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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act further regulating the business of private detectives
AND INVESTIGATORS, AND WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 22 to 30, inclusive, and the
3 caption preceding said section 22 and inserting in place there-
-4 of the following nine sections under the caption PRIVATE
5 DETECTIVE BUSINESS;
6 Section 22. In this section and in sections twenty-three
7 to thirty, inclusive, the following words shall have the fol-
-8 lowing meanings unless a different meaning is clearly required
9 by the context:

10 “Licensee”, any person licensed under section twenty-five.
11 “Private detective business”, the business of private detec-
-12 tive or private investigator, and the business of watch, guard
13 or patrol agency.
14 “Private detective” or “private investigator”, a person
15 engaged in business as a private detective or private investi-
-16 gator, including any person who, for hire, fee, reward or other
17 consideration, (1) uses a lie-detector for the purpose of ob-
-18 taining information with reference to the conduct, integrity,
19 efficiency, loyalty or activities of any person or (2) engages
20 in the business of making investigations for the purpose of
21 obtaining information with reference to any of the following
22 matters, whether or not other functions or services are also
23 performed for hire, fee, reward or other consideration, or
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24 other persons are employed to assist in making such investi-
gations:25

(a) Crime or other acts committed or threatened against
the laws or government of the United States or any state of
the United States;

26
27
28

(b) The identity, habits, conduct, movements, whereabouts,
affiliations, associations, transactions, reputation or character
of any person;

29
30
31
32 (c) Libels, fires, losses, accidents, or damage to, or loss or

theft of, real or personal property;33
34 (d) Evidence to be used before any investigating commit-

tee, board of award, or board of arbitration, or in the trial
of civil or criminal cases.

35
36
37 “Watch, guard or patrol agency”, the business of watch,

guard or patrol agency, including the furnishing, for hire or
reward, of watchmen, guards, private patrolmen or other per-
sons to protect persons or property, to prevent the theft or
the unlawful taking of goods, wares or merchandise, or the
misappropriation or concealment thereof or of money, bonds,
stocks, notes or other valuable documents, papers or articles
of value, or to procure the return thereof, whether or not
other functions of services are also performed for hire or
reward, or other persons are employed to assist therein.

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47 Section 23. No person shall engage in, advertise or hold

himself out as being engaged in, nor solicit private detective
business or the business of watch, guard or patrol agency,
notwithstanding the name or title used in describing such
business, unless licensed for such purpose as provided in sec-
tion twenty-five.

48
49
50
51
52

The provisions of this section shall not apply to an agent,
employee or assistant of a licensee, to any corporation, if its
resident manager, superintendent or official representative is
a licensee, nor to the following:

53
54
55

56
1. A person employed by or on behalf of the commonwealth,

including the general court or either of its branches, any com-
mittee of the general court or either of its branches, any spe-
cial commission required to report to the general court, any
political subdivision of the commonwealth or any public instru-

57
58
59
60
61
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62 mentality, while such person is engaged in the discharge of
63 his official duties.
64 2. A charitable, philanthropic or law enforcement agency,
65 duly incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth, or
66 any agent thereof while he is engaged in the discharge of his
67 duties as such agent; provided, that such agency is promoted
68 and maintained for the public good and not for private profit.
69 3. A person employed as an investigator, detective, watch-
-70 man, guard, patrolman, or employed or assigned to perform
71 any of the activities described in the definition “watch, guard
72 or patrol agency” or whose duties include an inquiry into the
73 fitness of an applicant for employment, in connection with the
74 regular and customary business of his employer and whose
75 services are not let out to another for profit or gain, but only
76 while so acting for his employer.
77 4. A credit reporting bureau or agency whose business is
78 principally the furnishing of information as to business and
79 financial standing and credit responsibility.
80 5. Investigations as to the personal habits and financial re-
-81 sponsibility of applicants for insurance or indemnity bonds,
82 provided, such investigations do not include other activities
83 described in section twenty-two.
84 6. An attorney at law in the practice of his profession.
85 7. Investigations with respect to, or the compilation or dis-
-86 semination of, any data or statistics pertaining to any busi-
-87 ness or industry, by any trade or business association, board
88 or organization, incorporated or unincorporated, not operated
89 for profit, representing persons engaged in such business or
90 industry, or by any agent of any such trade or business asso-
-91 ciation while he is engaged in the discharge of his duties as
92 such agent.
93 8. An insurance adjuster or investigator while acting in
94 such capacity.
95 9. Any trade or business association, board or organization,
96 incorporated or unincorporated, which furnishes as a service
97 to members thereof, information pertaining to the business
98 and financial standing, credit responsibility or reputation of
99 persons with whom such members consider doing business;
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100 provided, that an investigation conducted by such associa-
-101 tion, board or organization shall be no more extensive than is
102 reasonably required to determine the business and financial
103 standing, credit responsibility or reputation of such person.
104 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be
105 punished by a fine of not less than two hundred nor more
106 than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more
107 than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
108 Section 2Jf. An application for a license to engage in the
109 the private detective business or a license to engage in the
110 business of watch, guard or patrol agency shall be filed with
111 the commissioner on forms furnished by him, and statements
112 of fact therein shall be under oath of the applicant. Such ap-
-113 plication shall include a certification by each of three reputable
114 citizens of the commonwealth residing in the community in
115 which the applicant resides or has a place of business, or in
116 which the applicant proposes to conduct his business, that he
117 has personally known the applicant for at least three years,
118 that he has read the application and believes each of the
119 statements made therein to be true, that he is not related to
120 the applicant by blood or marriage, and that the applicant is
121 honest and of good moral character. The applicant, or, if the
122 applicant is a corporation, its resident manager, superintendent
123 or official representative, shall be at least twenty-five years
124 of age and of good moral character, and, unless such applica-
-125 tion is for a license to engage in the business of watch, guard
126 or patrol agency, shall have been regularly employed for not
127 less than three years as a detective doing investigating work,
128 a member of an investigative service of the United States, or
129 a police officer, of a rank or grade higher than that of patrol-
-130 man, of the commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof.
131 Section 25. The commissioner may grant to an applicant
132 complying with the provisions of section twenty-four a license
133 to engage in the private detective business or a license to en-
-134 gage in the business of watch, guard or patrol agency; pro-
-135 vided, however, that no such license shall be granted to any
136 person who has been convicted in any state of the United
137 States of a felony.
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138 Such license shall be for one year, shall state the name under
139 which the licensed business is to be conducted and the ad-
-140 dress of its principal office, and shall be posted by the licensee
141 in a conspicuous place in such office. Failure to comply with
142 the provisions of this paragraph shall constitute cause for
143 revocation of such license.
144 The commissioner may annually renew and may at any
145 time for cause, after notice and a hearing, revoke, any such
146 license. An application for a renewal shall be on a form fur-
-147 nished by the commissioner.
143 Section 26. The fee for an original license shall be five
149 hundred dollars and for a renewal of any license two hundred
150 dollars. If a person fails to apply for a renewal of a license
151 within six months after the expiration thereof he shall pay
152 for a renewal the fee herein provided for an original license.
153 Each licensee shall give to the commissioner a bond in the
154 sum of five thousand dollars, executed by the applicant as
155 principal and by a surety company authorized to do business
156 as such in the commonwealth as surety. Such bond shall be
157 in such form as the commissioner may prescribe, conditioned
158 upon the honest conduct of the business of the licensee and
159 the right of any person including the officer of any aggrieved
160 labor union or association, whether or not incorporated, in-
-161 jured by the wilful, malicious or wrongful act of the licensee
162 to bring in his own name an action on the bond.
163 Section 21. No licensee shall enter, or cause any person to
164 enter, any place of employment for any purpose having to do
165 with the organizing or organization of employees in said estab-

-166 lishment, or any purpose having to do with hours of labor,
167 wages or salaries paid, or conditions of employment in such
168 establishment or its branches or subsidiaries or related units,
169 or to disseminate propaganda of any sort among employees
170 in such establishment, or to be concerned with labor conditions
171 of employees as a group, nor shall any licensee or agent or
172 employee of a licensee pose as an employee in any such estab-
-173 lishment for any of the aforementioned purposes.
174 Violation of any provision of this section shall be cause for
175 the suspension of such license for not less than one year, after
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176 a public hearing by the commissioner, on written complaint
of any aggrieved person, or the officer of any aggrieved labor
union or association, whether incorporated or otherwise.

177
178

Section 28. A licensee may employ to assist him in his
buisness as many persons as he may deem necesary but shall
not knowingly employ in connection with his business in any
capacity any person who has been convicted of a felony or
any former licensee whose license has been revoked.

179
180
181
182
183
184 If a licensee falsely states or represents that a person is or

was in his employ, such false statement or representation shall
be cause for revocation of his license. Whoever falsely states
or represents that he has been a licensee or employed by a
licensee shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor
more than five hundred dollars.

185
186
187
188
189

No person shall be employed by any licensee until he shall
have executed and furnished to such licensee a statement un-
der oath setting forth his full name, date of birth and residence;
his parents’ names and places of birth; the business or occupa-
tion in which he has been engaged for the three years im-
medaitely preceding the date of filing his statement; and that
he has not been convicted of a felony or of any offence involv-
ing moral turpitude. Such statements shall be kept on file
by the licensee and furnished to the commissioner on demand.

190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198

Any person who is or has been an employee of a licensee
and any licensee who divulges to anyone other than to his em-
ployer or as his employer shall direct, except before an author-
ized tribunal, any information acquired by him during such
employment in respect to any of the work to which he has
been assigned by such employer, and any such employee who
wilfully makes a false report to his employer in respect to any
such work, shall be punished by a fine of not more than five
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
year, or both.

199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

Section 29. No licensee or employee or agent of a licensee
shall use a badge of any kind for identification purposes except
a guard or watchman in uniform who shall wear any such
badge on the left breast of his uniform. Such badge shall not
contain the word “Police” or any part of the seal of the Com-

209
210
211
212
213
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214 monwealth of Massachusetts or of any political subdivision
215 thereof. A licensee or his employee or agent may use as iden-
-216 tification a card, approved as to form by the commissioner,
217 which shall bear the signature of the licensee and, if such card
218 is used as identification by an employee or agent, the signature
219 of such employee or agent.
220 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-221 ished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.
222 Section 30. No licensee nor any of his employees shall
223 knowingly:
224 1. Incite, encourage or aid any person who has become a
225 party to any strike to commit any unlawful act against any
226 person or property.
227 2. Incite, stir up, create or aid in the inciting of discontent,
228 or dissatisfaction among the employees of any person with the
229 intention of having them strike.
230 3. Interfere with or prevent lawful and peaceful picketing
231 during strikes.
232 4. Interfere with, restrain or coerce employees in the exer-
-233 cise of their right to form, join or assist any labor organization
234 of their own choosing.
235 5. Interfere with or hinder lawful or peaceful collective bar-
-236 gaining between employers and employees.
237 6. Pay, offer or give any money, gratuity, consideration or
238 other thing of value, directly or indirectly, to any person for
239 any verbal or written report of the lawful activities of em-
-240 ployees in the exercise of their right to organize, form or assist
241 any labor organization and to bargain collectively through
242 representatives of their own choosing.
243 7. Advertise for, recruit, furnish or replace, or offer to fur-
-244 nish or replace for hire or reward, within or without the corn-
-245 monwealth, any skilled or unskilled help or labor, armed
246 guards, other than armed guards theretofore regularly em-
-247 ployed for the protection of payrolls, property or premises,
248 for service upon property which is being operated in anticipa-
-249 tion of or during the course or existence of a strike.
250 8. Furnish armed guards upon the highways for persons
251 involved in labor disputes.
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252 9. Furnish or offer to furnish to employers or their agents,
253 any arms, munitions, tear gas implements or any other wea-
-254 pons.
255 10. Send letters or literature to employers offering to elimi-
-256 nate labor unions.
257 11. Advise any person of the membership of an individual
258 in a labor organization for the purpose of preventing such
259 individual from obtaining or retaining employment.
260 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-261 ished by a fine of not less than two hundred nor more than
262 one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not less than
263 six months nor more than one year, or both.

1 Section 2. A license as a private detective granted under
2 provisions of law in effect immediately prior to the effective
3 date of this act shall remain valid and effective, and the pro-
-4 visions of sections twenty-two to thirty, inclusive, of chapter
5 one hundred and forty-seven of the General Laws, inserted by
6 section one of this act, shall not apply to any person, firm
7 or corporation so licensed, until the expiration of such license;
8 provided, however, that the fee for an original license granted
9 after such expiration to any such person, firm or corporation

10 under the provisions of said sections twenty-two to thirty as
11 so inserted shall be two hundred dollars.


