
House of Representatives, February 25, 1953.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 992) of
John B. Hynes (mayor) relative to fines or forfeitures for
parking violations in the downtown area of the city of
Boston, report (in part) the accompanying bill (House,
No. 2340).

For the committee,

J. PHILIP HOWARD.

HOUSE No. 2340
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the non-criminal disposition of

PARKING VIOLATIONS, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 20A of chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph,
3 as most recently amended by chapter 98 of the acts
4 of 1952, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraph:
6 Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a
7 district court as provided herein, instead of appearing
8 personally may appear through any person duly au-
-9 thorized by him in writing, or mail to said clerk, with

10 the notice, the amount due as provided herein, such
11 payment to be made only by postal note, money order,
12 or by check. Any such offender, or in his absence a
13 person authorized, may request the clerk of the court
14 that the offence charged be taken for confessed, and
15 if it appears that it is the first offence charged against
16 such offender for a violation of any provision men-
-17 tioned in this section committed in a particular city
18 or town and within the jurisdiction of such court
19 within a calendar year, said clerk shall dismiss the
20 charge without payment of any fine or forfeiture,
21 which proceedings shall not be deemed criminal, and
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22 shall warn the offender or person authorized, as the
23 case may be, that the offender will be subject to a
24 fine or forfeiture for another such offence committed
25 within such calendar year, and if it appears that it is
26 a second, third, fourth or fifth offence as aforesaid so
27 committed within such calendar year, the offender or
28 person authorized may pay to said clerk one dollar,
29 or two dollars, in case of such sixth or subsequent
30 offence; except that the owner of a vehicle who vio-
-31 lates the rules for parking in the downtown area of
32 the city of Boston, that is, the section of said city
33 bounded by the waterfront starting at an imaginary
34 line drawn thrbugh the center of Staniford street that
35 meets the Charles river near the North Station, and
36 following the waterfront to the Charlestown bridge
37 turning right thereon and running along and includ-
-38 ing both sides of Washington street north to Hay-
-39 market Square and crossing Haymarket Square in-
-40 eluding both sides thereof to Blackstone street, thence
41 down Blackstone street on both sides to Commercial
42 street turning left on Commercial street and follow-
-43 ing the center line of Commercial street to Boston
44 Harbor thence along the waterfront to the Broadway
45 bridge, thence turning on Broadway and continuing
46 through Park Square to Charles street, including both
47 sides of said ways to Beacon street, thence turning on
48 said Beacon street and proceeding up Beacon street
49 on the Common side to Bowdoin street, thence turn-
-50 ing on Bowdoin street and proceeding down Bowr doin
51 street on the easterly side thereof to Cambridge
52 street, thence crossing Cambridge street to Bowdoin
53 Square thence down Chardon street to Merrimac
54 street turning left on Merrimac street including both
55 sides thereof to Staniford street, thence turning and
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56 proceeding down the center of Staniford street and
57 continuing in an imaginary line to the Charles river
58 at the North Station to the point of beginning, as
59 shown on a map filed in the office of the secretary of
60 state and marked “Downtown area of the City of
61 Boston referred to in General Laws, chapter 90, sec-
-62 tion 20A”, shall be liable for a fine or forfeiture of one
63 dollar for the first offence, a fine or forfeiture of two
64 dollars for the second, third, fourth and fifth offence,
65 and for a sixth or subsequent offence such fine or for-
-66 feiture, not exceeding fifteen dollars, as may be fixed
67 in a schedule of fines and forfeitures established for
68 the purpose by the justices of the municipal court of
69 the city of Boston. Whenever it becomes necessary
70 to ascertain whether a person owning twr o or more
71 motor vehicles is chargeable as such owner with a
72 first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth or subsequent
73 offence hereunder, such question shall, in the case of
74 vehicles singly registered, be determined separately
75 with respect to the particular vehicle involved in such
76 violation and, in the case of vehicles subject to section
77 five, with respect to the particular register number
78 plates used on the vehicle involved in such violation
79 at the time thereof.


