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By Mr. Wall of Lawrence, petition of the Massachusetts State Em-
ployees Association and William X. Wall for legislation to establish a
state employees’ classification appeals board. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act establishing a state employees’ classifica-

tion APPEALS BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 General Laws, chapter 30, is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 49 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following sections:
4 Section 49. There shall be a state employees’
5 classification appeals board to consist of three mem-
-6 bers, who shall serve directly under the governor and
7 council, one of whom shall be elected as hereinafter
8 provided for a term of three years by the permanent
9 full-time officers and employees of the common-

-10 wealth, whose positions are subject to sections forty-
-11 five and forty-six, one who shall be appointed by the
12 governor with the advice and consent of the council
13 for three years, and a third member who shall not
14 be in the service of the commonwealth, who shall be
15 chosen by the other two members for a term of three
16 years.
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17 Elections for the member representing the officers
18 and employees shall be elected under the supervision
19 of the director of civil service. Each member of the
20 board shall hold his office until the qualification
21 of his successor. Upon the expiration of the term
22 of office, or in case of a vacancy in the office of any
23 elected, appointed or chosen member, his successor
24 shall be elected, appointed or chosen, for a three-
25 year term or for the unexpired portion thereof, as the
26 case may be. The chairman of the board shall be
27 elected annually by and from the members. The per-
28 son elected to serve on said board, or a representative
29 of the officers and employees, shall hold such office
30 only while he remains in the service of the common-
31 wealth, and shall not be entitled to any additional
32 compensation for so serving, but shall be granted
33 leave with pay from his official duties in order to
34 carry out the responsibilities of his position, and
35 shall be reimbursed for his actual expenses. Each of
36 the other members shall be paid twenty-five dollars
37 for each day spent in the performance of their duties,
38 but no more than four thousand dollars shall be paid
39 to any such member in any fiscal year; such mem-
40 bers shall also be reimbursed for the actual expense
41 incurred by them in performance of their duties.
42 The board or any member thereof may administer
43 oaths, and may summons witnesses. Witnesses shall
44 be summoned in the same manner, and be paid the
45 same fees, as witnesses before the courts in civil
46 cases. Said board of appeal shall have the power to
47 require officers and employees of the commonwealth
48 to give information and produce records relating to
49 such appeals as are brought before said board. Of the
50 members of the state employees’ classification appeals
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board first selected under this act, the member
elected as the representative of the officers and em-
ployees shall be elected for a three-year term, the
member appointed by the governor shall be ap-
pointed for a term of two years, and the member
chosen by the elected and appointed members shall
be designated to serve for a term of one year.
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The board shall give any person taking an appeal
from the division of personnel and standardization
under section forty-nine a speedy hearing, and shall
have full authority to affirm, reverse or modify the
decision of the division, and shall, if they approve
a change in classification, or salary, approve a new
position or approve any other change, certify their
decision to the division, the officer or employee
affected, the appointing officer of the department,
board or commission affected, and the comptroller.
The decision of the board may provide that it shall
take effect from a date not earlier than the preceding
July first, and shall be put into effect immediately,
and if a transfer of funds is required by the comp-
troller as provided for in section forty-nine B, such
transfer shall be approved by him forthwith upon
receipt of the certification from the board. All ex-
penditures from the appropriation for the expenses
of the operation of the board shall be made upon the
certification of the board.
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Section 49A. The incumbent of any office or
position subject to the provisions of sections forty-
five and forty-six of this chapter, or the appointing
authority of any department, board or commission
of the commonwealth, who is aggrieved by any
decision of the division of personnel and standardiza-
tion with reference to classification of a position, or
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85 the application or administration of the classification
86 or specifications or any rule or regulation under sec-
87 tion forty-six thereto, or with reference to the salary
88 grade to which a position is allocated, or the salary
89 rate to which an incumbent is assigned, or who is
90 aggrieved by a refusal of the division to approve the
91 application of such incumbent or such appointing
92 officer for a change in allocation, salary grade or
93 rate, or for any other changes relating to the classifica-
94 tion or salary of a position, or any appointing au-
95 thority whose application for or authorization for
96 a new position has been denied by the division, may
97 appeal in writing to the division and shall be given
98 a hearing upon such appeal.
99 Any such incumbent or appointing authority who

100 is aggrieved by a decision of the division of personnel
101 and standardization under this section may appeal in
102 writing to the state employees’ classification appeals
103 board established in section forty-nine, and the ap-
104 peal shall be considered by said board in the manner,
105 and with the powers, therein provided, and provided
106 in section forty-nine B.
107 Sectio7i 498. A decision of the division of per-
108 sonnel and standardization whether on the applica-
109 tion of an officer or employee, or an appointing
110 officer, or on an appeal of an officer or employee or
111 an appointing officer, approving the application or

112 sustaining the appeal, or a decision of the state em-

113 ployees’ classification appeals board sustaining an

114 appeal from the division, shall be certified to the state
115 comptroller, who shall, if there are no funds available
116 to defray the expense of the change in classification
117 or salary or the cost of a new position ordered, in the
118 appropriation of the department, board or commis-
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119 sion to which the order relates, transfer from the fund
provided for in section forty-nine C to the appropria-120

121 tion for the department, board or commission the
122 amount necessary to defray the cost of the change in
123 classification or salary or new position so approved,
124 for the then current fiscal year.
125 Section 49C. The governor shall include in the
126 annual budget submitted to the general court a sum
127 of one hundred thousand dollars to be appropriated
128 for a fund from which transfers shall be made by the
129 state comptroller to the appropriation of a depart-
130 ment, board or commission which is insufficient to
131 defray the cost of changes in allocations or salary
132 or new positions ordered by the division of personnel
133 and standardization or the state employees’ classifica-
134 tion appeals board.
135 The governor shall also include in the budget a sum
136 sufficient to defray the estimated expenses of the
137 operation of the state employees’ classification ap-
138 peals board established in section forty-nine.








