
House of Representatives, June 29, 1953.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was
referred the Bill to establish a minimum rate for recipients
of old age assistance who are patients in nursing and con-
valescent homes (House, No. 2499), report that the same
ought to pass in the form of a new draft herewith sub-
mitted (House, No. 2864).

For the committee,

ERNEST A. JOHNSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act to establish a minimum rate for recipients

OF OLD AGE ASSISTANCE WHO ARE PATIENTS IN NURSING

AND CONVALESCENT HOMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section lof
2 chapter 118 A of the General Laws is herebj" amended
3 by striking out the fifth sentence, as appearing in
4 chapter 799 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: Such assistance shall be on
6 the basis of need, and the amount thereof shall be
7 determined in accordance with budgetary standards
8 established by the local board of public welfare,
9 except that recipients of such assistance who are

10 bed or semi-bed patients in a nursing or convalescent
11 home, as defined in section seventy-one of chapter
12 one hundred and eleven, shall, with the approval of
13 the local board of public welfare, receive a minimum
14 assistance of thirty-five dollars per week. Recipients
15 of such assistance who are ambulatory patients in
16 such nursing or convalescent home, as so defined,
17 shall, with the approval of the local board of public
18 welfare, receive a minimum assistance of thirty dol-
-19 lars per week.
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1 Section 2. The second paragraph of said section 1
2 of said chapter 118 A is hereby amended by striking
3 out the last sentence, as appearing in section 2 of
4 chapter 801 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following sentence: Persons receiving
6 assistance under this chapter who are bed or semi-
-7 bed patients in a nursing or convalescent home shall
8 have their budgetary requirements based upon the
9 cost of living index prepared by the division on the

10 necessaries of life, subject, however, to the minimum
11 rate of thirty-five dollars per week. Recipients of
12 such assistance who are ambulatory patients in a
13 nursing or convalescent home, as so defined, shall,
14 with the approval of the local board of public welfare,
15 receive a minimum assistance of thirty dollars per
16 week. The owner or director of such a home shall
17 have the right to appeal to the commissioner of public
18 welfare for an increase in the amount of assistance
19 allowed to such a patient in such a nursing home,
20 who is in need of extraordinary care, if such patient,
21 upon the written advice of a licensed physician, for
22 any reason is incapable of making such an appeal in
23 his own behalf.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect January first,
2 nineteen hundred and fifty-four.
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