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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION OF ITS INVESTIGATION AND
STUDY RELATING TO THE HIGHER EDU-
CATION OF STATE WARDS.

Department of Education,
200 Newbury Street, Boston 16, December 2, 1952.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
Under the provisions of chapter 67 of the Resolves of

1952 the Department of Education was authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the sub-
ject matter of current senate document numbered 396,
relative to providing for a state fund for the purpose of
higher education of state wards under the division of
child guardianship in the Department of Public Welfare.

This resolve is as follows

Resolve providing ior an investigation and Study by the De-
partment of Education relative to providing a State Fund
for Higher Education of State Wards.

Cf)e Commontoealti) of

Chapter 67,

Resolved, That the department of education is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of
current senate document numbered 396, relative to providing for a
state fund for the purpose of higher education of state wards under the
division of child guardianship. The said department shall report to
the general court the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary
to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday
of December in the current year. Approved June 6, 195.2.
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The current senate document numbered 396 is as
follows;

SENATE No. 396

To accompany the petition of John W. Coddaire, Jr., that provision be made
for a State Fund for the purpose of higher education of State wards under the
Division of Child Guardianship. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for a state fund for the purpose of higher

EDUCATION OF STATE WARDS UNDER THE DIVISION OF CHILD GUARD-
IANSHIP.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 There shall be in the department of education a fund for the
2 purpose of higher education of state wards under the division of
3 child guardianship. Said fund shall be administered by a board of
4 three trustees to be appointed by the governor with advice and
5 consent of the council.

Following the above enactment (chapter 67 of the
Resolves of 1952), Commissioner Desmond designated
Raymond A. FitzGerald, Deputy Commissioner, to rep-
resent him and the department to conduct the investiga-
tion and study provided for therein, and, because of the
subject matter, it was obvious that the Department of
Education should immediately seek the co-operation and
the advice of the Department of Public Welfare, and,
more specifically, the Division of Child Guardianship of
said department.

Therefore the advice and counsel of Commissioner
Patrick A. Tompkins of the Department of Public Wel-
fare was sought, whose sympathetic attitude toward the
end to be accomplished proved highly valuable, in addi-
tion to which he made available the facilities of his
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department through the good offices of his Director of
Child Guardianship, Robert F. Ott, and the Director’s
assistant, Miss Esther P. Hill, whose co-operation was
genuine and whose contributions were invaluable.

The above-mentioned representatives of the Depart-
ment of Education and the Department of Public Welfare
carefully considered the salient factors relating to the
primary goal sought to be achieved by the legislation,
and the accompanying bill, marked “Appendix A”, pre-
pared by us, represents a proposed statutory provision
which we believe to be sound, simple and easily workable.

It will be noted that the proposed legislation is modeled
closely upon the pattern of General Laws, chapter 69,
section 78, which provides for higher educational oppor-
tunities for children of deceased members of the armed
forces (the so-called “War Orphans’ Act”), and very
logically so designed because the children (approximately
100 now eligible) to benefit under the instant proposed
bill have in common with the war orphans the fact that
they are without living natural parents or one living
natural parent. Furthermore, the above-mentioned sec-
tion 7B of chapter 69, relative to war orphans, has been
successfully administered by the Department of Educa-
tion since 1930 (chapter 263, Acts of 1930), a period of
twenty-two years. It is interesting to note that the War
Orphans’ Act was amended several times, viz., chapter
428, Acts of 1938, chapter 507, Acts of 1945, chapter 548,
Acts of 1946, chapter 399, Acts of 1947, chapters 357 and
381, Acts of 1948, chapter 758, Acts of 1950, chapter 747,
Acts of 1951, and chapter 497, Acts of 1952, which is
assurance that much thought and attention has been
given to the form, structure and content of the act and,
therefore, because its success in administration should
assure similar success in the administration of the instant
proposed bill modeled thereupon.

In conclusion, the matter of the state fund is provided
for by a Department of Public Welfare budget item to be
appropriated for its administration, the basis of which
budget item is contained in the act itself, and the actual
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administration is in the hands of the Department of
Public Welfare officials, a direct analogy to a similar pro-
vision in the Department of Education’s War Orphans’
Act above mentioned. Therefore, we recommend the
enactment of the accompanying bill marked Appendix A.

OWEN B. KIERNAN,
Chairman, Board of Education,

Dr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relating to higher educational opportuni-

ties FOR STATE WARDS UNDER THE DIVISION OF CHILD

GUARDIANSHIP.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 9 the following new sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 9A. The commonwealth, acting through
5 the department, may contribute to the higher educa-
-6 tion of state wards under the division of child guardian-
-7 ship. The director of the division of child guardian-
-8 ship, with the approval of the commissioner, shall
9 determine the eligibility of children for benefits pro-

-10 vided for in this section; and shall designate the
11 educational institutions to be attended by the chil-
-12 dren, which educational institutions shall be selected
13 from a list approved by the board of collegiate au-
-14 thority, in the department of education.
15 Any child who is eligible under this section shall,
16 upon becoming a student in any state or county edu-

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.
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17 cational institution, or other educational institution
18 approved in writing by the board of collegiate au-
-19 thority, shall be entitled to disbursements in his be-
-20 half by the commonwealth in an amount not to exceed
21 seven hundred and fifty dollars in any year, for ex-
-22 penses for tuition, board and room rent, transporta-
-23 tion, and books and supplies necessary or incidental
24 to his pursuit of study at such educational institution.
25 Such disbursements shall be made in behalf of the
26 child by the director of child guardianship, with the
27 approval of the commissioner, and said disbursements
28 shall continue for the benefit of such child only during
29 such time as he remains a student in good standing in
30 the institution in which he is enrolled, and in no event
31 shall any student receive the benefits provided by this
32 section for more than four years.






