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Department of Agriculture,
41 Trbmont Street, Boston, Mas

November 26, 1952,

Chapter 50 of the Resolves of the Legislative session
of 1952 directs the Department of Agriculture to make
an investigation and study relative to current House
Document No. 1634 providing for the licensing by the
Department of Agriculture of persons acting as commis-
sion agents for farm products and establishing a maxi-
mum fee therefor.

With reference to the subject matter of House Docu-
ment No. 1634 the Department of Agriculture has studied
all phases of the questions involved with special consider-
ation to the effect of such legislation on the farmer and
consumer. It is the studied opinion of the Department
that the benefit farmers would obtain from the enact-
ment into law of provisions licensing and bonding per-
sons acting as commission agents for farm products
would be negligible compared to the costs of establishing
and maintaining such service.

Over a period of twenty-five years only two complaints
involving payments to farmers have been submitted to
the Department and such complaints were against com-
mission agents not regularly doing business in our princi-
pal markets.
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Conferences have been held in other states relative to
the need for licensing and bonding commission agents
dealing in farm products and our study and investigation
would indicate that the advantages to a few are greatly
offset by the great amount of regulatory work involved
and the disadvantages to many reputable commission
agents now doing business on our principal markets.

Most of the commission agents doing business in Mas-
sachusetts are licensed under the Federal Perishable
Commodity Act and the penalties for failure to make
proper payments to farmers are severe and involve the
loss of a license and the authority to do business in inter-
state commerce. The commission agents in Massachu-
setts are fully cognizant of their responsibilities to the
farmer and are prepared to handle the farm products of
Massachusetts farmers in an efficient manner with satis-
factory business relationships.

The Department is concerned with the possibility that
commission agents now handling farm products of Mas-
sachusetts farmers would be tempted to do business with
farmers of other states if the increased costs of doing
business with local farmers became a burden that neces-
sitated a change of policy.

The Department feels that it would be unwise to
license and bond persons acting as commission agents for
farm products at this time and respectfully report that
such legislation in its opinion is not necessary for the
orderly and effective marketing of farm products in this
Commonwealth.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Henry T. Broderick,
Commissioner.


