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Metropolitan Dihtuiot Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston 8, December 3, 1952,

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court Assembled.

Chapter 90 of the Resolves of the current year provides
for an investigation and study by the Metropolitan
District Commission relative to certain Metropolitan
District Commission projects as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate and study the subject matter
of current senate documents numbered 245 and 359, and of current
house documents numbered 188, 470, 480, 986, 1025, 1308, 1818,
2262, 2264 and 2378. Said commission shall report, as soon as may
be, to the general court the results of its investigation and study, in-
cluding plans, specifications and costs, together with drafts of legisla-
tion necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives from time to time,
but not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

This bill directs the Metropolitan District Commission
to reconstruct an existing bridge and to construct an
overpass on the Monsignor McGrath Highway in the
city of Somerville. The bridge to be reconstructed and
widened is the so-called Squires bridge, over the Boston
and Maine Railroad.

The overpass to be constructed starts near Medford
Street on the McGrath Highway and passes over Wash-
ington Street and near Cross Street. Plans and specifica-
tions for these two projects are practically completed.

The Commission has included these projects in the
1953 Highway Improvement Loan Program so there is
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no particular necessity for the enactment of additional
legislation.

Senate, No. 359.
This bill would allow an acceleration to the maximum

salary level for members of the Metropolitan District
Police with twelve years of service in the employ of the
CommonwTealth upon promotion to a higher grade.

Due to the overlap between the maximum in lower
grade police positions and the minimum in the next
higher ratings, there are occasions where it is possible
that patrolmen are being paid higher salaries than ser-
geants, sergeants more than lieutenants, lieutenants more
than captains and so on. For example, the maximum of
our police deputy superintendent at $6,660 per year is
$7BO greater than the superintendent’s minimum of
$5,880. ■*

This condition does not serve the best interests of the
department as there is considerable dissatisfaction when
well-merited promotions to positions of much greater
responsibility carry little if anj'- commensurate emolu-
ment, the prime factor in such situations.

As the additional cost to put the change in effect is
quite nominal (the initial impact is estimated at $13,000
per annum with a subsequent yearly cost ofabout $3,500),
the Commission believes there are logical and compelling
reasons for favorable action on this measure, if any ex-
ceptions to the present standardized salary procedures
can be made.

House, No. 188.
This calls for the landscaping of the Metropolitan

District Commission’s property bounded by Mystic
Valley Parkway, Medford Street, River Street and the
Mystic River, in Arlington. The areas along the river
banks of the Commission’s property are being landscaped
and developed as funds are obtained. This resolve would
direct the Commission to continue and complete this
work. It is estimated that the cost would be $5,000. A
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draft of legislation necessary to accomplish this land-
scaping is submitted herewith.

House, No. 470.
House, No. 470 directs the Metropolitan District Com-

mission to enlarge and develop the existing parking
facilities in the area along Nahant Road in the town of
Nahant. The sum suggested is $50,000. The 1953 sup-
plementary budget provided $25,000 for surfacing park-
ing areas in Nahant. It is suggested that this work be
continued so that the full program may be obtained.
Nahant Beach is visited by thousands of persons annually
who complain of the undeveloped parking areas. The
Commission recommends that an additional sum of
$25,000 be appropriated for this purpose and recommends
the accompanying act.

House, No. 480.
This bill authorizes the Commission to take by eminent

domain certain land in the city of Revere. There are
approximately 13,000 square feet of vacant land available
in the area bounded by Revere Beach Reservation and
Ocean Avenue and adjacent to an existing dance hall.
This area accommodates approximately seventy cars and
is now being used by the proprietors of the dance hall as
a parking area. It has been suggested that the Com-
mission take this land and develop it into a parking area
for the general public.

It is the opinion of the Commission that this area of
land is much too small (and probably much too costly)
for any large scale parking area and consequently the
Commission is opposed to this bill. Therefore, no legisla-
tion is suggested for the taking and construction of this
parking area.

House, No. 989.
This bill authorizes the Commission to study a long-

range plan for the acquisition of land for reservation
purposes in Braintree, Weymouth, Hingham, Cohasset
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and Hull. These towns, with the exception of Cohasset
which is only assessed for Nantasket Beach Reservation
expenses, are member municipalities in the Metropolitan
Parks District.

The Commission’s Division of Park Engineering has
made field studies of the land included in the proposed
new reservations and has prepared the accompanying
plan showing the areas under consideration. The acreages
of these areas are approximately, as follows:

Acres.

Braintree
Weymouth
Hingham
Cohasset
Hull .

753
812

1,800
347
a

It is estimated that the lands shown on the plan will
cost approximately $775,000. Surveys will have to he
made and appraisals by real estate experts obtained before
specific figures as to cost can be made available.

These proposed reservations in the South Shore area
are studded with attractive ponds and lakes, and several
hills provide beautiful views of the countryside. Much
of the land is rough or wooded and some of it is swampy
and therefore very low in value.

Wherever possible the land for the proposed reservations
was chosen adjacent to existing public or semi-public
land so as to provide continuity in ownership. The
suggested boundaries of the land were adjusted to fit
possible future pleasure drives and boundary roads.

This land could be made accessible, in the near future,
at very little cost through the construction of hikers’
trails and the improvement of existing dirt access roads.

A long range plan of further development, including
the construction of a pleasure drive, boundary roads, ski
slopes, skating areas, picnic areas and other recreational
facilities could be undertaken as funds may be made
available.

The Commission can see quite substantial advantages
in the acquirement of these lands for public purposes, but
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must respectfully point to the fact that they lie within
the same general southerly quadrant of the Metropolitan
Parks District as the Blue Hills Reservation where 5,000
acres of woodland and other interesting terrain with a
wide variety of recreational developments are now avail-
able to the public.

We wish to express our indebtedness to Professor
Theron I. Cain of Weymouth, principal proponent of
the bill, who contributed a great amount of his time in
the preparation of data in collaboration with the Com
mission’s Division of Park Engineering.

House, No. 1025.
This bill authorizes the payment out of the state treas-

ury, subject to appropriation, to Percival H. Mosher of
Boston, an annuity of fifteen hundred dollars, payable in
equal monthly installments.

In reference to this document the Commission reports
that it is not possible to furnish a complete record of
Mr. Mosher’s employment with the Commission, but it
runs back to 1910, at least, and it may be that he was
employed as early as 1900 although we cannot be definite
about the exact time he started. He worked on numerous
occasions over this long period as a construction inspector
in our Water, Sewerage and Construction divisions until
he reached the age of seventy in 1949. While all of his
employment with the Commission, with the exception of
his last few years of service in our Sewerage Division
when he finally acquired permanent status, was of a
temporary character without eligibility to join the retire-
ment system, the Commission believes the aggregate of
all his employment in the public service, with other
agencies as well as our Commission, will amount to at
least thirty years and no doubt much longer. The Com-
mission officers and personnel recall him as an efficient,
conscientious and faithful worker and because of the
unusual conditions connected with the record of his em-
ployment the Commission believes there is substantial
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justification in the petition to allow him an annuity and
hereby recommends favorable action on this document.

House, No. 1308.
This bill authorizes the Commission to maintain the

sea wall at Quincy Shore Drive (known now as the
William T. Morrissey Boulevard).

The sea wall at Quincy Shore Reservation retains the
parking area and roadway and is stepped down on the
ocean side in the form of seats. In recent years the Com-
mission placed a three-foot parapet wall on top of the
sea wall to prevent heavy storm tides from sweeping across
the roadway to the low lands on the other side. This area
of low land is distinctly marginal in character and has
been built up on speculative lines. Cellars were flooded
by these storms but the flood situation has been corrected
although the sea wall steps have not been repaired and
there are many places where the wall has been undermined.

The hurricane of 1938 was the original cause of much
of the damage and since then the Commission has never
been given sufficient money to completely repair the
damage, ■— repairs which are badly needed.

It is estimated that §75,000 will be required to repair
the sea wall and parking area.

It is recommended that this sum be provided in the
Commission’s budget.

House, No. 1818.

This bill would direct the Commission to construct a
cutoff from North Shore Road to Revere Beach Parkway
in the city of Revere. This location is near the Suffolk
Downs race track. North Shore Road is controlled by
the Massachusetts Department of Public Works, and the
cutoff would be through private lands. The only interest
the Commission would have would be the entrance into
the cutoff from Winthrop Avenue.

The Commission feels that the amount of money en-
tailed in the land taking necessary and the construction
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of this cutoff is not warranted for its effective use, since
there is an entrance into North Shore Road from Revere
Beach Parkway. Since the Commission is not in favor
of this cutoff, no legislation is recommended.

House, No. 2262.
This resolve is based on House, No. 2262 and provides

for a parkway to be known as the Lynnway in the city of
Lynn from the General Edwards bridge to a traffic circle
at the Lynn Shore Drive. The Commission, by request
of the General Court, submitted a report on a survey and
investigation relative to the proposed relocation of this
parkway in March, 1952, which became House Bill No.
2378. The Lynnway has a high priority in the Commis-
sion’s list of work to be done under the 1953 Highw'ay
Improvement Loan Fund and, therefore, the Commission
sees no particular need for the enactment of additional
legislation.

House, No. 2264.
This resolve is based on House, No. 2264 which au-

thorizes and directs the Commission to construct an ex-
tension of Mystic Valley Parkway on the east side of
Mystic River from High Street to the Arlington-Medford
line. Funds have been made available in the 1953 sup-
plementary budget to continue the extension of Mystic
Valley Parkway from High Street to Harvard Avenue,
Medford. It is desirable to continue this work from
Harvard Avenue along the Mystic River to a point op-
posite the junction of Mystic Valley Parkway and Alewife
Brook Parkway. This will include the construction of
a bridge over the Mystic River. The completion of this
project would provide for parkways on both sides of the
Mystic River. A draft of legislation is submitted here-
with.

House, No. 2378.

This resolve is similar to House, No. 2262. This bill
provides a report on the survey and investigation for the
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proposed Lynnway. Various routes of the Lynnway are
designated. The cost of this project is estimated to be
$3,393,000 and the Commission expects to construct this
parkway under the 1953 Highway Improvement Loan
Fund.

Respectfully submitted,

EDGAR F. COPELL
Commissioner
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for the landscaping of the land

BELONGING TO THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMIS-

SION BOUNDED BY THE MYSTIC VALLEY PARKWAY, MED

FORD STREET, RIVER STREET AND THE MYSTIC RIVER IN-

ARLINGTON

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 The metropolitan district commission is hereby
2 authorized and directed to landscape the land belong-
-3 ing to said commission bounded by the Mystic Valley
4 parkway, Medford street, River street and the Mystic
5 river in the town of Arlington. For said purpose, said
6 commission may expend five thousand dollars as may
7 hereafter be appropriated therefor.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Cbe Commontoealti) of Q^assiacfrusettsf
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

■Vn Act relative to parking facilities in the town

OF NAHAN

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to enlarge and
3 develop existing parking facilities in the area along
4 Nahant road in the town of Nahant.

1 Section 2. The sum of twenty-five thousand
2 dollars is hereby appropriated for this purpose.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage

Cfte Commontoealtb of B@asoac&usetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three

An Act providing for the extension of the mystic

VALLEY PARKWAY IN THE CITY OF MEDFORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to construct an
3 extension of the Mystic Valley parkway on the north
4 side of the Mystic river from Harvard avenue along
5 the Mystic river to a point opposite the junction of
(i Mystic Valley parkway and Alewife Brook parkway.

!#«

1 Section 2. A suitable bridge crossing the Mystic
2 river shall be constructed connecting Mystic Valley
3 parkway with the junction of Mystic Valley parkway
4 and Alewife Brook parkway.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts

1 Section 3. The commission shall expend such
2 sums as may hereafter be appropriated for the work.








