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By Mr. Tynan of Boston, petition of John T. Tynan that provision
be made for free medical and hospital care for fathers of deceased
veterans. Public Welfare;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing free medical and hospital care
FOR FATHERS OF DECEASED VETERANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfolloivs:

1 Section 1. Chapter 115 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the last paragraph of section 5, as appearing in sec-
-4 tion 1 of chapter 753 of the acts of 1951, and inserting
5 in place thereof the following paragraph:
6 All benefits available to dependents of veterans as
7 provided by this chapter shall be extended to the
8 mother and father of any member of the armed forces
9 of the United States whose death occurred as the re-

-10 suit of injury sustained or disease contracted during
11 active service in time of war or insurrection, including
12 active service in the said armed forces under the flag
13 of the United Nations; provided, that such a mother
14 or father qualifies in their own right as to the require-
-15 ments of settlement or residence notwithstanding the
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16 failure of the deceased veteran to so qualify at the
17 time of his death and notwithstanding lack of proof
18 of the actual dependency of such a mother or father
19 upon such a veteran at the time of his death. Such
20 benefits shall include payment of reasonable medical
21 and hospital expenses in accordance with regulations
22 adopted by the commissioner and directives issued
23 and promulgated by him; provided, that no back
24 benefits shall be paid beyond the date of application.

1 Section 2. Chapter 6of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the last paragraph of section 22, as appearing in sec-
-4 tion 2 of chapter 753 of the acts of 1951, and inserting
5 in place thereof the following paragraph:
6 There shall be under the control of the commissioner
7 a supervisor of benefits who for the purpose of insur-
-8 ing fair and compassionate treatment of the problems
9 of mothers and fathers of deceased veterans, shall

10 have supervision of all applications by mothers and
11 fathers of deceased veterans for aid under chapter
12 one hundred and fifteen. He or she shall be appointed
13 by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
14 council, for a term of three years at such salary, not
15 exceeding two thousand dollars, as the governor and
16 council shall determine. Such supervisor shall be a
17 mother or father of a deceased veteran. All his or
18 her decisions shall be subject to the approval of the
19 commissioner.


