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Senate, April 11, 1960.

The Committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was
referred the House bill regarding the disposition of certain un-
claimed funds (House, No. 1788) reports recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft entitled
“An Act relative to the disposition of certain unclaimed funds of
former patients of soldiers’ Homes or state hospitals” (Senate,
No. 572) and that, when so amended, the same will be correctly
drawn.

For the committee,

FRANCIS X. McCANN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act relative to the disposition of certain unclaimed
FUNDS OF FORMER PATIENTS OF SOLDIERS’ HOMES OR STATE HOS-
PITALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 115 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 6, inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 236 of the acts of 1959, the following section:
4 Section 7. If a patient at either of such Homes is discharged
5 therefrom or dies therein while obligated to the common-
-6 wealth for support furnished him at such Home and there is
7 in the custody of the superintendent of such Home a bank
8 book representing a deposit account in a bank, as defined
9 in section one of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven, in his

10 name, which is unclaimed during the two-year period follow-
-11 ing the date of the discharge or death of such patient, the
12 chairman of the board of trustees of such Home may present
13 said bank book to such bank accompanied by an affidavit
14 stating (1) the name of said former patient, (2) the date of
15 admission of said patient to the Home and the date of his
16 discharge therefrom, or his death therein, (3) the amount of
17 money for which the said patient or his estate is obligated
18 to the commonwealth, (4) that said bank book belongs to said
19 patient or his estate, (5) that it has been in the custody of
20 the superintendent and has been unclaimed for more than
21 two years, and demanding payment of all or such portion
22 of the amount represented by said bank book as is not in
23 excess of the amount due to the commonwealth for the sup-
-24 port furnished such patient.
25 Thereupon, such bank shall pay the trustees of such Home
26 the amount so requested in said affidavit and shall endorse
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27 such payment upon such bank book, with specific reference
28 to this section and shall return such bank book to such chair-
-29 man.
30 Upon receipt of such payment the trustees of such Home
31 shall cause the same to be deposited in its legacy fund or
32 legacy account.
33 Payment to the board of trustees of such Home, under the
34 provisions of this section, shall discharge the bank of liability
35 to the owner of said property, or any person claiming under
36 him, to the extent of such payments.
37 Any person claiming an interest in property surrendered
38 to the chairman of the board of trustees of such Home,
39 pursuant to the provisions of this section, and who claims
40 (1) that said property is or was not beneficially owned by
41 said patient, or (2) that said patient is or was not obligated
42 to the commonwealth for support, as set forth in said affidavit,
43 may within seven years following the date upon which such
44 property is surrendered to the trustees, establish such claim
45 by a petition to the probate court which, after determining
46 the merits of the claim, may direct the trustees to pay the
47 whole or any part of the sum claimed to the claimant.

1 Section 2. Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 39C, as amended by section 4
3 of chapter 291 of the acts of 1936, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:—
5 Section 39C. If a patient at a state hospital is discharged
6 or escapes therefrom, or from the supervision of the depart-
-7 ment while obligated to the commonwealth for support in
8 accordance with the provisions of section ninety-six, and there
9 is in the custody of the superintendent of such hospital or

10 in the custody of the commissioner, a bank book representing
11 a deposit account in a bank, as defined in section one of chap-
-12 ter one hundred and sixty-seven, in his name which is un-
-13 claimed during the two-year period following the date of the
14 discharge or escape of such patient, said commissioner may
15 present said bank book to such bank accompanied by an
16 affidavit stating (1) the name of said former patient, (2) the
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17 date of admission of such patient to the hospital and the date
18 of his discharge or escape from said hospital or supervision
19 of the department, (3) the amount of money for which the
20 said patient is obligated to the commonwealth, (4) that said
21 bank book belongs to said patient, (5) that it has been in
22 the custody of the superintendent of said hospital or the com-
-23 missioner and has been unclaimed for more than two years,
24 and demanding payment of all or such portion of the amount
25 represented by said bank book as is not in excess of the
26 amount due to the commonwealth for the support furnished
27 such patient.
28 Thereupon, such bank shall pay the commissioner the
29 amount so requested in said affidavit and shall endorse such
30 payment upon such bank book, with specific reference to this
31 section and shall return such bank book to the commissioner.
32 Payment to the commissioner, under the provisions of this
33 section, shall discharge the bank of liability to the owner of
34 said property, or any person claiming under him, to the extent
35 of such payments.
36 Any person claiming an interest in property surrendered
37 to the commissioner, pursuant to the provisions of this sec-
-38 tion, and who claims (1) that said property is not beneficially
39 owned by said patient, or (2) that said patient is not obli-
-40 gated to the commonwealth for support, as set forth in said
41 affidavit, may within seven years following the date upon
42 which such property is surrendered to the commissioner, estab-
-43 lish such claim by a petition to the probate court which, after
44 determining the merits of the claim, may direct that the com-
-45 missioner pay the whole or any part of the sum claimed to
46 the claimant.


