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By Mr. Foster, petition of A. Frank Foster for legislation relative to the
appointment and tenure of court officers in district courts. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

An Act relative to the appointment and tenure of court
OFFICERS IN DISTRICT COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 61, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section: — Section 61. The justices of the district courts
5 may appoint, subject to the approval of the administrative
6 committee of the district courts, court officers for attendance
7 at the sessions of the court. Such officers shall preserve order
8 and may serve warrants, precepts, mittimuses, orders and
9 processes of the court, and to perform such duties as the court

10 may direct. If any court has more than one officer, the pre-
-11 siding justice may appoint one of such officers as the chief
12 court officer for that particular court. Such court officers shall
13 not be removed by the justice, except for just cause. In the
14 absence of a court officer or whenever the justice of a court
15 deems it necessary, a temporary court officer may be ap-
-16 pointed, subject to the approval of the administrative com-
-17 mittee, and said temporary court officer shall have all the pow-
-18 ers and duties of a permanent court officer.

1 Section 2. Any court officer in service on the effective
2 date of this act shall not be subject to dismissal or removal
3 for failure to meet the standards of qualifications established
4 by the administrative committee for the appointment of court
5 officers.
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