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Senate, August 22, 1960.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill authorizing the water resources commission to
construct reservoirs for flood control and other purposes in the
watershed of the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord rivers (House,
No. 3188, amended), report recommending that the same ought
to pass, with an amendment substituting a new draft with the
same title (Senate, No. 687).

For the committee,

EDWARD C. STONE.

No. 687SENATE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act authorizing the water resources commission to con-
struct RESERVOIRS FOR FLOOD CONTROL AND OTHER PURPOSES IN
THE WATERSHED OF THE SUDBURY, ASSABET AND CONCORD RIVERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the con-
-3 struction of flood control and other works of improvement
4 within the watershed areas of the Sudbury, Assabet and Con-
-5 cord rivers, and immediately to authorize an agreement with
6 the federal government to provide for the payment of the cost
7 of such construction by the federal government, therefore it
8 is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
9 immediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The water resources commission, established
2 under section eight of chapter twenty-one of the Geenral Laws,
3 in order to facilitate the performance of its duties, powers and
4 obligations, is hereby authorized to enter into and execute
5 with the United States Department of Agriculture an agree-
-6 ment or contract, in accordance with the provisions of the
7 Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (Public Law
8 566 83rd Congress 2nd Session), for the construction of
9 certain works of improvement in the watershed areas of the

10 Sudbury, Assabet and Concord rivers in the counties of Middle-
-11 sex and Worcester for the purpose of flocd prevention and
12 related purposes, including water resources utilization, which
13 project shall hereafter be designated as the SuArCo watershed
14 project.

1 Section 2. The water resources commission, acting on be-
-2 half of the commonwealth, may enter into an agreement pro-
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3 viding for the construction of the following reservoirs for the
4 storage of flood waters in said watershed area:—
5 1. Lower Reservoir on Hop brook, west of United States
6 highway Route 20, above Smith pond, in the town of North-
-7 borough.
8 2. Reservoir on Rawson Hill brook, west of Prospect street
9 in the town of Shrewsbury.

10 3. Reservoir on Cold Harbor brook, north of West Main
11 street in the town of Northborough.
12 4. Reservoir on Assabet river, between Fisher street and
13 Nourse street and west of Middle road in the town of West-
-14 borough.
15 5. Reservoir on Stirrup brook, upstream from Bartlett
16 street in the town of Northborough and the city of Marl-
-17 borough.
18 6. Reservoir on Barefoot brook, west of Solomon Pond road,
19 in the town of Northborough.
20 7. Reservoir on the tributary of North brook, upstream
21 from Pleasant street in the town of Berlin.

1 Section 3. The water resources commission, acting for and
2 in behalf of the commonwealth, may take by eminent domain
3 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws or acquire by
4 purchase or otherwise any land, water rights, rights of way, or
5 other easements, public or private, in any of the towns men-
-6 tioned in section two, necessary for accomplishing any pur-
-7 pose mentioned in this act, and may construct, maintain and
8 operate in such town the flood control works provided for
9 hereunder.

1 Section 4. When the Secretary of Agriculture of the
2 United States and the water resources commission have agreed
3 upon a place for works of improvement for flood prevention in
4 the SuAsCo watershed, as provided in section one, the said com-
-5 mission may construct such works of improvement and shall
6 be the contracting authority for the construction of such works.
7 The water resources commission shall be charged with the
8 operation and maintenance of the works constructed under
9 this act. The costs to the commonwealth arising out of the
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10 operation and maintenance of the works constructed under
this act shall be reimbursed by the towns benefited by such
works. The share of each town so benefited shall be computed
and determined annually as of June thirtieth for the preceed-
ing year by the commission.

11
12
13
14

1 Section 5. The commonwealth shall pay annually to any
2 city or town mentioned in section two upon the presentation
3 of a tax bill the tax losses on the real estate acquired under
4 the provisions of section three. The tax losses shall be deter-
5 mined by taking the average assessed valuations of the land
6 and structures located on the land at the time of acquisition
7 for the three years next preceding the taking or acquisition
8 by the water resources commission in the name of the com-
9 monwealth, multiplied by the then current tax rate. In the

10 event there is a general revaluation of the assessed valuations
11 of property in any of the said towns, the assessed valuations
12 for the three-year period determined above shall be increased
13 or decreased in the same proportion that the assessments on
14 other properties in the town are increased or decreased.
15 The commission shall compute and determine the benefits
16 accruing to each town, resulting from the construction and
17 operation of specific dams and reservoirs, or other works of
IS improvement. The commission shall assess the annual cost to
19 the commonwealth of tax losses as determined in this section
20 to each such city and town in proportion to the benefits, as
21 determined in this paragraph.
22 The commission shall notify the state tax commission on or
23 before January first of each year of the estimated net liability
24 as determinedby sections four and five of this act to be appor-
25 tioned to any such city or town and on or before October
26 fifteenth of each year, the commission shall certify to the state
27 treasurer the amount to be collected and paid to the state
28 treasurer as provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine
29 of the General Laws.

1 Section 6. In order that the water resources commission
2 may carry out the provisions of this act and may enter into
3 binding agreements or contracts therefor, the said water re-
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sources commission may expend a sum not exceeding one mil-
lion three hundred thousand dollars; provided, however, that
said commission shall negotiate an agreement providing for
the reimbursement by the federal government of that portion
of the engineering and construction costs relating to works of
improvement for flood prevention of the SuAsCo watershed
project before awarding any contract for the construction of
said project.
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Section 7. In anticipation of the receipt of the federal
share of the cost of projects authorized by this act, the state
treasurer may borrow from time to time on the credit of the
commonwealth such sums of money as may be necessary, not
exceeding in the aggregate one million dollars, and may issue
and renew from time to time notes of the commonwealth
therefor, bearing interest payable at such times and at such
rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer. Such notes shall
be issued and may be renewed one or more times for such
terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may recom-
mend to the general court in accordance with section 3 of
Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth; provided, that notwithstanding any provision
of this act, such notes shall be general obligations of the
commonwealth.
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Section 8. To meet the expenditures necessary in meeting
the cost of the commonwealth’s share of the provisions of this
act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the governor
and council, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds of
the commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons at-
tached, as he may deem best, to an amount to be specified by
the governor and council from time to time, but not exceeding,
in the aggregate, the sum of three hundred thousand dollars.
All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be
designated on their face, SuAsCo Watershed Project Plan,
Act of 1960, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such
maximum term of years, not exceeding ten years, as the gover-
nor may recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3
of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
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15 Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged that
the amounts payable in the several years of the period of
amortization other than the final year shall be as nearly equal
as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to
make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-annually at
such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the gover-
nor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall be
payable not later than one year from the date of issue thereof
and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred and seventy-five.
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1 Section 9. The water resources commission may for pur-
poses other than flood prevention increase the capacity of any
reservoir constructed under this act within the sum authorized
in section six.
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