
HOUSE 93

Accompanying the fourth recommendation of the Commissioner of
Labor and Industries (House, No. 89). Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to declarations on and fill of

PACKAGES.

1 Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out sections 181, 182, 183 and 184 and
3 inserting in place thereof the four following sec-
-4 tions:
5 Section 181. No person shall himself or by his
6 agent or servant sell or offer for sale any commodity
7 in package form unless the net quantity of contents is
8 plainly and conspicuously marked on the outside of
9 the package in terms of weight, measure or numerical

10 count; and in the case of any package not sold on
11 the premises where packed, the name and place of
12 business of the manufacturer, packer or distributor
13 shall appear thereon. This section shall not apply to
14 retail sales made from bulk if the quantity is weighed,
15 measured or counted at the time of such sale by the
16 retailer. The director of standards and necessaries of
17 life shall, by regulation, establish reasonable varia-
-18 tions or tolerances to be allowed, and also exemptions
19 as to small packages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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20 Section 182. No person shall himself or by his
21 agent or servant sell or offer for sale any commodity
22 in package form if its container is so made, formed or
23 filled, or if it is so wrapped, as to mislead the pur-
-24 chaser as to the quantity of contents; or if the con-
-25 tents of the container fall below the standard of fill
26 prescribed by regulations promulgated by the director
27 of standards and necessaries of life.
28 Section 183. Whoever violates any provision of
29 section 181 shall for the first offence be punished by a
30 fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than fifty
31 dollars, and for a subsequent offence by a fine of not
32 less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred
33 dollars.
34 Section 184- Prosecutions under the preceding sec-
-35 tion shall not be commenced until the party concerned
36 is notified and given an opportunity to be heard be-
-37 fore the director of standards and necessaries of life.
38 No dealer shall be prosecuted thereunder if he estab-
-39 lishes a guaranty, signed by the wholesaler, jobber,
40 manufacturer, dealer or other person residing in the
41 United States, from whom he purchased such articles,
42 that they are correctly marked or labeled under sec-
-43 tion one hundred and eighty-one, designating it, and
44 containing the name and address of such vendor, but
45 in that case such guarantor shall be liable to prose-
-46 cution and to the penalties provided by section one
47 hundred and eighty-three. If section one hundred
48 and eighty-one has been violated and the guarantor is
49 without the commonwealth, no action shall be brought,
50 but the director of standards and necessaries of life
51 shall report the facts to the proper national authori-
-52 ties.


