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Chap. 108. Resolve authorizing the special commission established to
PREPARE PLANS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE CELEBRATION IN THIS COMMON-
WEALTH TO COMMEMORATE THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

CIVIL WAR TO APPOINT HONORARY MEMBERS AND AN ADVISORY COUNCIL.

Resolved, That the special unpaid commission established by chapter one
hundred and thirty-seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight
may appoint such honorary members and such members of an advisory council
as it deems especially interested in the observance of the centennial of the
Civil War, to assist in its work. All agencies of the state and all political sub-
divisions thereof are authorized to co-operate with the commission. Notwith-
standing any provisions of said chapter one hundred and thirty-seven or any
other law to the contrary, said commission shall be provided with quarters in
room numbered twenty-seven in the state house and may travel within or
without the commonwealth.

Approved, September 9, 1959.
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Chap. 137. Resolve providing for the establishment of a special com-
mission TO prepare plans and programs for the celebration in
THIS COMMONWEALTH TO COMMEMORATE THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CIVIL WAR.

Whereas, the years nineteen hundred and sixty-one to nineteen hundred and
sixty-five will mark the centennial of the Civil War; and

Whereas, The Congress and certain states of the United States have already
established commissions to prepare plans and programs for the proper observ-
ance of this great and continuing force in our history; and

Whereas, It is highly fitting that this commonwealth should participate in the
said observance and should make proper plans and arrangements therefor;
therefore be it

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of the governor of the
commonwealth, who shall be a member ex officio, three members of the senate
to be designated by the president thereof, five members of the house of repre-
sentatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and sixteen persons to be
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, of
whom twelve shall be selected from the memberships of the following organi-
zations The Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Committee of the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War; the Massachusetts Commandery of the Mili-
tary Order of the Loyal Legion; the Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Com-
mittee of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War; the Massachusetts
Civil War Centennial Committee of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War; the Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Committee of the
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic; the Massachusetts Civil War
Centennial Committee of the Women’s Relief Corps is hereby established to
devise plans and programs for the observance by the commonwealth of said
anniversary. Said commission may expend for clerical and other assistance
such sums as may be appropriated therefor, and may receive and expend such
other funds as may be donated to it for its purposes. Said commission shall be
provided with quarters in the state house, or elsewhere, and shall submit its
first report and recommendations, if any, to the general court by filing the
same, with drafts of legislation to carry such recommendations into effect, with
the clerk of the senate on or before the last Tuesday in December in the
current year and shall thereafter file an annual report and recommendations,
if any, with said clerk and a final report and accounting of funds received and
expended not later than May first, nineteen hundred and sixty-six. Said com-
mission shall terminate upon the completion of the duties set forth in this
resolve.

Approved August 25, 1958.
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Rev. Frank J. Bauer Chaplain, 26th Division (Trains) Mass. National Guard

Professor Kenneth A. Bernard Head, History Department, Boston Uni-
versity

Brig. Gen. William J. Blake Regional Manager, Veterans Administration
Stanley E. Butcher History Instructor, Reading High School

Charles C. Cain, Jr. Attleboro Development and Industrial Commission

Dean C. Cushing Boston Retail Trade Board
Malcolm M. Donahue State Legal Officer, Sons of Union Veterans of the

Civil War
Harold M. Drown Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, National Pub-

licity Chairman

Professor Jordan D. Fiore Head, History Department, Bridgewater State
College

Richard H. Fitzpatrick President, Boston Civil War Round Table

Col. Walter C. Fuller Massachusetts National Guard (Ret.)

Mrs. Harold C. Hart Daughters of Confederate Veterans

Nat. L. Kline Military Editor, The Boston Globe

Richard F. Lufkin Bay State Historical Society, Bay State Commandery,
Loyal Legion

Edward J. Lynch, Jr. Northeastern Distributors
Frederick T. McDermott Medford City Council

Col. Richard E. McLaughlin Massachusetts Air National Guard
Francis X. Moloney—’Boston Public Library

Arthur W. Monks Bay Colony Public Relations
Robert E. Needham Bay State Historical Society and Bunker Hill Monument

Association

Dr. Thomas H. O’Connor Department of History, Boston College

Henry W. Schroeder World War II Veteran

Hon. John V. Spaulding Associate Justice, Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court

Professor James B. Stone Massachusetts Institute Technology

Dr. Henry F. Howe Medical Historian

Senator John F. Parker General Court
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Lt. Col. Arthur J. Swett Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company

Thomas F. Turnan Greater Boston Civil War Round Table
Milton C, Waush Massachusetts State Police
George A. Wells Department of Commerce

Hon. Raymond S. Wilkins Chief Justice, Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court

Maj. Gen. Otis M. Whitney Commanding General, 26th Division, Massachu-
setts National Guard

Louis E. Winchell Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

The Commission wishes to acknowledge the great contribu-
tion made by the late Thomas H. Carens, whose enthusiastic
support was a vital factor in all the plans and whose initial
encouragement and assistance aided the Education Committee
in the publication of the first volume of “Massachusetts in the
Civil War.”
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SECOND REPORT
of the

The Civil War Centennial Commission was established under the
provisions of Chapter 137, Resolves of 1958. The first meeting was
held April 23, 1959 and the officers elected as follows: Chairman,
Senator Charles W. Hedges; Vice Chairman, Judge Carl E. Wahl-
strom; Secretary, Ernest G. Wells; Treasurer, Alice F. Harwood.

The first report of this Commission was filed with the Legisla-
ture December 29, 1959.

The chairman appointed John L. Day and Richard F. Lufkin as
co-chairmen of a Planning Committee charged with the responsi-
bility for carrying out future planning.

Eight meetings were held by the Commission during the year
on the following dates: January 19, February 12, March 16, April
12, June 8, September 21, November 12, December 20; two meet-
ings were held by the Planning Committee on July 12 and Novem-
ber 2.

On May 21, 1960, a conference of local Civil War centennial com-
mittees was held in the Senate Chamber, State House. Represen-
tatives of twenty-seven communities attended and took part in the
workshop sessions. The problems discussed and solutions proposed
were recorded in a report, reproduced, and furnished to chairmen
of all local committees.

Delegates from the Commission attended the Second New Eng-
land Conference of Civil War Centennial Commission at Augusta,
Maine, April 30, 1960, where they were welcomed by Governor
Reed. Congressman Frank Coffin of Maine, a member of the Na-
tional Civil War Centennial Commission, gave the principal ad-
dress. His speech was both erudite and eloquent, displaying a deep
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interest in the events and issues which led up to the Civil War. Fol-
lowing the pattern of the conference held in Massachusetts in No-
vember 1959, workshops were conducted under the leadership of
members of the Maine Commission. The consensus of those attend-
ing was that the best method of commemorating the Civil War and
stressing its importance to this nation is through an education pro-
gram in the schools; secondly, by reenacting important events and
observing historical dates, thereby rededicating ourselves to the
principles upon which this country was founded and over which
that terrible conflict was fought.

The Third National Assembly of Civil War Centennial Commis-
sions was held in St. Louis, Missouri, on May 6-7, 1960. Four mem-
bers of the Commission attended and reported on the many activi-
ties planned by other states for the next five years. There will be
reenactments of major battles in Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee,
Arkansas, Georgia, and Mississippi. Virginia is planning to erect
a Centennial Center which will become a part of the University of
Virginia Medical School when the Centennial closes. Also, on July
21-23, the First Battle of Bull Run will be reenacted on the battle-
field at Manassas, Virginia, with thousands of men taking part in
authentic uniforms and equipment of the day. The National Com-
mission is engaged in a search for descendants of Congressional
Medal of Honor winners, who will be invited to attend a ceremony
in Washington in April 1963. Vicksburg, Mississippi, is planning a
“Massachusetts Week,” centered around the monument erected by
Massachusetts at Vicksburg.

Members of the Commission visited Fort Warren on Georges
Island in Boston Harbor to learn the present condition of this re-
nowned Civil War prison the only landmark in Massachusetts
pertaining to that period which would be of great historical interest
to visitors. The island is now under the jurisdiction of the Metro-
politan District Commission and extensive work is being done to
make it a center for boating enthusiasts and sportsmen. The Com-
mission believes that certain sections of the fort should be restored
and the general area rehabilitated so that it could become a mecca
for tourists, especially those taking the many commercial trips
down Boston Harbor.

Three members of the Commission attended the Third New Eng-
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land Conference of Civil War Centennial Commissions at Newport,
Rhode Island, on October 7-8-9, 1960. Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant,
3rd, Chairman of the National Commission, told of the nationwide
plans for the forthcoming centennial and the events planned by
the commission at Washington. Karl S. Betts, Executive Director
of the National Commission, pointed out that many transportation
companies, tourist service agencies, and business firms are inter-
ested in the plans being initiated in a number of states for special
events to be held during the next five years.

The Civil War Centennial Assembly at Richmond, Virginia, was
covered by two members of the Commission. The Commonwealth
of Virginia is very much interested in furthering the centennial
program and luring the many tourists who will be visiting histori-
cal points of interest from now on. To that end, many of the state
agencies, the Chamber of Commerce, and the local radio and TV
stations are each planning programs of their own, as well as co-
ordinated programs with the state Civil War Centennial Commis-
sion. Civil War authors and historians attending the Assembly
assented to having their names listed on the Speakers Bureau of
the Massachusetts Commission.

On February 12, 1960, the 151st birthday of Abraham Lincoln,
a commemorative ceremony was held in the Hall of Flags, State
House. Senator Edward C. Stone gave an interesting dissertation
on Lincoln. The First Naval District Band played a selection of
Civil War melodies and the Highway Choraleers rendered Civil
War songs. Military installations in the Greater Boston area were
represented and interested persons attended from various patriotic
organizations.

February 29, 1960, the reenactment of the visit to Boston of
Abraham Lincoln on the same date in 1860, received widespread
coverage by newspapers and television. With the help of the Bos-
ton Police Commissioner, a traffic control car was provided and
Richard F. Lufkin narrated to the interested onlookers the purpose
of the reenactment while following Mr. Claude Simmonds, who im-
personated Lincoln, through the downtown streets and describing
the stops made by him on his lonely walk across Boston 100 years
ago.
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The “Program for the Secondary Schools of Massachusetts” pro-
posed by the chairman of the Education Committee, Prof. George
D. Blackwood, was enthusiastically endorsed by the Department of
Education and the Superintendent of the Archdiocesan Schools. One
item of this program was a series of booklets under the title of
“Massachusetts in the Civil War” (copies of which were provided
for all members of the General Court) to be published for each year
of the centennial. The first booklet, “The Call to Arms,” authored
by Dr. Thomas O’Connor of the Advisory Council, has been issued
to high schools throughout the State. Because available funds
allowed for the printing of only 20,000 copies, or one copy for every
seven high school students, the distribution was accomplished under
the suggested plan of Dr. Thomas Curtin, Director of Civic Educa-
tion, Department of Education.

Prof. Blackwood’s plans call for subsequent booklets to be writ-
ten by qualified members of the Advisory Council and, it is hoped,
that larger printings will provide wider distribution. Approaches
have been made to business concerns which might be interested in
sponsoring such publications. A meeting was held in the office of
the Public Relations Director of the John Hancock Mutual Life In-
surance Co., Mr. Stanley Dingman, at which time he indicated that
the proposal that they sponsor the third booklet in 1962 (the year
of John Plancock Co.’s centennial), would be taken under considera-
tion by their board.

A listing of business concerns which will observe their centen-
nials during the years 1961-65, and those over 100 years in busi-
ness, was compiled under the direction of Senator Newland H.
Holmes, Chairman of Industry Committee. Mr. Thomas Carens,
prior to his untimely death, had been instrumental in proposals to
these concerns for coordinating their centennial plans with those of
the Commission. He made the initial call on the John Hancock Co.
and was told they intend to observe their centennial, but no definite
plans were in the making.

Atlantic Refining Company and Schrafft’s Candy Company have
indicated an interest in centennial plans.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

INDUSTRY.
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PUBLICITY
Newspaper editors, both daily and weekly, have evinced great in-

terest in the centennial plans and programs. Special features and
series of articles have been written, or are being planned, and much
of the research has been done through the assistance of the Commis-
sion, using the records in the State Library and the office of the
Commission. Widespread coverage has been given to all events and
plans of the Commission, and feature writers have inquired as to
the plans of the Commission during 1961.

The Publicity Committee will furnish local committees with news
releases dealing with centennial events, along with specific sugges-
tions relative to the local angle.

RESEARCH AND PLANNING
The National Civil War Centennial Commission will open the cen-

tennial with a service at the Washington Cathedral, a proclamation
by the President, and simultaneous services at the military acad-
emies, on January 8, 1961. This Commission plans to tie in with
this opening by reenacting the firing of a salute, which was ordered
by Governor John A. Andrew 100 years ago on this date. Because
of an Army Regulation precluding the firing of salutes on Sundays,
this reenactment of the January 8, 1961 salute will have to be car-
ried out by the Massachusetts National Guard on January 9, 1961,
in conjunction with their commemoration of the Battle of New
Orleans.

Letters have been written to all church leaders throughout the
Commonwealth urging them to request the pastors under their
jurisdiction to observe the centennial opening during their services
on January S.

A request will be made to Governor John A. Volpe that the month
of April, 1961, be proclaimed as Civil War Commemoration Month.

April 7, 1961 Student Government Day: As part of the annual
observance of Student Government Day, the Commission, in co-
-operation with the Department of Education, is planning a com-
memoration of the Civil War. This is designed to further the un-
derstanding of high school students of the Commonwealth of the
background and significance of the Civil War. It will consist of an
address by a prominent citizen to a joint session of the student
legislature.
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April 16, 1961 Reenactment of Governor Andrew’s address to
the departing troops: On this date, Governor Andrew, from the
front steps of the State House, gave their colors to the first men
to answer the President’s call. Troops in authentic uniforms and
a ceremony paralleling the original will mark this important event
in the history of Massachusetts.

April 19, 1961 First casualties of the Civil War sustained by
men of the Massachusetts Sixth Regiment, Volunteers, at Balti-
more: Communities in Massachusetts, whose men participated in
the “Baltimore riot” will be encouraged to commemorate this occa-
sion with appropriate speeches and ceremonies. Lowell has drawn
up plans to do so, and Concord will observe this date along with
their commemoration of the same date in 1775.

June 17, 1961 Reenactment of the flag raising at Bunker Hill
on this date in 1861: In conjunction with the Bunker Hill Monu-
ment Association, the Commission will sponsor ceremonies along
the lines of the famed occasion in 1861 when the flag was raised
atop the monument to fly for the duration of the war.

1. This Commission should work towards providing a place of
safekeeping, as well as display, for the valuable documents and
mementos of the Civil War not only those which may be acquired
during the next five years, but those which are now in the State
House. For example, the original correspondence between Gover-
nor Andrew and the various Federal Government officials in the be-
ginning of the War; one, the first message requesting troops to be
sent to Washington, signed by Senator Wilson; another, the memo
from Secretary Stanton requesting that the troops be sent via Bal-
timore by rail. These priceless documents were found in the lowest
basement of the Library Annex, on open shelves covered with dust.
They should be placed on display, under glass, where historians and
students may read and study them.

2. The Commission feels strongly that it is the responsibility
of the present generation in the Commonwealth to inculcate in the
youth of Massachusetts a realization of the role played by this State
in the gi’eatest crisis of our history. Therefore, the Commonwealth
itself should shoulder the responsibility for rededicating and

RECOMMENDATIONS
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strengthening the patriotism of its citizens. Although approaches
have been made to some business concerns for their help in spon-
soring the subsequent volumes of “Massachusetts in the Civil War,”
we believe that the Commission should plan to publish the succeed-
ing volumes.

3. Feeling that the observance of this centennial is a matter of
great importance to all those concerned with the awareness of our
national heritage, the Commission urges all patriotic groups, vet-
erans organizations, historical societies, and educational associa-
tions, to sponsor appropriate ceremonies, commemorative activities,
and similar programs. The Commission has assisted such endeavors
in the past and will continue to offer its assistance to any group in
the Commonwealth who wishes to sponsor such activities.

4. Restoration of Fort Warren: This fort is noted as a Civil
War prison where many high-ranking Confederates were kept dur-
ing and immediately after the War. It is the only place in Massa-
chusetts with a direct connection with the Civil War and, if sec-
tions of the fort could be restored and the general area rehabili-
tated, it might well be added to our list of historical landmarks.

5. The Commission recommends that the tourist maps for 1961
include some of the Civil War memorials in the cities and towns
throughout the Commonwealth, especially those in Boston, Concord
and Cambridge, whose other points of attraction are such tourist
meccas. This proposal has been discussed with the Department of
Commerce.

The major activities of the Commission have revolved around
planning conferences, reenactments of events of historical signif-
icance, and preparation of materials relating to the Civil War.

The Commission held one statewide conference and its members
attended two regional conferences and one national assembly.

Reenactment of two historic events and plans for reenactment of
five others was undertaken by the Commission.

The Commission prepared and distributed to the high schools of
the Commonwealth the first of a series of booklets about Massa-
chusetts and the War.

The Commission believes, along with many other serious-minded

SUMMARY
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persons, that the decade ahead is a perilous time for the United
States of America and that these centennial years offer a great
opportunity to reevaluate the standards by which many Americans
live today and compare them with those upon which this country
was founded. If we as a nation are to endure, it is imperative that
all our citizenry, especially our young people, decry the growing
cynicism towards government and patriotism and practice the
tenets of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the
United States, and the Ten Commandments. Therefore, this Com- -0
mission will do all that it can to stress these beliefs in whatevei
plans and programs it undertakes during the next five years.

Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES W. HEDGES, Chairman
CARL E. WAHLSTROM, Vice Chairman
ERNEST G. WELLS, Secretary
NEWLAND H. HOLMES
VINSON BLANCHARD
GERALD P. LOMBARD
DOROTHY A. MORRIS
JOHN L. DAY
GEORGE D. BLACKWOOD
PRESTON S. LINCOLN
LENAHAN O’CONNELL
CHARLES F. HOLMAN
NELLIE M. GOODMAN
BARBARA D. BROWN
ANNA L. SILVA
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