
HOUSE 552

By Mr. Lindstrom of Cambridge, petition of Francis W. Lindstrom
and Mary B. Newman for the appointment of a special commission
(including members of the General Court) to investigate conditions
existing in penal institutions. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three,

Resolve providing for an investigation and study

BY A SPECIAL COMMISSION INTO THE EXISTING CONDI-

TIONS OF ALL PENAL INSTITUTIONS WITHIN THE COM-

MONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, con-
-2 sisting of two members of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof and two persons to be appointed by the gov-
-6 ernor, is hereby established for the purposes of making
7 an investigation and of the existing conditions
8 of all penal institutions within the commonwealth and
9 such related matters as may be necessary with a view

10 to making such changes in the laws and regulations as
11 will be in the best interests of the public. The com-
-12 mission shall be provided with quarters in the state
13 house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings and may
14 call upon officials of the commonwealth or other sub-
-15 divisions thereof for such information as it may re-
-16 quire in the course of its investigation and study. Said
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17 commission may expend for clerical and other services
18 and expenses such sums as may be hereafter appro-

-19 priated therefor, and shall report to the general court
20 the results of its investigation and study, and its
21 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
22 legislation necessary to carry said recommendations
23 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
24 house of representatives on or before the first Wednes-
-25 day of December in the year nineteen hundred and
26 fifty-three.


