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Senate, August 24,1960.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was
referred the House bill px’oviding for state aid to the public libraries
of the commonwealth (House, No. 3162, amended) reports recom-
mending that the same be amended by substituting therefor a new
draft entitled “An Act providing state aid for free public libraries”
(Senate, No. 692) and that, when so amended, the same will be
correctly drawn.

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.

£lu' Commomiu'alth of Maaaarlfoaatta
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act providing state aid for free public libraries.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately provide state aid
4 to the public libraries of the commonwealth, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 78 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 19 the following four sections:
3 Section 19A. The state treasurer shall annually, on or before
4 July first, pay from the proceeds of the taxation on incomes
5 under chapter sixty-two to each city or town certified by the
6 board of library commissioners to have met certain minimum
7 standards of free public library service established by said
S board a sum of money for its free public library or libraries

which shall be determined as follows:
10 (1) To each town having a population of less than two thou-
-11 sand, a sum equivalent to the amount appropriated by it for
12 free public library service during the preceding year, but in
13 no event more than five hundred dollars;
14 (2) To each city and to each town having a population
15 of two thousand or more, a sum not exceeding twenty-five cents
16 for each resident therein; provided, that such city or town
17 appropriated during the preceding year for its free public
18 library service at least five hundred dollars.
19 No city or town which appropriates for its free public
20 library service in any one year an amount less than three
21 dollars per capita of population shall receive any money under
22 this section, if such appropriation is below the average of its
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23 appropriation for free public library service for the four years
24 immediately preceding.
25 If a city or town is eligible for state aid under this section,
26 but gives approved free public library service only for a frac-
-27 tion of the year, the amount it shall receive shall be the
28 amount computed hereunder multiplied by such fraction.
29 Section 198. The board of library commissioners, in setting
30 up minimum standards of free public library service and in
31 certifying such libraries for aid under section nineteen A shall
32 require the filing of an annual report and shall require that
33 such public libraries
34 (1) be open to all residents of the commonwealth,
35 (2) make no charge for normal library services,
36 (3) be kept open a minimum number of hours per week,
37 (4) employ a trained library worker,
38 (5) expend a reasonable portion of the library’s total budget
39 for books and periodicals,
40 (6) lend books to other libraries in the commonwealth and
41 extend privileges to the holders of cards issued by other public
42 libraries in the commonwealth on a reciprocal basis.
43 Section 19C. The board shall establish a comprehensive
44 state-wide program of regional public library service, con-
-45 sisting of regional public library systems, which shall not
46 exceed five. For such purpose there shall be appropriated an-
-47 nually an amount equal to twenty-five cents for each resident
48 in each regional area for which such a regional library system
49 is established. The board shall apply said appropriation in the
50 following manner:
51 (1) In so far as practicable the board shall enter into an
52 arrangement or arrangements with such public library or
53 libraries in each regional area as it may determine under the
54 terms of which such library or libraries shall supply services
55 or space, equipment, personnel, books, periodicals and other
56 library materials to communities having fewer than twenty-
-57 five thousand inhabitants, the cost of which shall not exceed
58 an amount equal to fifty cents per annum for each resident
59 in such regional community having less than twenty-five thou-
-60 sand inhabitants;
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(2) Said board shall also designate such public library or
libraries in each area or an additional such public library or
libraries in the area to serve as a regional reference and re-
search center or centers to meet the reference and research
library needs of the residents of all the cities and towns in
the area; the amount allocated for such reference and research
service to be applied only to the cost of such reference and
research books, periodicals and other library materials and
to the cost of the personnel employed in such reference and
research service; the cost of such reference and research
service not to exceed an amount equal to twenty-five cents
per annum for each resident in such regional area.
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Section 19D. For each regional area the board shall estab-
lish an advisory council which shall consist of the chief libra-
rian of each city or town in the regional area. Such advisory
councils shall make suggestions and recommendations to the
board of library commissioners concerning the regional public
library systems.
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