
HOUSE 963

By Mr. Patrone of Boston, petition of Charles L. Patrone for the
creation of the Massachusetts toll road commission and relative to
the powers and duties thereof. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for the creation of the Massa-

chusetts TOLL ROAD COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Massachusetts Toll Road Commission. —

2 There is hereby created a body politic and corporate
3 to be known as the Massachusetts toll road commis-
-4 sion. The commission is hereby constituted a public
5 instrumentality, and the exercise by the commission
6 of the powers conferred by this act in the creation,
7 operation and maintenance of the turnpike project
8 shall be deemed and held to be the performance of an
9 essential governmental function. The Massachusetts

10 toll road commission shall consist of three members,
11 including the state commissioner of public works who
12 shall be a member ex officio, and two members ap-
-13 pointed by the governor, by and with the advice and
14 consent of the council, who shall serve for terms ex-
-15 piring on July first, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight,
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16 and July first, nineteen hundred and sixty, respec-
-17 tively, the term of each to be designated by the gov-
-18 ernor, and until their respective successors shall be
19 duly appointed and qualified. The two appointed
20 members shall not be of the same political party. The
21 successor of each of the two appointed members shall
22 be appointed for a term of five years; but any per-
23 son appointed to fill a vacancy shall be appointed to
24 serve only for the unexpired term, and a member of
25 the commission shall be eligible for reappointment.
26 Each appointed member of the commission may be
27 removed by the governor, with the advice and con-
-28 sent of the council, for misfeasance, malfeasance or
29 wilful neglect of duty, but only after reasonable no-
-30 tice and a public hearing, unless the same are in
31 writing expressly waived. Each appointed member
32 of the commission before entering upon his duties
33 shall take an oath before the governor to administer
34 the duties of his office faithfully and impartially, and
35 a record of such oaths shall be filed in the office of
36 the secretary of the commonwealth.
37 The commission shall elect one of the appointed
38 members as chairman of the commission, and another
39 as vice-chairman and shall also elect a secretary-
-40 treasurer who need not be a member of the commis-
-41 sion. Two members of the commission shall con-
-42 stitute a quorum and the affirmative vote of two
43 members shall be necessary for any action taken by
44 the commission. No vacancy in the membership of
45 the commission shall impair the right of a quorum to
46 exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of
47 the commission.
48 Before the issuance of any turnpike revenue bonds
49 under the provisions of this act, each appointed mem-
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50 ber of the commission shall execute a surety bond
51 in the penal sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, and
52 the secretary-treasurer shall execute a surety bond
53 in the penal sum of fifty thousand dollars, each such
54 surety bond to be conditioned upon the faithful per-
-55 formance of the duties of his office, to be executed by
56 a surety company authorized to transact business in
57 the commonwealth as surety and to be approved by
58 the attorney general and filed in the office of the
59 secretary of the commonwealth.
60 The chairman of the commission shall receive the
61 sum of thirty-five dollars for each day or part thereof
62 of service, but not exceeding seven thousand five
63 hundred dollars in any one year. The other ap-
-64 pointed member of the commission shall receive the
65 sum of twenty-five dollars for each day or part
66 thereof of service, but not exceeding five thousand
67 dollars in any one year. Each member shall be re-
-68 imbursed for his actual expenses necessarily incurred
69 in the performance of his duties.

1 Section 2. The commission is hereby authorized
2 and empowered
3 (a) To adopt by-laws for the regulation of its
4 affairs and the conduct of its business.
5 ( b ) To adopt an official seal and alter the same at
6 its pleasure.
7 (c) To maintain an office in such place or places
8 within the commonwealth.
9 (d) To sue and be sued in its own name, plead and

10 be impleaded; provided, however, that any and all
11 actions at law or in equity against the commission
12 shall be brought only in the county in which the
13 principal office of the commission shall be located.
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14 (e) To maintain, repair and operate the circum-
-15 ferential highway, known as Route 128, or a toll
16 highway.
17 (/) To fix and revise from time to time and charge
18 and collect tolls for transit over said Route 128, but
19 no toll in excess of ten cents shall be charged.
20 (gr) To establish rules and regulations for the use of
21 said Route 128.

1 Section 3. All sums in excess of the cost of main-
-2 tenance of Route 128 and the cost of the administra-
-3 tion of this act shall be used by the commission to
4 amortize state highway bonds.


