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The General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, a copy of
the recommendations of the Commissioner of Correction,
to be contained in the annual report of this Department,
is submitted herewith, together with drafts of bills em-
bodying the legislation recommended.

These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for
the House of Representatives, as required by law.

Very truly your;

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

MAXWELL B. GROSSMAN,
Commissioner of Correction,

State House, Boston 33, November 4, 1952.
Department of Correction
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Under present law, prisoners serving a life sentence
are not eligible for release on parole. This bill provides
for those serving life sentences to be eligible for release on
parole, and will be a cause for all those serving a life sen-
tence to be treated equally, and eliminate to some degree
petitions for executive clemency which have been brought
about to obtain the same results.

2. This is a bill providing, in the case of those who are
sentenced to State Prison, to grant authority to the
Parole Board to release such a prisoner after completing
one third of his minimum term. The present law re-
stricts the release to two thirds of the minimum term.
This bill, as under the present law, leaves to the dis-
cretion of the Parole Board a release of a prisoner sen-
tenced to State Prison at any time after he has served
one third of the minimum term of sentence.

3. It is expected that the new State Prison located at
Norfolk will be occupied during the early months of 1954.
In the area surrounding the institution there is a lack
of facilities for housing. In that a large number of officers
who are veterans will transfer their employment from
Charlestown to the town of Norfolk, they will be in need
of housing facilities for them and their families. In that
the towns of Norfolk and Walpole have no Veterans’
Housing Authority, this resolve calls for the authoriza-
tion and directing of a study and investigation to be made
by the State Housing Board as to the advisability and
feasibility of providing dwelling accommodations and the
housing of employees and their families.


