
No. 2449HOUSE
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Howard of West-

minster, for a bill with the same title (House, No. 2340) and passed by
the House to be engrossed. March 23.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the non-criminal disposition of

PARKING VIOLATIONS, SO CALLED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to have
3 its provisions take effect on May first in the current
4 year, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-5 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
6 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 20A, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 193 of the acts of
4 1952, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 20A. It shall be the duty of any police
6 officer who takes cognizance of a violation of any
7 provision of any rule, regulation, order, ordinance or
8 by-law regulating the parking of motor vehicles es-
-9 tablished bv any city or town or by any commission
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or body empowered by law to make such rules or
regulations therein, forthwith to give to the offender
a notice to appear before the clerk of the district
court having jurisdiction, at any time during office
hours, in the case of a violation involving a motor
vehicle registered under the laws of this common-
wealth, not later than twenty-one days after the
time of said violation, and in the case of a motor
vehicle registered under the laws of another state
or country, not later than thirty days after such
time. Such notice shall be made in triplicate, and
shall contain the name and address of the offender,
and, if served with notice in hand at the time of such
violation, the number of his license, if any, to operate
motor vehicles; the registration number of the ve-
hicle involved, the time and place of the violation,
the specific offence charged, and the time and place
for appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
officer, and shall be signed by the offender whenever
practicable in acknowledgment that the notice has
been received. The officer shall if possible deliver to
the offender at the time and place of the violation a
copy of said notice. Whenever it is not possible to
deliver a copy of said notice to the offender at the
time and place of the violation, said copy shall be
sent by the officer, or by his commanding officer or
any person authorized by said commanding officer,
in the case of a violation involving a motor vehicle
registered under the laws of this commonwealth,
within three days of the offence, and in the case of
any motor vehicle registered under the laws of an-
other state or country, within ten days thereof, ex-
clusive, in either case, of Sundays and holidays, to
the address of the registrant of the motor vehicle in-
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44 volved, as appearing, in the case of a motor vehicle
45 registered under the laws of this commonwealth, in
46 the records of the registry of motor vehicles, or, in
47 the case of a motor vehicle registered under the laws
48 of another state or country, in the records of the
49 official in such state or country having charge of the
50 registration of such motor vehicle. Such notice
51 mailed by the officer, his commanding officer, or the
52 person so authorized, to the last address of said regis-
53 trant as appearing as aforesaid, shall be deemed a
54 sufficient notice, and a certificate of the officer or
55 person so mailing such notice that it has been
56 mailed in accordance with this section shall be
57 deemed prima facie evidence thereof and shall be
58 admissible in any court of the commonwealth as to
59 the facts contained therein. At or before the com-
60 pletion of each tour of duty the officer shall give to
61 his commanding officer those copies of each notice
62 of such a violation taken cognizance of during such
63 tour which have not already been delivered or
64 mailed by him as aforesaid. Said commanding offi-
65 cer shall retain and safely preserve one of such copies,
66 and shall, at a time not later than the beginning of
67 the next court day after said delivery or mailing, de-
68 liver another of such copies to the clerk of the court
69 before whom the offender has been notified to appear.
70 The clerk of each district court shall maintain a
71 separate docket of all such notices to appear.
72 Any person notified to appear before the clerk, of
73 a district court as provided herein may appear be-
-74 fore such clerk and confess the offence charged,
75 either personally or through an agent duly author-
-76 ized in writing or by mailing to such clerk, with the
77 notice, the fine provided herein, such payment to
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be made only by postal note, money order or check.
If it is the first offence subject to this section com-
mitted by such person within the jurisdiction of the
court and in a particular citjr or town in the calendar
year, the clerk shall dismiss the charge without the
payment of any fine; and if it is the second, third,
fourth or fifth such offence so committed in such city
or town in the calendar year, payment to the clerk
of a fine of one dollar shall operate as a final disposi-
tion of the case; and if it is the sixth or subsequent
such offence so committed in such city or town in
the calendar year, payment to the clerk of a fine of
two dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the
case; provided, however, that the provisions of this
sentence shall not apply to offences subject to this
section committed in the downtown area of the city
of Boston. If it is the first offence subject to this
section committed by such person in the downtown
area of the city of Boston in the calendar year, pay-
ment to the clerk of a fine of one dollar shall operate
as a final disposition of the case; and if it is the
second, third, fourth or fifth such offence so com-
mitted in the calendar year, payment to the clerk of
a fine of two dollars shall operate as a final disposi-
tion of the case; and if it is the sixth or subsequent
such offence so committed in the calendar year,
payment of the fine established therefor by the
justices of the municipal court of the city of Boston
as hereinafter provided in this section shall operate
as a final disposition of the case. Whenever it be-
comes necessary to ascertain whether a person own-
ing two or more motor vehicles is chargeable as such
owner with a first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth
or subsequent offence hereunder, such question shall,
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112 in the case of vehicles singly registered, be deter-
-113 mined separately with respect to the particular
114 vehicle involved in such violation, and, in the case
115 of vehicles subject to section five, with respect to
116 the particular number plate or plates used on the
117 vehicle involved in such violation at the time thereof.
118 Proceedings under this paragraph shall not be deemed
119 criminal; and no person notified to appear before the
120 clerk of a district court as provided herein shall be
121 required to report to any probation officer, and no
122 record of the case shall be entered in the probation
123 records.
124 Should any person notified to appear hereunder
125 fail to appear, and, if a fine is provided hereunder,
126 to pay the same, or having appeared shall desire not
127 to avail himself of the benefits of the procedure es-
128 tablished by this section, the clerk shall as soon as
129 may be notify the officer concerned, who shall forth
130 with make a complaint and follow the procedure
131 established for criminal cases. If any person fails to
132 appear in accordance with the summons issued upon
133 such complaint, the clerk shall send such person, by
134 registered mail, return receipt requested, a notice
135 that the complaint is pending and that, if the person
136 fails to appear within twenty-one days from the send-
137 ing of such notice, a warrant for his arrest will be
138 issued and the registrar of motor vehicles notified to
139 suspend his right or license to operate motor vehicles.
140 If any person fails to appear within twenty-one days
141 from the sending of such notice, the court shall issue
142 a warrant for his arrest and the clerk shall notify the
143 registrar, who shall forthwith suspend the right of
144 such person to operate motor vehicles, or his license,
145 if any, to operate the same, and shall not reinstate
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As used in this section, the words “motor vehicle”
shall, so far as apt, include trailer, semi-trailer and
semi-trailer unit; and the words “downtown area of
the city of Boston” shall be deemed to mean that
part of the city of Boston bounded by the waterfront
starting at an imaginary line drawn through the
center of Stamford street that meets the Charles
river near the North Station, and following the water-
front to the Charlestown bridge, turning right thereon
and running along and including both sides of Wash-
ington street north to Haymarket square and cross-
ing Haymarket square, including both sides thereof,
to Blackstone street, thence down Blackstone street
on both sides to Commercial street, turning left on

Commercial street and following the center line of
Commercial street to Boston harbor, thence along the
waterfront to the Broadway bridge, thence turning
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such right or license or issue a renewal thereof to
such person until after notice from the clerk of the
court disposing of such complaint that the same has
been disposed of in accordance with law; and it
shall be the duty of the clerk of the court disposing
of such complaint to notify the registrar forthwith
that such case has been so disposed of. The notice
to appear, provided herein, shall be printed in such
form as the chief justice of the municipal court of the
city of Boston may prescribe for said court, and as
the administrative committee of district courts as
created by section forty-three A of chapter two hun-
dred and eighteen may prescribe for district courts
other than said municipal court. The clerks of the
district courts shall distribute such notices to the
commanding officers of police departments upon re-
quest, and shall take a receipt therefor.
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180 on Broadway and continuing through Park square to
181 Charles street, including both sides of said ways to
182 Beacon street, thence turning on said Beacon street
183 and proceeding up Beacon street on the Common side
184 to Bowdoin street, thence turning on Bowdoin street
185 and proceeding down Bowdoin street on the easterly
186 side thereof to Cambridge street, thence crossing
187 Cambridge street to Bowdoin square, thence down
188 Chardon street to Merrimac street, turning left on
189 Merrimac street, including both sides thereof, to
190 Staniford street, thence turning and proceeding down
191 the center of Staniford street and continuing in an
192 imaginary line to the Charles river at the North
193 Station to the point of beginning, as shown on a map
194 filed in the office of the state secretary and marked
195 “Downtown area of the City of Boston referred to
196 in General Laws, chapter 90, section 20A.” The jus-
197 tices of the municipal court of the city of Boston
198 shall from time to time establish, in schedule form or
199 otherwise, the fines for sixth and subsequent offences
200 subject to this section committed in the downtown
201 area of the city of Boston; provided, however, that
202 no fine exceeding fifteen dollars shall be so estab-
203 lished.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of section 20A of
2 chapter 90 of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
-3 tion one of this act, the months of January, February,
4 March and April of the calendar year nineteen hun-
-5 dred and fifty-three shall not be deemed to be a part
6 of said calendar year, but to constitute a separate
7 calendar year.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on May first
2 in the current year.




