
No. 2113HOUSE
By Mr. Costello of Boston, petition of Frederick J. Sarno for legis-

lation to provide for the establishment of a board of examiners of
motor vehicle mechanics and repair shops and relative to the powers
and duties of such board. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for the supervision of motor
VEHICLE MECHANICS AND MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR SHOPS

AND ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MOTOR

VEHICLE MECHANICS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended
2 by inserting after chapter 142 the following chapter:—

3
4 Supervision of Motor Vehicle Mechanics and

5 Motor Vehicle Repair Shops.

6 Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall
7 enter into, engage in or work at the business of
8 repairing motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts
9 either as a master mechanic or journeyman mechanic

10 unless such person, firm or corporation shall have
11 received a license and certificate therefor, issued by
12 the state examiners of motor vehicle mechanics and
13 in accordance with the provisions hereinafter set
14 forth.
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15 The words “master motor vehicle mechanic”, as
16 used in this chapter, shall mean a corporation, firm
17 or person having a regular place of business who, by
18 the employment of journeymen, performs the work
19 of repairing motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts.

20 The words “journeyman motor vehicle mechanic”,
21 as used in this chapter, shall mean a person doing
22 any work of repairing motor vehicles or motor
23 vehicle parts.
24 Section 2. The state examiners of motor vehicle
25 mechanics, in this chapter called the examiners, may
26 make the necessary rules for the proper performance
27 of their duties.
28 They shall hold frequent examinations in Boston,
29 and twice in each year shall hold examinations in
30 at least five other convenient places within the
31 commonwealth, and they may hold annual or oc-
32 casional examinations in other places. Public notice
33 shall be given of all examinations. They shall make
34 an annual report of their doings.
35 In the conduct of the examinations they shall
36 make uniform requirements which may be revised
37 from time to time. Said examinations shall be suf-
38 ficiently frequent to give ample opportunity for all
39 applicants to be thoroughly and carefully examined,
40 may be written or in practical work, and shall be
41 supervised by the examiners or by a person ap-
-42 pointed by them for the purpose, but no license or
43 certificate shall be granted without the sanction of
44 the examiners.
45 Section 3. Forms of Licenses. Two forms of
46 licenses shall be issued. The first, hereinafter re-
-47 ferred to as “Certificate A” shall be known as a

48 “master motor vehicle mechanics license.”
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(1) “Certificate A” shall be issued to any person,
firm or corporation engaged in or about to engage
in the business of repairing motor vehicles or motor
vehicle parts, having equipment according to stand-
ards to be established by the examiners, and quali-
fied under this chapter. The certificate shall specify
the name of the person, firm or corporation so apply-
ing, and the name of the person, who in case of a
firm shall be one of its members, and in the case of
a corporation one of its officers, passing said exam-
ination, by which he or it shall be authorized to
enter upon or engage in business as set forth therein.
The holding of “Certificate A” shall not entitle the
holder individually to engage in or perform the
actual work of repairing motor vehicles or motor
vehicle parts as previously described in this section,
but shall entitle him to conduct business as a master
motor vehicle mechanic.
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(2) “Certificate B” shall be granted to any person
who has passed an examination as set forth in section
two of this chapter. It shall specify the name of
such person, who shall thereby be authorized to
engage in the business of journeyman motor vehicle
mechanic.
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(3) Fees; Re-examination. Persons desiring an
examination shall make written application therefor,
accompanied by the proper fee, which shall be twenty-
five dollars for “Certificate A” and ten dollars for
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“Certificate B.’’ An applicant failing to pass his
examination shall not have his fee returned to him,
but will be entitled to one free re-examination. For
each subsequent re-examination for “Certificate A”
he shall pay fifteen dollars, and for “Certificate B”,
five dollars.
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(4) Expiration and Renewal. Each “Certificate
A” shall expire on July thirty-first in each year, but
may be renewed by the same person, or the same
firm or corporation, acting by one or more of its
members or officers, without further examination,
upon payment of a fee of fifteen dollars, application
made therefor being made during said month or, in
case of sickness, absence or other disability of the
holder, at such time thereafter as the examiners
may permit.
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(5) “Certificate B.” Each “Certificate B” shall
expire on July thirty-first in each year, but may be
renewed upon payment of a fee of five dollars, and
upon the same conditions set forth in the preceding
paragraph.
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(6) Holders to display Certificates, etc. Holders
of “Certificate A” shall keep their certificate of
registration displayed in a conspicuous place in their
place of business or principal offices. Holders of
“Certificate B” shall be furnished by the examiners
with evidence of having been so licensed, in card
form or otherwise, which shall be carried on the
person of the licensee and exhibited upon request.
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(7) Any certificate expiring while the holder thereof
is in the military or naval service of the United
States shall be renewed without further examination
upon payment of the prescribed fee, at any time
within four months after such person’s discharge
from the service.
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(8) Examination papers for “Certificate A” and
“Certificate B” shall be preserved for at least two
years, after which time they may, at the discretion
of the examiners be destroyed.
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(9) Records to be open to Public, etc. Records116
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of the examinations shall be open to the public at
all times, and the examiners shall have printed an-
nually a manual of their regulations, including the
names of all licensees.
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Section 4- Certificates not transferable; may he
suspended or revoked. No certificates issued under
this chapter shall be assignable or transferable. They
may, after hearing, be suspended or revoked by the
examiners upon failure or refusal of the licensee to
comply with the rules and requirements of the ex-
aminers, or for other sufficient cause.
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Section 5. Penalties. Any person, firm or cor-
poration, or employee thereof, and any representa-
tive, member or officer of such firm or corporation
individually, entering upon or engaging in the busi-
ness and work hereinbefore defined, without being
licensed under section three, shall be subject to a
fine of not less than ten nor more than one hundred
dollars for a first offence, and for a subsequent offence
shall be subject to a fine of not less than fifty nor
more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment
in the house of correction for six months, or both.
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Section 6. Exemption of Apprentices and Learn-
ers. Nothing contained herein shall forbid the
employment by holders of “Certificate A” or of
“Certificate B” of learners or apprentices working
with and under the direct personal supervision of
licensed journeymen mechanics; provided, that no
such journeyman mechanic shall have more than
two learners or apprentices working with him and
under his direct personal supervision as aforesaid.
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Section 7. Penalty for Misstatement. Any per-
son applying for a journeyman’s license and making
any misstatement as to his experience or other quali-
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51 fications, or any person, firm or corporation subscrib-
-52 ing to or vouching for any such misstatement, shall
53 be subject to the penalties set forth in section five.
54 Section 8. Disposition of Fees and Fines. Fees
55 and fines collected under sections five and seven
56 shall be paid to the commonwealth.

Section 2. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by inserting after section 47, in-
serted by section 1 of chapter 643 of the acts of 1941,
the following three sections under the caption “State
Board of Examiners of Motor Vehicle Mechanics”:
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Section 48- There shall be a board of state ex-
aminers of motor vehicle mechanics, to be appointed
by the governor, in the two following sections called
the examiners, consisting of three members, citizens
of the commonwealth, of whom two shall have had
at least ten years’ continuous practical experience
as motor vehicle mechanics. Upon the expiration of
the term of a member of the board his successor
shall be appointed by the governor to serve for three
years. In the event of a vacancy in the board caused
otherwise than by the expiration of the term of office
a member qualified as above shall in like manner
be appointed by the governor. The governor shall
designate the chairman of said board.
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Section 49. Meetings. The examiners shall hold
regular meetings at the state house on the Tuesday
next following the first Monday of January, April
and October in each year, and such additional meet-
ings at such times and places as they may determine.
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Section 50. Compensation, etc. The members of
the board shall devote their full time to the duties
of their office, and they shall receive from the com-
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monwealth the following salaries: the chairman,
three thousand dollars and his necessary expenses
incurred in the discharge of his official duties, and
each of the other two members, twenty-five hundred
dollars and their actual expenses so incurred; pro-
vided, that the salaries and expenses of the members
of the board, and the expenses of the board, shall not
exceed the receipt for registration and from other
sources received by the state treasurer from the
board.
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