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By Mr. Gray of Springfield, petition of Thomas T. Gray and others
for legislation relative to the appointment of guardians of insane
persons. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the appointment of guardians

OF INSANE PERSONS.

1 Chapter 201 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 6, as most recently amended
3 by section 13 of chapter 194 of the acts of 1941, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 6. Two or more relatives or friends of an
6 insane person, or the mayor and aldermen of a city
7 or the selectmen of a town in which he is an inhabit-
-8 ant or resident, or the department of mental health,
9 may file a petition in the probate court asking to have

10 a guardian appointed for him; and if after notice, as
11 provided in section seven, and a hearing the court
12 (or the jury in the event that jury issues are framed
13 as hereinafter provided) finds that he is insane and
14 incapable of taking care of himself, the court shall
15 appoint a guardian of his person and estate. A copy

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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16 of such appointment shall be sent by mail by the regis-
-17 ter to the said department. The court may require
18 additional medical testimony as to the mental condi-
-19 tion of the person alleged to be insane and may require
20 him to submit to examination. It may also appoint
21 one or more physicians, expert in insanity, to examine
22 such person and report their conclusions to the court.
23 Reasonable expense incurred in such examination shall
24 be paid out of the estate of such person or by the
25 county as may be determined by the court. In any
26 proceeding under this section or under section thirteen
27 of this chapter any party may as of right upon season-
-28 able application to the court have framed and sub-
-29 mitted to a jury for trial in the superior court in the
30 manner provided in section sixteen of chapter two
31 hundred and fifteen the following issues:
32 1. Is the respondent insane?
33 2. Is the respondent incapable of taking care of
34 himself?


