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By Mr. Artesani of Boston, petition of Patrick A. Tompkins for
legislation relative to the licensing of child care agencies engaged in
the care or placement of children for adoption. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the licensing of child care
AGENCIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 119 of the General Laws as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by adding at the end the
3 following new sections:
4 Section 84-. Any agency, institution, organization,
5 corporation or group of persons which is engaged in
6 the care or placement of children, whether through its
7 own facilities or through the facilities of other agencies,
8 institutions or private families, shall be deemed to
9 be a child care agency. Such agencies must obtain a

10 license to engage in the care or placement from the
11 department of public welfare. The department may
12 grant a license to such a child care agency when, upon
13 investigation, the agency is found to be maintaining
14 adequate standards of child care and is complying
15 with the rules and regulations of the department es-
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16 tablished for such agencies. Authority to establish
17 such standards and such rules and regulations is
18 hereby given. Such standards, rules and regulations
19 promulgated under this section shall be effective only
20 when approved by the advisory board of the depart-
-21 ment. This section shall not apply to private schools
22 furnishing board and lodging to pupils and approved
23 as provided in section one of chapter seventy-six.
24 Section 85. A license granted under section eighty-
-25 four shall be for a period of two years. However, it
26 may be revoked at any time for failure to comply with
27 the standards and rules and regulations established
28 by the department for such agencies. Any agency
29 aggrieved by a decision of the department may, within
30 thirty days of the decision, appeal to the advisory
31 board of the department. If the advisory board sus-
-32 tains the action of the department, the aggrieved may
33 appeal to the superior court.


