
MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR-
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7,
WITH RESPECT TO PETITION OF CARL J.
GILBERT RELATING TO THE COMPOSITION,
POWERS AND STATUS OF THE NEW ENG-
LAND MEDICAL CENTER, AN ALLIANCE
OF CHARITABLE CORPORATIONS FORMED
UNDER CHAPTER FORTY OF THE ACTS OF
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY.

December 8, 1952.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by
the Clerk of the House on December 4, 1952, with the
request for a memorandum.

This proposal seeking to amend chapter 40 of the Acts
of 1930 attempts to broaden that which was permitted
by legislative enactment of chapter 40 of the Acts of 1930.
It is to be considered that special acts favoring particular
groups might be well questioned so as not to broaden
the General Laws by permitting other groups in espe-
cially obtaining for themselves benefits which this pro-
posal seeks. This would not appear actually to be a cor-
porate purpose but rather an expansion of a legislative
act which basically relates to the Boston Dispensary, the
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Boston Floating Hospital, and Trustees of Tufts College
which are organized under Massachusetts Laws.

The records of this office do not disclose a corporation
by the name of New England Medical Center.

No fee is required by General Laws, chapter 3, section 7.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Ferguson of Lexington, petition of Carl J. Gilbert relative
to the composition, powers and status of the New England Medical
Center. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relating to the composition, powers and

STATUS OF THE NEW ENGLAND MEDICAL CENTER, AN

ALLIANCE OF CHARITABLE CORPORATIONS FORMED UNDER

CHAPTER FORTY OF THE ACTS OF NINETEEN HUNDRED

AND THIRTY.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 40 of the acts of
2 1930, as amended by chapter 149 of the acts of 1946
3 is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
4 “Hospital” in the second line the words: —-, New
5 England Center Hospital, by striking out, in the
6 second line, the word “three” and inserting in its
7 place the word: four, and by adding at the end
8 of said section the following three sentences: Such
9 administrative board may appoint from its own num-

-10 ber an executive committee of not less than three
11 members, to which it may delegate any or all of its
12 powers subject to such conditions as it may determine.
13 A majority of the administrative board or executive
14 committee shall constitute a quorum, and when a
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15 quorum is present a majority of those present shall
16 decide any question. The administrative board may
17 from time to time adopt rules or by-laws, not incon-
18 sistent herewith, for the conduct of the affairs of the
19 medical center, and for the calling, holding and con-
20 duct of meetings of the administrative board and of
21 the executive committee, respectively., —so as to
22 read as follows: Section 1. The Boston Dispen-
23 sary, The Boston Floating Hospital, New England
24 Center Hospital and the Trustees of Tufts College,
25 four charitable corporations organized and existing
26 under the laws of Massachusetts, and such other
27 charitable corporations heretofore or hereafter organ-

28 ized under said laws as may be mutually agreed upon,

29 in furtherance of their respective corporate purposes,
30 are hereby authorized and empowered to form an
31 alliance for, and otherwise co-operate in, establishing,
32 maintaining and operating a medical center under
33 the supervision of an administrative board composed
34 of representatives from each of said corporations, and
35 to render mutual services and operate one or more
36 plants in common in connection with such medical
37 center. Such administrative board may appoint from
38 its own number an executive committee of not less
39 than three members, to which it may delegate any
40 or all of its powers subject to such conditions as it
41 may determine. A majority of the administrative
42 board or executive committee shall constitute a quo-
-43 rum, and when a quorum is present a majority of
44 those present shall decide any question. The ad-
-45 ministrative board may from time to time adopt rules
46 or by-laws, not inconsistent herewith, for the conduct
47 of the affairs of the medical center, and for the calling,
48 holding and conduct of meetings of the administrative
49 board and of the executive committee, respectively.
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1 Section 2. Section 2of said chapter 40, as amended
2 by said chapter 149, is hereby further amended by
3 adding at the end of said section the following two
4 sentences; - Without limiting any other authority or
5 power conferred by this act, said corporations are
6 hereby expressly authorized and empowered, in con-
-7 nection with maintaining and operating said medical
8 center, jointly to adopt and use the name New Eng-
-9 land Medical Center, and in that name to enter into

10 contracts for materials, supplies, labor, insurance,
11 public utility services and other services, to purchase,
12 hold and transfer stocks, bonds and other securities,
13 to receive gifts, bequests and contributions, to pur-
-14 chase, lease or otherwise acquire and to hold, convey,
15 transfer and assign real and personal property, to
16 maintain bank accounts and sign checks, to contract
17 for insurance or reinsurance and other services for the
18 purpose of complying with the provisions of the Work-
-19 men’s Compensation Law of the commonwealth of
20 Massachusetts and generally to carry on the business
21 of said medical center. Said corporations acting
22 jointly as a unit under said name shall be deemed an
23 employer within the meaning of paragraph five of
24 section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-two of
25 the General Laws of Massachusetts., so as to read
26 as follows: Section 2. Said corporations are hereby
27 authorized and empowered to enter into such mutual
28 agreement or agreements, to take such other action,
29 and to acquire and hold, either separately, jointly or
30 as tenants in common, such real and personal prop-
-31 erty as they may respectively deem necessary or de-
-32 sirable for the accomplishment of the objects set forth
33 in section one; provided, however, that none of said
34 corporations shall exceed the limits imposed by law
35 upon the amount of property which each may acquire
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36 and hold, and for the purpose of computing said limits
37 each of said corporations shall, in the absence of an
38 agreement between them to the contrary, be con-
-39 sidered as holding an equal part of any property
40 owned jointly or in common as aforesaid; and said
41 corporations respectively are hereby further author-
-42 ized and empowered to expend such of their funds,
43 not restricted to other purposes, as they may respect-
-44 ively deem necessary or desirable to accomplish any
45 of the objects set forth in this act. Without limiting
46 any other authority or power conferred by this act,
47 said corporations are hereby expressly authorized and
48 empowered, in connection with maintaining and op-
-49 crating said medical center, jointly to adopt and use
50 the name New England Medical Center, and in that
51 name to enter into contracts for materials, supplies,
52 labor, insurance, public utility services and other serv-
-53 ices, to purchase, hold and transfer stocks, bonds and
54 other securities, to receive gifts, bequests and con-
-55 tributions, to purchase, lease or otherwise acquire
56 and to hold, convey, transfer and assign real and
57 personal property, to maintain bank accounts and
58 sign checks, to contract for insurance or reinsurance
59 and other services for the purpose of complying with
60 the provisions of the Workmen’s Compensation Law
61 of the commonwealth of Massachusetts and gener-
-62 ally to carry on the business of said medical center.
63 Said corporations acting jointly as a unit under said
64 name shall be deemed an employer within the mean-

-65 ing of paragraph five of section one of chapter one

66 hundred and fifty-two of the General Laws of Massa-
-67 chusetts.






