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By Mr. Hennigan, petition of David M. Goodwin, James W. Hennigan, Jr.,
and another for legislation relative to election of trustees, management of
trust funds of Tremont Temple Baptist Church and the number for a
quorum. Mercantile Affairs.

I
of the Ac 2A of chapter 549 of the Acts of 1943.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk of
the Senate on December 16, 1960, with a request for a mem-
orandum.

Tremont Temple Baptist Church was organized and incorporated
on June 29, 1891 under the provisions of Chapter 404 of the Acts of
1887. Chapter 123 of the Acts of 1956 authorized the corporation
to hold real and personal estate to an amount not exceeding ten
million ($10,000,000) dollars in value and said corporation was
further authorized to have annual income not to exceed five million
($5,000,000) dollars in value from gifts, grants, bequests and de-
vises made to it or for its uses.

The present bill seeks authorization to provide by by-law for a
body of five trustees and for the method of their selection and terms
of office, notwithstanding any provision of Section 3 of Chapter 68
of the General Laws to the contrary. This chapter covers donations
and conveyances for pious and charitable uses and Section 3 reads
as follows:

Incorporated and unincorporated religious societies and
churches may appoint trustees, not exceeding five, to hold and
manage trust funds for their benefit, who shall hold their
offices for three years and until others are appointed in their
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stead. At or before the time of the first appointment of such
trustees, the society may establish regulations for their gov-
ernment, which shall not be subject to alteration or amendment
except by consent of all the trustees then in office and by a
two-thirds vote of the church or society interested therein.
Any funds held by the bodies corporate mentioned in the two
preceding sections may be transferred to said trustees to be
held in trust in like manner by them.

This Department feels that it is entirely within the discretion of
the General Court to grant the authority as requested in the said
petition and expresses no opinion on the merits of the bill.

No fee is required to be paid by a corporation of this type.

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT T. CARELESS,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Dm

An Act relative to election of trustees, management of trust
FUNDS OF TREMONT TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH AND THE NUMBER

FOR A QUORUM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Tremont Temple Baptist Church, located in the
2 city of Boston, incorporated by charter duly made and issued
3 on June twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and ninety-one, is
4 hereby authorized to elect five trustees, within ninety days
5 after the passage of this act, for one, two, three, four and five
6 years and at each annual meeting thereafter one trustee shall
7 be elected for the term of five years, to hold and manage trust
8 funds, including absolute gifts and devises heretofore or here-

-9 after received, for an indefinitely long period or forever, for
10 the benefit of the said Church, subject to whatever limitations
11 which by law appertain thereto, and notwithstanding any pro-
-12 vision of section three of chapter sixty-eight of the General
13 Laws or any other law to the contrary.

1 Section 2. Tremont Temple Baptist Church is further
2 authorized to establish rules and regulations for the govern-
-3 ment of said trustees, within six months of the passage of this
4 act, by a two-thirds vote of the resident members present and
5 voting at a special meeting called for the purpose, which regu-
-6 lations shall not be subject to alteration or amendment except
7 by consent of all trustees at the time and by a four-fifths vote
8 of the resident members present and voting at a special meet-

-9 ing called for the purpose, notwithstanding any provision of
10 section three of chapter sixty-eight of the General Laws or any
11 other law to the contrary.
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officers at any meeting one hundred and fifty resident members
shall constitute a quorum.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect from and after its
2 passage.

1 Section 3. For the transaction of business and election of


