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[Senate, No. 620. Substituted by amendment (Holmes) for
House Bill printed in House, No. 2551, Appendix IV.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act making miscellaneous changes in the laws
OF THE COMMONWEALTH WHICH HAVE BECOME NECES-

SARY OR ADVISABLE BY REASON OF THE INITIATIVE

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION PROVIDING FOR

BIENNIAL SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL COURT AND FOR

A BIENNIAL BUDGET.

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter three of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
3 three hundred and sixty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby further amended
5 by inserting in the twenty-second line, after the
6 word “December” the words: next preceding such
7 session, —so as to read as follows: Section 5.
8 Whoever intends to present to the general court a
9 petition for the incorporation of a city or town, for

10 the annexation of one municipality to another, for
11 the consolidation of two or more municipalities or
12 for the division of an existing municipality, or for the
13 incorporation or revival of a railroad, street railway,
14 elevated railroad, canal, telephone, telegraph, water,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 gas, electric light, power or other public service cor-
-16 poration, for the amendment, alteration or extension
17 of the charter or corporate powers or privileges, or

18 for the change of name, of any such company, whether
19 specially incorporated or organized under general
20 laws, or for authority to take water for a water sup-
-21 ply, or relative to building structures in or over navi-
-22 gable or tide waters, shall give notice of such petition
23 by publishing a copy thereof once in each of three
24 successive weeks in such newspapers as the state
25 secretary, having regard to the locality of the inter-
-26 ests involved in such petition, shall direct, the last
27 publication to be made at least twenty-four days
28 before the session at which the petition is to be pre-
-29 sented. Such petition with a bill embodying in
30 substance the legislation petitioned for shall be de-
-31 posited on or before the third Saturday of December
32 next preceding such session in the office of the state
33 secretary, with proof of publication satisfactory to
34 him, and he shall file said petition and bill forthwith
35 with the clerk of the house of representatives, with
36 his endorsement that the required publication has
37 been made.
38 Every petition seeking as aforesaid the incorpora-
-39 tion or revival or change of name of a public service
40 corporation and every petition by or on behalf of
41 such a corporation seeking as aforesaid legislation
42 otherwise amending, altering or extending the charter
43 or corporate powers or privileges of such a corporation
44 shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars
45 which shall be paid to the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Said chapter three is hereby amended
2 by striking out section twenty, as appearing in the
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-enary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following

20. The serg ant-at-arms, doorkeepers, as-
;ral court officers and pages,t weepers, ge:

7 the postmaster and assistant postmaster, the clerks in
8 the sergeant-at-arms’ office, and the clerk, assistant
9 clerk and other assistants in the legislative document

10 room shall each receive annually four dollars and
11 twenty cents for every mile of ordinary traveling
12 distance from their place of abode to the state house.
13 Payments to persons authorized to receive compen-
-14 sation under this section shall be made from the
15 treasury of the commonwealth, in the month of
16 January of each year, upon the certificate of the
17 sergeant-at-arms approved by the president of the
18 senate and the speaker of the house of representatives;
19 provided, that in each odd-numbered year said pay-

-20 ments shall be made as aforesaid in anticipation of an
21 appropriation.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-two of said chapter
2 three of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the third line the words
4 “each political year” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: the existence of the general court to which
6 they relate, so as to read as follows: Section 22.
7 The journals, files and papers of the senate and of the
8 house of representatives shall be in the custody of their
9 respective clerks during the existence of the general

10 court to which they relate, and thereafter in the cus-
11 tody of the state secretary. The clerk of each branch
12 shall at all times have access to the same. Copies of
13 such journals, files and papers, certified by the clerk
14 of the branch to which they originally appertained or
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15 by the state secretary, shall be evidence in like manner
16 as the originals.

1 Section 4. Section forty-six of said chapter three,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out
3 in the sixth line the words “within three years” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words; until the ter-
-5 mination of the third regular session of the general
6 court, —soas to read as follows; Section 4-6. The
7 general court may, upon cause shown therefor, disbar
8 a person from acting as a legislative counsel or agent;
9 but a person against whom proceedings for disbarment

10 are brought shall be allowed a hearing before a com-
il mittee or otherwise as the general court may deter-
-12 mine. No person who has been so disbarred shall be
13 employed as legislative counsel or agent until the
14 termination of the third regular session of the general
15 court after such disbarment.

1 Section 5. Section forty-seven of said chapter
2 three, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out in the second and the third lines the word “year”
4 and inserting in place thereof in each instance the
5 word: session, —so as to read as follows: Section
6 47. The dockets of legislative counsel and agents for
7 each session shall be closed upon the prorogation of
8 the general court, and the dockets for the ensuing ses-
-9 sion shall then be opened. Within thirty days after

10 such prorogation, the sergeant-at-arms shall deposit
11 in the office of the state secretary the dockets which
12 have been so closed.

1 Section 6. Section forty-nine of said chapter
2 three, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
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3 out, in the first line, the word “Violations” and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the word: Violation, by
5 striking out in the sixth and seventh lines the words
6 “for three years from” and inserting in place thereof
7 the words: until the termination of the third regular
8 session of the general court after, and by striking
9 out in the tenth line the words “for three years” and

10 inserting in place thereof the words: until the ter-
-11 mination of the third regular session of the general
12 court after the date of conviction of such offence,
13 so as to read as follows: Section 49- Violation of
14 any provision of sections forty, forty-two, forty-three,
15 forty-four and forty-eight shall be punished by a fine
16 of not less than one hundred nor more than one thou-
-17 sand dollars. Any person acting as legislative counsel
18 or agent contrary to any provision of sections forty,
19 forty-two, forty-three and forty-four shall, in addition
20 to such fine, be disqualified from acting as legislative
21 counsel or agent until the termination of the third
22 regular session of the general court after the date of
23 conviction of such offence. Violation of section forty-
-24 five shall be punished by a fine of not more than one

25 thousand dollars or by disqualification from acting as

26 legislative counsel or agent until the termination of
27 the third regular session of the general court after the
28 date of conviction of such offence, or by both such
29 fine and disqualification. The attorney general shall
30 cause prosecutions to be instituted for violations of
31 any provision of sections forty, forty-two to forty-
-32 five, inclusive, forty-seven and forty-eight.

1 Section 7. Section fifty-one of chapter three of the
2 General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the seventh line, the word “annually”
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4 and inserting in place thereof the words: after each
5 regular session, so as to read as follows: Sec
6 tion 51. The committees on rules of the senate and
7 house of representatives shall each appoint a skilled
8 person to act as counsel to the senate and house of
9 representatives, respectively, at such compensation

10 as the said committees may approve. The persons
11 so appointed shall serve for the term of two years
12 from the date of appointment, subject to the pleasure
13 of the said committees. They shall, under the direc-
-14 tion of the said committees, after each regular session
15 prepare a table of changes in the general statutes,
16 an index to the acts and resolves, and shall from time
17 to time, under the direction of the said committees
18 or of the general court, consolidate and incorporate
19 in the General Laws all new general statutes. They
20 shall, from time to time, under like direction, make
21 such additions and revisions in the index of the Gen-
-22 eral Laws as may be necessary to insure its prompt
23 publication in connection with future revisions of the
24 statutes. The said committees may direct that copies
25 of the index containing such additions and revisions
26 be deposited, from time to time, in the office of the
27 state secretary or elsewhere and made available for
28 public use.

1 Section 8. Section two of chapter five of the
2 General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out paragraphs (4) and (6), and inserting
4 in place thereof, in each instance, the two following
5 paragraphs;
6 (4) All laws and constitutional amendments
7 adopted by the people at the preceding state elec-
-8 tion, with the aggregate vote thereon, both affirma-
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9 live and negative, arranged in such detail as the
10 secretary may determine.
11 (6) A statement showing what acts of the general
12 court were submitted to the people at the preceding
13 state election, with the total vote, affirmative and
14 negative, on each measure, with a specific reference
15 to such acts of the general court as have been so
16 rejected.

1 Section 9. Section six of said chapter five, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 third line, the words “assembling of the general
4 court’ ’ and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 first Wednesday of January, so as to read as fol-
-6 lows: Section 6. All reports required to be made
7 by permanent state departments, officers and com-
-8 missions shall, except as otherwise provided, be
9 printed annually before the first Wednesday of Jan-

-10 uary, or as soon thereafter as possible. They shall
11 be numbered in a series to be called public documents.
12 The division of personnel and standardization shall
13 designate the number of copies of each report to be
14 printed, and none additional shall be printed at the
15 expense of the commonwealth.

1 Section 10. Said chapter five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section ten, as so appearing,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 10. One thousand copies of the journals of
5 the senate and of the house of representatives shall be
6 printed biennially under the direction of the respec-
-7 tive clerks thereof; and, unless the general court shall
8 otherwise order, two thousand copies of the lists of
9 members and committees shall be printed in every
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10 odd-numbered year under the joint direction of said
11 clerks.
12 The foregoing publications shall, under the direc-
ts tion of said clerks, be distributed as follows: one copy
14 to each member of the general court, to each member
15 of the executive department, to the clerk and assistant
16 clerk of each branch of the general court, and to each
17 reporter who is entitled to the privileges of the re-

-18 porters’ gallery in either branch; and ten copies to
19 the state library for use therein and for exchange.
20 The state secretary shall send to the members of the
21 general court the journals to which they are entitled
22 under the provision of this section, and he shall also
23 send one copy of said journals to each free public
24 library in the commonwealth.
25 The remaining copies of the foregoing publications
26 shall be distributed at the discretion of the clerks of
27 the two branches, preference being given to the mem-
-28 bers of the general court and to state officers.
29 Two thousand copies of the governor’s address to
30 the general court shall be printed, of which fifteen
31 hundred shall be for the general court and five hun-
-32 dred for the governor.

1 Section 11. Section nine Bof chapter twenty-two
2 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the first line the word
4 “annually”,— so as to read as follows: Section 98.
5 The department of public safety shall forward to
6 the budget commissioner with its estimates of ex-
-7 penses for the division of state police, as required
8 under section three of chapter twenty-nine, a state-
-9 ment of the approximate proportion of the time of the

10 division devoted to the service of patrolling the high-
-11 ways of the commonwealth for the purpose of con-
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12 trolling and supervising traffic. Said statement shall
13 be the basis for a recommendation by the governor
14 as to the proportion of the appropriations made for
15 expenses of said division which it appears may fairly
16 be charged to the Highway Fund.

1 Section 12. Section five Aof chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws, inserted by section one of
3 chapter four hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, as amended, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (8)
6 and inserting in place thereof the following new
7 paragraph:
8 (8) On or before the fifteenth day of October in
9 each even-numbered year the board shall certify to

10 the state treasurer the amount of the appropriations
11 necessary to pay into the various funds of the system
12 the amounts payable by the commonwealth as enu-
-13 merated in sections one to five A, inclusive, for the
14 year beginning on the following December first, and
15 for the year beginning December first next thereafter,
16 and items of appropriation providing such amounts
17 shall be included in the appropriations for the state
18 treasurer for the division of the state board of re-
-19 tirement.

1 Section 13. Paragraph (1) of section nine of said
2 chapter thirty-two, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out in the
4 first line the word “annually”, so that said para-
-5 graph will read as follows: — (1) The expense fund
6 shall consist of such amounts as shall be appropriated
7 by the general court, on estimates submitted by the
8 board, to defray the expenses of administration, ex-
-9 elusive of the payment of retirement allowances.
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1 Section 14. Paragraph (2) of section nine of said
2 chapter thirty-two, as appearing in section one of
3 chapter four hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby amended
5 by striking out the last sentence of said paragraph
6 and inserting in place thereof the followin
7 The commonwealth shall in each odd-numbered
8 year contribute such amount as is necessary to make
9 good any deficiency in the annuity fund for active or

10 retired members as of the preceding thirty-first day
11 of December.

1 Section 15. Section sixteen of said chapter thirty-
-2 two, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out paragraph (2) and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 (2) The board shall make an annual report. In
6 its report for each even-numbered year it shall in-
-7 elude a statement of the amount expended previous
8 to the preceding first day of July by towns in the
9 payment of pensions under the preceding paragraph,

10 for which such towns have not received and should
11 receive reimbursement. On the basis of such a state-
-12 ment, the general court may make an appropriation
13 for the reimbursement of such towns up to such first
14 day of July.

1 Section 16. Section one hundred and forty-one
2 of chapter fifty-four of the General Laws, as so ap-
-3 pearing, is hereby amended by striking out in the
4 tenth and eleventh lines the words “during a recess
5 between the first and second annual sessions of
6 the same general court” and inserting in place
7 thereof the words: after the regular session of
8 the general court, —so as to read as follows;
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9 Section Upon failure to choose a representa-
-10 tive in the general court at the biennial state elec-
-11 tion, a certificate thereof shall he transmitted forth-
-12 with to the state secretary by the officers required to
13 transmit certificates of election.
14 Lpon a vacancy in the office of representative in
15 the general court or upon failure to elect, the speaker
16 of the house of representatives shall issue precepts to
17 the aldermen of each city and the selectmen of each
18 town comprising the district or any part thereof,
19 appointing such time as the house of representatives
20 may order for an election to fill such vacancy; pro-
-21 vided, that if such vacancy occurs after the regular
22 session of the general court, the speaker may fix the
23 time for an election to fill such vacancy. Upon re-
-24 ceipt of such precepts, the aldermen or the selectmen
25 shall call an election, which shall be held in accord-
-26 ance with the precepts.

1 Section 17. Wherever any provision of the General
2 Laws, as amended, in effect immediately prior to the
3 effective date of this act, refers to sums annually
4 appropriated by the general court, such provision
5 shall be construed as referring to such sums as are
6 appropriated by the general court.

Senate, August 11 (p.m.), 1939.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence.

IRVING N. HAYDEN, Clerk.




