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Executive Department

State House, Boston May 20, 1953.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949, as amended, Section 203(J) authorizes the
Administrator of the General Services Administration to
donate for educational purposes or public health pur-
poses, including research in the States, Territories and
possessions without cost, except for costs of care and
handling such equipment, materials, books, or other sup-
plies under the control of any executive agency as shall
have been determined to be usable and necessary for edu-
cational purposes or public health purposes.

Under this Act, the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare shall determine whether the property is
usable and necessary for educational and public health
purposes and shall allocate the property on the basis of
needs and utilization for transfer by the Administrator
of the General Service Administration to State Agencies
for Surplus Property for distribution to the eligible edu-
cational and public health institutions in each State.

A State Agency for Surplus Property has been oper-
ating as a unit within the Division of Vocational Educa-
tion, Department of Education since January 15, 1946, on
the basis of written designation from the Executive De-
partment. This designation has been supported by an-
nual action of the Massachusetts General Court appro-
priating funds for the work of the surplus property agency
in the Department of Education in the general and sup-
plementary appropriation acts of the Commonwealth.

Since the date of its inception, the Massachusetts State
Agency for Surplus Property has acquired and distributed
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to over 700 educational and public health institutions in
Massachusetts over eleven million dollars (acquisition
value) in property.

Late in February, I received a letter from Mrs. Oveta
Culp Hobby, Secretary, Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, which stated that due to new regula-
tions it was essential that each State Agency for Surplus
Property be designated by State law, and advised that
the operations of each State Agency for Surplus Property
must meet the requirements of the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare as published in the Federal Regis-
ter, Vol. 18, No. 5, Page 165 (“Minimum Requirements
for Operation of State Agency for Surplus Property”).

Mrs. Hobby further advised that the state must submit
a plan of operation for approval not later than June 30,
1953, if the State Agency in Massachusetts is to continue
to receive benefits under the program.

The Attorney General has reviewed the previous desig-
nations by the Executive Department and has given an
opinion that, under the present federal law and the regu-
lations of the Department of Health, Education and Wel-
fare, the Massachusetts Department of Education does
not now have the authority necessary and that the as-
signment of such authority is properly a function of the
legislative branch of the government.

It is clear that the best interests of both the tax-
upported and non-profit tax-exempt educational and

public health institutions in the Commonwealth call for
the immediate establishment of a State Agency for Sur-
plus Property conforming with the requirements of the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare.

To that end, I have prepared appropriate legislation
which is submitted herewith for your immediate consid-
eration in order to allow for the submission of the State
Plan prior to June 30, 1953.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act providing for the establishment of a state

AGENCY FOR SURPLUS PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 74 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding at the end, under the caption state agency

3 for surplus property, the following section ;

4 Section 55. There is hereby created and estab-
-5 lished in the department of education, division of
6 vocational education, a state agency for surplus
7 property, authorized and empowered to acquire,
8 warehouse, allocate and distribute surplus govern-
-9 ment property to tax-supported and to non-profit

10 institutions and others, eligible to acquire property
11 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
12 federal property and administrative services act of
13 nineteen hundred and forty-nine and amendments
14 thereto, and in accordance with the provisions of an
15 approved state plan, and to execute agreements as
16 required by the federal government. Said division
17 shall either employ and assign, or both, such super-
-18 visory and clerical persons as may be needed by it in
19 carrying out the responsibilities assigned under this
20 section.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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