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Executive Department

State House, Boston, January 28, 1953.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

A few days ago, His Honor, the Mayor of Boston,
brought to my attention the fact that the building known
as the Boston Arena, which has been used by the schools
of Greater Boston for athletic contests, particularly
hockey games, had been optioned for sale to a private
purchaser for uses other than athletic contests.

I am also advised that the individual holding the
option would be willing to relinquish the same should
some governmental agency desire to obtain the building
for public purposes.

I have been in touch with a number of persons who
are interested in our boys clubs, in the problems of juve-
nile delinquency and in recreational facilities. All are
in complete agreement that the loss of this important
facility for recreational purposes would be a very serious
one for the Metropolitan area.

With this position, I fully agree.
When the boys are willing to hold their practice ses-

sions at five o’clock in the morning and to wait until long
after midnight on occasion for their hockey games, then
we should do all that we can to preserve their oppor-
tunity to take part in this sport.

The Arena is now used by high school teams not only
in the City of Boston but in the cities and towns of the
Metropolitan District.

You now have before you recommendations by the
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Metropolitan District Commission for the construction of
a number of ice skating rinks within the District.

I feel that the acquisition by the Metropolitan District
Commission of the Arena would serve a similar purpose
at far smaller expense.

I therefore recommend to you that you give considera-
tion at an early date to the desirability of authorizing
the acquisition of the Boston Arena by the Metropolitan
District Commission, by eminent domain, purchase, or
gift or a combination thereof, and that you provide for
its management by the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion with the advice of an unpaid board of public spirited
citizens who have a direct concern in seeing that its use
is confined primarily to the purpose of furnishing, at a
reasonable cost, recreational facilities for the youth of
the Metropolitan area.

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER
Governor of the Commonwealth.


