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In accordance with the provisions of chapter 92, sec-
tion 100, and chapter 30, section 33, of the General Laws,
as amended by sections 9 and 6, respectively, of chapter
292 of the Acts of 1945, and chapter 67 of the Acts of
1948, I have the honor to submit that portion of the
annual report of the Metropolitan District Commission
which contains recommendations for legislative action,
together with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. These bills have been submitted to Coun-
sel to the House of Representatives for advice and as-
sistance as to the form thereof.

Respectfully submitted,

EDGAR F. COPELL,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

20 Somerset St., Boston 8, November 5, 1952.
Metropolitan District Commission,
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1. Increase in the Rate at Which Cities and
Towns in the Metropolitan Water District
SHALL PAY FOR WATER FURNISHED THEM.

Recommendations for an increase in the rate of $4O
per million gallons which the Commission receives for
water furnished cities and towns of the Metropolitan
Water District have been submitted in one form or
another for the consideration of the General Court over
the past several years when it became clearly evident
that the $4O figure, established in 1946, was woefully
inadequate to meet obligations for the operation, main-
tenance and debt service costs of the district.

The recurring deficits in each year since 1946 have had
a distressingly cumulative effect in that each succeeding
year compounds the difficulty confronting the district in
this direction. From a beginning unfavorable balance of
about $2,000,000 in 1946, the annual deficit now ap-
proaches $5,000,000 each year, with an accumulation of

million of debt by the end of the current year
and the possibility that $3O million will be exceeded in
1953.

In these circumstances the Commission again urgently
recommends positive action by this session of the Legis-
lature to correct this thoroughly indefensible situation
and submits the accompanying draft of an act to amend
section 26 of chapter 92 of the General Laws by estab-
lishing the rate at $BO per million gallons for which com-
munities in the district shall pay for water supplied them.

2. Extension of the City Water Tunnel to Arling-
ton, Belmont or Cambridge.

The reinforcement of the water distribution system in
the Metropolitan District by the construction of an ex-
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tension of the tunnel now under construction between
Chestnut Hill and Malden, from an intermediate shaft
in Somerville to either Arlington, Belmont or Cambridge,
is recommended.

The rapidly increasing demand for water in the area
served by the present Arlington pumping station has
now become too great to deliver sufficient water to the
Arlington station through our present distribution facil-
ities. The definite trend toward further residential and
industrial growth in this part of the district requires
that this condition be corrected at the earliest possible
time.

The extension of this distribution tunnel from the
Somerville shaft to a point in the vicinity of the Ar-
lington pumping station fits in with the overall plan of
our distribution tunnel loop and is another step towards
its completion. As an authorization for its construction
now will allow it to be constructed along with the loop
segment from Chestnut Hill to Malden, it is recommended
that the necessary legislation be enacted and the accom-
panying draft on an act is submitted for consideration.

It is estimated that the cost of this extension will be
between six and eight million dollars depending on its
location. A more specific recommendation as to location
and cost will be submitted when studies now under way
are completed.

Chapter 262 of the acts of 1949 provided in section 9
that “The roadway shall consist of two lanes, each
twenty-four feet in width, separated by a suitable divid-
ing strip”, and that the roadway between Clarendon
and Hereford streets and Raleigh Street and Boston
University bridge shall be depressed to a grade not
greater than one and one half feet above the grade of
the river.

The restriction on the driveway widths have made it

3. Elimination of Certain Conditions restricting

the Design and Construction of the James J.
Storrow Memorial Drive.
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practically impossible to get real effectiveness into the
movement of traffic on the drive as it is not possible to
provide storage space for vehicles making the left turn
into Clarendon Street as the capacity of the road at this
point is reduced to a single lane for through traffic. It
would also be advisable at other points along the drive-
ways to provide turnouts for disabled vehicles.

The depression of the roadways in the stretches where
it is required to be not more than one and one half feet
above the Basin level may, in the future, prohibit in-
expensive resurfacing when needed as the restriction de-
pressing the road would make it necessary to excavate
and expend considerably more on repairs in order to
maintain the required grade.

The Commission therefore recommends that section 9
of said chapter 262 be repealed as per the accompanying
draft of an Act.


