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SENATE No. 456

By Mrs. Cutler, petition of the American Unitarian Association and The
Universalist Church of America, by Frank B. Frederick and another, for
legislation to authorize said corporations to complete their consolidations.
Mercantile Affairs.

apter 3 apter 364
AActs of 1937 and section 2A of chapter

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk of
the Senate on December 3, 1959 with a request for a memorandum.

The American Unitarian Association was specially chartered on
March 4, 1847, through the enactment of chapter 42 of the acts of
1847. It was authorized to hold real and personal estate to the
value of fifty thousand dollars and by other acts this amount was
increased to ten million dollars. The property was to be devoted
to the promotion of the interest of moral and religious instruction.
Under chapter 239 of the acts of 1928 the corporation was “author-
ized to hold, in trust or otherwise, and manage all property, real
or personal, given or bequeathed to it, and also to acquire by pur-
chase, gift, grant, devise or bequest and to receive and hold in trust
or otherwise any property, real or personal, necessary or proper
for any of the objects of the said corporation, and to sell, convey,
mortgage or otherwise dispose of any property so held by it.”

The bill before your honorable bodies seeks authority for the
said corporation to consolidate with The Universalist Church of
America (formerly named The Universalist General Convention), a
corporation established and existing under the laws of the State of
New York by virtue of chapter 113 of the New York acts of 1866,
and acts in amendment thereof. The consolidate corporation is to

(Enmmmmu'alth of iHaatfarlmsetta

MEMORANDUM FROM COMMISSIONER OF
CORPORATIONS AND TAXATION.



SENATE— No. 456. [Jan.2

*

*

be called The Unitarian Universalist Association and have all the
privileges, powers and immunities of the existing corporations and
in all respects be a continuation of each of said existing corpora-
tions. The consolidate corporation shall devote its resources to
and exercise its corporate powers for religious, educational and
charitable purposes and said corporation may solicit and receive
funds separately or with others to support its work. It may also
hold, invest and distribute any real and personal property for any 1
of its purposes. It seeks authority to hold its meetings annually
in the United States or in Canada and to transact its business at
any of these meetings. Section 6of the bill provides that consoli-
dation shall not be complete unless appropriate legislative action is
also taken by the State of New York and further provides for
acceptance of this act by two-thirds vote of the members of the
existing corporations. Section 7 of the bill recites that the con-
solidation shall be complete and effective upon the filing with the
state secretary of the commonwealth of a certificate signed by the
secretaries of the existing corporations.

It would appear that the bill should be amended in line 5 of
section 7 by striking out the word “seven” and inserting the word
“six”.

Special legislation is required to effect the desired result.
No fee is payable by corporations of the type described in the

petition.
Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT T. CARELESS,
Commissioner of Corporations

and Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act authorizing American Unitarian association and the

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF AMERICA TO COMPLETE THEIR CONSOLI-
DATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. American Unitarian Association, a corporation
2 established and existing under the laws of the commonwealth,
3 by virtue of chapter forty-two of the acts of eighteen hundred
4 and forty-seven and acts in amendment thereof, and The Uni-

-5 versalist Church of America (formerly named The Univer-
-6 salist General Convention), a corporation established and
7 existing under the laws of the state of New York, by virtue of
8 chapter one hundred thirteen of the New York acts of eighteen
9 hundred and sixty-six and acts in amendment thereof, are

10 hereby authorized to consolidate into one corporation under
11 the name Unitarian Universalist Association, with all the
12 privileges, powers and immunities which said existing corpora-
ls tions have heretofore acquired or enjoyed by statute or other-
-14 wise, and with the powers, privileges and immunities set forth
15 in all general laws of the commonwealth pertaining to religious
16 societies and all acts in amendment thereof and in addi-
-17 tion thereto, which consolidated corporation shall in all re-
-18 spects be a continuation of each of said existing corporations.
19 In addition to, and not in limitation of, any of the general
20 powers by this act conferred, the consolidated corporation is
21 empowered to, and shall devote its resources to and exercise
22 its corporate powers for, religious, educational and charitable
23 purposes, and said corporation may solicit and receive funds
24 separately or with others to support its work; make appro-
-25 priations to carry on its work, including appropriations to its
26 associate members and to other organizations, to enable them
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27 to assist the consolidated corporation in carrying on its work;
28 and without limitation as to amount, the consolidated corpora-
-29 tion may receive, hold, manage, invest and reinvest and dis-
-30 tribute any real and personal property for any of its purposes.

1 Section 2. Upon such consolidation becoming effective, all
2 property of said existing corporations, including all bequests,
3 devises, gifts and transfers of any kind heretofore or hereafter

4 made to, or for the benefit of, either of them, shall be trans-
-5 ferred to and vest in the consolidated corporation without

6 further act cr deed and the consolidated corporation shall
have, with respect to such property and with respect to such

8 bequests, devises, gifts and transfers, whether heretofore or
9 hereafter made, the same powers, rights and privileges as

10 would have been possessed by said existing corporations had
11 such consolidation not been effected.

1 Section 3. The consolidated corporation may hold regular
2 and special meetings of its members anywhere in the United
3 States of America or in Canada and transact any and all busi-
-4 ness at such meetings which it might transact if such meet-
-5 ings were held in the commonwealth, and the consolidated cor-
-6 poration may hold either regular annual meetings or regular
7 biennial meetings as it may from time to time provide by its
8 constitution or by-laws.

1 Section 4. The consolidated corporation shall be deemed
2 to have assumed, and is hereby charged with, the payment of
3 all valid and existing obligations of said existing corporations.
1 Section 5. All churches and fellowships which before said
2 consolidation are members of either of the existing corpora-|
3 tions, together with those individuals who were life members

American Unitarian Association on or before May one, nine-
teen hundred and twenty-five and those individuals who prior
to said consolidation had served as presidents of The Univer-

st Church of America shall become members of the con-
8 solidated corporation on the date when the consolidation be

ffective. New members may be admitted to the con9 co
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solidated corporation thereafter in accordance with the pro-
visions of the constitution and by-laws of the consolidated cor-
poration.

10
11
12

Section 6. The consolidation shall not be completed:
(a) Unless the same shall have been authorized by appro-

priate legislation enacted by the state of New York;
9.

(b) Unless at meetings called for the purpose, each of said
existing corporations, by not less than a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting, shall have accepted this act and any
act of the legislature of the state of New York relating to the
consolidation; and

4
o
i,

8
9 (c) Unless after the aforesaid authorization and acceptances,

said existing corporations shall have called and held an or-
ganizing meeting of the consolidated corporation to be held in
Boston, Massachusetts, composed of persons designated by
said existing corporations, for the purpose of adopting a con-
stitution and by-laws for the consolidated corporation and of
electing initial trustees or directors and other officers thereof.

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section 7. The consolidation shall be complete and effec-
tive upon the filing with the state secretary of the common-
wealth of a certificate signed by the secretaries of said exist-
ing corporations who shall make affidavit setting forth de-
tailed compliance with the provisions of section seven and
stating the names and addresses of the trustees or directors
and other officers initially elected by said organizing meeting.
Said certificate shall be filed not later than thirty days after
the date of said organizing meeting.
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Section 8. For the purpose of its acceptance, this act shall
2 take effect upon its passage
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