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House of Representatives, April 14, 1953.

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2137) of
Henry F. Long (Commissioner of Corporations and Taxa-
tion) for increasing the tax imposed by the Commonwealth
on amounts wagered at certain horse racing meetings
conducted under the pari-mutuel or certificate system of
wagering, report the accompanying bill (House, No. 2558).

For the committee,

STEPHEN L. FRENCH.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the tax imposed by the common-
wealth ON AMOUNTS wagered at certain horse
racing meetings conducted under the pari-mutuel

OR certificate system of wagering.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act Mould
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make available
3 immediately revenue for the old age assistance fund,
4 therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
5 law7

, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
6 public convenience

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,

fid House of Representatives
nd by the authority of the

same, as follow
1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 128 A of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out, in the second sentence of the third
4 paragraph of the said section, the following: “and
5 less an amount not to exceed ten per cent of the
6 total amount so deposited by the patrons Magering
7 on the speed or ability of running horses in a race or
8 races not conducted in connection with a state or
9 county fair,” and inserting in place thereof the follow-

-10 ing: and less an amount not to exceed eleven and
11 one half per cent of the total amount so deposited by
12 the patrons wagering on the speed or ability of run-
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13 ning horses in a race or races not conducted in con-
-14 nection with a state or county fair, - so that said
15 sentence will read as follows: Each licensee con-
-16 ducting a racing meeting shall become the custodian
17 or depository for such sums as may be deposited with
18 such licensee by patrons as wagers on the speed or
19 ability of any one or more horses or dogs in a race or
20 races and such licensee shall be responsible for such
21 sum so deposited and shall return to the winning
22 patrons so wagering on the speed or ability of any one
23 or more horses or dogs in a race or races all sums so
24 deposited as an award or dividend, according to the
25 acknowledged and recognized rules and method under
26 which such pari-mutuel or certificate system has been
27 operated, less the breaks, as defined in this section,
28 and less an amount not to exceed eleven and one half
29 per cent of the total amount so deposited by the
30 patrons wagering on the speed or ability of running
31 horses m a race or races not conducted in connection
32 with a state or county fair, and fifteen per cent of the
33 total amount so deposited by the patrons wagering
34 on the speed or ability of running horses in a race or
35 races conducted in connection with a state or county
36 fair and on the speed or ability of harness horses or
37 of dogs in a race or races, whether or not conducted
38 in connection with a state or county fair, and less the
39 so-called breaks, as defined in this section.

1 Section 2. Section sof chapter 128 A of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first sentence of the fourth paragraph
4 of the said section and inserting in place thereof the
5 following sentence: • Each person licensed to con-
-6 duct a running horse racing meeting, other than a
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7 licensee holding a racing meeting in connection with
8 a state or county fair, shall pay to the commission on
9 the day following each day of such horse racing meet-

-10 ing a sum equal to five per cent of the total amount
11 deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so
12 wagering at such meeting, said percentage to be paid
13 from the eleven and one half per cent withheld, as
14 provided in this section, from the total amount
15 wagered.

1 Section 3. Section sof chapter 128 A of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out, in the third sentence of the fourth para-
-4 graph of said section, the word “ten” and inserting
5 in place thereof the words: eleven and one half,
6 so that said sentence will read as follows: Each
7 licensee may retain as his commission on the total of
8 all sums so deposited, in addition to his share of the
9 breaks as hereinafter provided, a sum not exceeding

10 the balance of the eleven and one half and fifteen per
11 cent withheld, as provided in this section, from the
12 total amount wagered after deducting therefrom the
13 amount hereinbefore required to be paid to the com-
-14 mission.


