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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 30, sec-
tion 33, of the General Laws, as amended by the Acts of
1948, chapter 67, I am submitting a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this department for the current year, together
with drafts of bills and embodying the legislation rec-
ommended.

The drafts of the legislation have been submitted to
the Counsel for the House of Representatives.

JOHN J. DeIMONTE,

Ciie Comnumluraltt) o( Qlassactuisetts

Commissioner

State House, Boston 33, October 22, 1952.
Department of Labor and Industries



HOUSE No. 89. [Jan2

1. The present law relative to the sealing of glass milk
or cream bottles or jars provides that the bottles shall be
filled to the bottom of the cap or stopple, or other definite
filling point. There should be one definite filling point
in this type of container and it should not be to the
bottom of the cap or stopple. Because of the rapidity of
modern filling operations, certain head space is necessary
in these containers to assure one hundred per cent quan-
tity being delivered to the consumer. Existing regula-
tions provide for such head space and it is not necessary,
therefore, that the law provide for the same.

The proposed legislation would add to our laws addi-
tional container sizes which appears would be desirable
because of the present trend toward larger containers for
consumer use.

2. Section 176 of chapter 94, of the General Laws,
defines the term “weight” in the sale of commodities to
mean the net weight, but it contains a proviso that varia-
tions may be permitted in accordance with established
trade customs. Certain practices have developed in re-
lation to alleged trade customs which do not benefit pur-
chasers and it appears to me, therefore, that this proviso
should be stricken from the law.

3. The present law limits the sizes of cartons used for
the sale of viscous, etc., commodities. Recent develop-
ments in trade bring forth a new gallon size, and I
recommend a change in the lawr to include this size.

4. Our present statute governing the marking of pack-
ages is restricted to packages containing food. There has
been a marked trend toward packaging all types of mer-
chandise, and many other states now require all packaged
commodities to contain a statement of the net quantity
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of content. I feel that our law should be brought into
line.

These proposed changes are in line with existing Fed-
eral law and the law of several other states, and they are
designed to prevent fraud in the offering of packages for
consumer purchase which are of a size out of proportion
to the quantity of the content contained therein.

5. Our present minimum wage boards are composed of
nine members, three representing employers, three from
employees, and three from the public. It is often im-
possible for all nine members to attend all of the meetings.
For that reason it seems advisable that provision be made
in the law for the appointment of one alternate from each
group, who w ill sit as a member of the board when neces-
sary to take the place of an absentee.

6. It has become increasingly difficult to persuade citi-
zens to serve as Minimum Wage Board members because
of the compensation rate of $5.00 per day. If this rate
were increased to $15.00 per day for regular members,
and $20.00 per day for the chairman, appointments to
the boards would be more attractive, and the work of
the Minimum Wage Division expedited.




