
SENATE No. 108

By Mr. Farnam, petition of C. Eugene Farnam for legislation to establish
parole eligibility dates for certain life term prisoners confined in correctional
institutions in the Commonwealth. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One

An Act establishing parole eligibility dates for certain life

TERM PRISONERS CONFINED IN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN
THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 133A, as amended by sec-
-3 tion 9 of chapter 731 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: -
5 Section 133A. Every prisoner who is sentenced to a cor-
-6 rectional institution of the commonwealth for a term of life,
7 except a prisoner confined in the Bridgewater state hospital,
8 a prisoner sentenced for a term of life for murder in the first
9 degree whose sentence has not been commuted by the gover-

-10 nor and council, and except a prisoner who is adjudged a
11 sexually dangerous person, shall be eligible for parole when
12 he shall have served twenty years of such sentence. This
13 twenty-year period shall be computed after allowing for de-
-14 ductions for good conduct as provided under section one
15 hundred and twenty-nine of this chapter, and the parole board
16 shall, thereafter, at least once in each ensuing three-year
17 period, consider carefully and thoroughly the merits of each
18 case on the question of granting such prisoner a permit to be
19 at liberty on parole for the duration of such sentence. After
20 such consideration, the parole board may grant to such
21 prisoner a permit to be at liberty on parole upon such terms
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22 and conditions as it may prescribe for the unexpired term of
23 his sentence. Such terms and conditions may be revised,
24 altered and amended, and may be revoked by the parole board
25 at any time. The violation by the holder of such a permit or
26 any of its terms or conditions, or of any law of the common-
-27 wealth, shall render such permit void, and thereupon, the
28 parole board may order his arrest and return to prison, in
29 accordance with the provisions of section one hundred and
30 forty-nine.

1 Section 2. In every case where the provisions of this act
2 are applicable, the provisions of this act shall apply to prison-
-3 ers sentenced before, as well as on or after its effective date.


