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Resolve reviving and continuing the special unpaid commission to
MAKE A STUDY RELATIVE TO THE LAWS RELATING TO CONVALESCENT OR
NURSING HOMES, AND TO THE STANDARDS AND COSTS THEREOF.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chap-
ter one hundred and forty-three of the resolves of nineteen hundred
and fifty-eight, and most recently revived and continued by chapte
ninety-two of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, is herel

ved and continued for the purpose of continuing its study of the
iverning convalescent and nursing homes and the medical and nursir

:cipients of public aid, the standard of care which should bta.-rl

vided to such recipients, the cost of such care and the comparative cost 1
the taxpayer of convalescent or nursing home care in private convalesce!

• nursing homes and in public institutions. Said commission shall be prc
ded with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hea
igs. may travel within and without the Commonwealth, and may expen

rical and other services and expenses such sums as may
ipropriated therefor. Said commission shall report to the general court
ich time or times as it mav deem advisable, the results of its study and

mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessar
carry such recommendations into effect, but in any event shall file a fin
report with recommendations, if any, not later than the fourth Wednes
in December, nineteen hundred and sixty.
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL RECESS COMMISSION TO
STUDY THE LAWS, STANDARDS OF CARE, AND THE
COSTS OF CARE IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE NURSING

HOMES

Chapter 143 of the Resolves of 1958, as revived and continued
by chapter 92 of the Resolves of 1959, established a special unpaid
recess commission to study “the laws governing convalescent or
nursing homes and the medical and nursing care of recipients of
public aid, the standard of care which should be provided to such
recipients, the cost of such care and the comparative cost to the
taxpayer of convalescent or nursing home care in private con-
valescent or nursing homes and in public institutions”.

Under the provisions of chapter 143 of the Resolves of 1958, the
commission is composed of eleven members. The two appointees
of the President of the Senate are Senators John E. Powers and
Ralph C. Mahar. The three appointees of the Speaker of the House
are Representatives Thomas E. Enright, John F. X. Davoren and
Joseph A. Sylvia. The three appointees of the Governor are Dr.
Guy W. Brugler, representing the medical and hospital professions,
A. Paul Cohen, representing the older people and Edward F. Con-
nelly, representing nursing homes. The three representatives of
departments of the commonwealth designated in the Resolve are
Dr. A. Daniel Rubenstein, Deputy Commissioner of Public Health,
Charles N. Collates, Commissioner of Veterans Services and
Patrick A. Tompkins, Commissioner of Public Welfare.

The lateness of the 1958 Legislative session, and the lack of ap-
propriation for its operations, made it impossible for the commis-
sion to embark upon its responsibilities of such depth and impor-
tance to the people of the commonwealth.

With the end of the 1959 Legislative session, the Commission
had meetings to organize, to discuss the dimensions of its responsi-
bility, and to develop the procedures it would follow. It was im-
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mediately evident that the scope of the field of study, and the ris-
ing national and local concern and importance of adequate nursing
and medical care for the elderly, would not permit the commission
to do a thoughtful, thorough and effective study by the fourth
Wednesday in January, 1960, the last day provided under chapter
92 of the Resolves of 1959 for the filing of its report.

The Commission, therefore, recommends the extension of its’l
authority to the fourth Wednesday in December, 1960, with the
right to make recommendations to the General Court from time to
time.

The Commission, from the experience and knowledge of its own
membership, is united in its conviction that the proper care and
concern for the elderly is and should be one of the paramount social
responsibilities of our times. The evolution of law and programs,
and of private and public action, is accelerating on national and
local levels. It is time to appraise, thoughtfully, objectively and
patiently, where we are, and where we are going, in order that the
Commonwealth and its people may benefit for many years to come.

Respectfully submitted,
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