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By Mr. Powers, petition of John E. Powers for legislation to empower hous-
ing and redevelopment authorities to take or acquire and clear lands in ad-
vance of the adoption and approval of land assembly and redevelopment, and
urban renewal plans. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One

An Act empowering housing and redevelopment authorities
TO TAKE OR ACQUIRE AND CLEAR LANDS IN ADVANCE OF THE ADOP-

TION AND APPROVAL OF LAND ASSEMBLY AND REDEVELOPMENT, AND
URBAN RENEWAL, PLANS, AND TO DISPOSE OF LAND.

1 Whereas. The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to empower local housing authori-
-3 ties and local redevelopment authorities to acquire and clear
4 land in a sub-standard, decadent or blighted open area without
5 unnecessary delays, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
6 emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
7 the public welfare and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 26P of chapter 121 of the General Laws,
2 as amended, is hereby further amended by adding at the end
3 the following two paragraphs:
4 Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Housing Au-
-5 thority Law, including, without limitation, any contrary pro-
-6 vision of section twenty-six KK or section twenty-six ZZ, a
7 housing authority may, with the consent of the city or town in
8 which the land lies (acting, in the case of a city having a Plan
9 D or Plan E charter, by its city manager with the authoriza-

-10 tion of its city council, in the case of any other city, by its
11 mayor with like authorization, and in the case of a town, by its
12 board of selectmen), take by eminent domain as aforesaid or

(idjf (Cmttmmtuu'ullli nf HJasnarljitartlh



2 [Jan.SENATE —No. 265.

'

13 acquire by purchase, lease, gift, bequest or grant, and hold,
14 clear, repair, operate, and after having taken or acquired the
15 same, dispose of, land constituting the whole or any part or
16 parts of any area which, after a public hearing of which at
17 least twenty days’ notice has been given by publication in the
18 City Record if the land lies in Boston and in a newspaper hav-
-19 ing a general circulation in the city or town in which the land
20 lies if outside Boston, it has determined constitutes a sub-
-21 standard, decadent or blighted open area and for which it is
22 preparing a land assembly and redevelopment plan or an urban
23 renewal plan, and for such purposes may borrow money from
24 the federal government or use any available funds or both; pro-
-25 vided, however, that no such taking or acquisition shall be
26 effected unless and until the expiration of thirty days after
27 the housing authority has caused a notice of such determina-
-28 tion to be published, if the land lies in Boston, in the City
29 Record, and if the land lies in any other city or town, in a
30 newspaper having a general circulation in such city or town.
31 Within thirty days after publication of notice of a determina-
-32 tion pursuant to this paragraph, any person who is aggrieved
33 by such determination may file a petition in the supreme
34 judicial or superior court sitting in Suffolk county for a writ of
35 certiorari against the housing authority to correct errors of
36 law in such determination, which shall be the exclusive remedy
37 for such purpose; and the provisions of section one D of chap-
-38 ter two hundred and thirteen, and of section four of chapter
39 two hundred and forty-nine, shall apply to said petition except
40 as herein provided with respect to the time for the filing
41 thereof.

1 Section 2. Section 26Q of chapter 121 of the General Laws,
2 as amended, is hereby further amended by adding at the end
3 the following paragraph:
4 A city or town in which a housing authority proposes to
5 take, acquire or clear land constituting the whole or part or
6 parts of an area which the authority has determined to be a
7 substandard, decadent or blighted open area and for which
8 the authority is preparing a land assembly and redevelopment
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plan or an urban renewal plan, may enter into an agreement
or agreements to bear any loss that may arise as the result of
such taking, acquisition, or clearance in the event that such
land is not used for land assembly and redevelopment or urban
renewal purposes.




