
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO A NEW
SUPER HIGHWAY FROM A POINT SOUTH
OF STONEHAM TO THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATE LINE.

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 2, 1952.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

The Department of Public Works herewith presents its
report in accordance with chapter 56, Resolves of 1952,
which reads as follows: •
Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study of the Ad-

visability of constructing a New Super Highway extend-
ing from a Point South of Stoneham to the New Hampshire
State Line.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate and study the advisability and feasibility
of constructing a new super highway extending from a point on route 28
in the Fellsway, so called, south of the town of Stoneham to a point at
or near the New Hampshire state line, said highway to be so located
as to by-pass the business districts and thickly settled residential dis-
tricts of the towns of Stoneham and Reading. The department shall
report to the general court theresults of its investigation, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and drafts of legis-
lation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-two.

Present Route 28 from a point south of Stoneham to
the New Hampshire line is now largely a four-lane un-
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divided highway in the rural areas except for a three-lane
section in Andover. It passes through the thickly settled
and congested areas of Stoneham, Reading, Andover,
Lawrence and Methuen.

There is no limitation of access, so even in the rural
areas there is an almost continuous strip development
along the road, with the consequent hazards of left turns
and cross movements in and out of driveways, and of
pedestrian activity. There are many entering and cross
roads at grade, some of which are controlled by traffic
signals. There are only two highway grade separations,
at the Route 128 crossing in Reading and at the Route
125 junction in Andover. There are railroad grade cross-
ings in Stoneham, Reading and Lawrence.

The present traffic volumes outside the thickly settled
areas are as follows:

26,956
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Andover

18,839
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Obviously these volumes indicate that the present road
is inadequate and that a high type facility is needed.

Widening of the present road plus by-passes around the
thickly settled areas is not feasible. Alignment would be
circuitous, property damages would be very high because
of the intense development of the present abutting prop-
erty, and limitation of access would be impossible of
attainment.

Therefore the studies have been confined to entirely
new location from the northerly end of the present di-
vided road on Fellsway West in Medford to the New
Hampshire line. From these studies it appears that the
new road should be west of the present route for the
entire distance. A tentative location has been selected
which is subject to modification as studies are continued
and surveys made. It involves the construction of about
22.8 miles of four-lane divided highway with about 29
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bridges, including one over the Merrimack River. The
estimated cost is about $23,000,000.

The Department makes no recommendation for legis-
lation. This project should be carried out as funds be-
come available for this type of construction, after other
new routes which have been started have been completed.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

William F. Callahan,
Commissioner.

Benjamin H. Grout,
Francis V. Matera,

Associate Commissioners.




