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Senate, March 2, 1961.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was re-
ferred the House bill further regulating absentee voting (House,
No. 611) and the House bill relative to absentee voting where
voters cannot mark the ballot (House, No. 2379) reports recom-
mending that the same be amended by substituting therefor a new
draft entitled “An Act providing that a voter physically unable to
mark an absentee ballot may be assisted therein and further regu-
lating the use of absentee ballots” (Senate, No. 495) and that,
when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

F. X. McCANN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-OnOne

An Act providing that a voter physically unable to mark an
ABSENTEE BALLOT MAY BE ASSISTED THEREIN AND FURTHER REGU-
LATING THE USE OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 92 of chapter 54 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as
3 amended by section 2 of chapter 685 of the acts of 1960, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: A voter
5 who has received an official absent voting ballot as provided
6 in section eighty-nine may vote by mailing the same to the
7 city or town clerk, or, if on the day of the biennial state elec-
-8 tion he will be on the high seas in the prosecution of the busi-
-9 ness of fishing or as a mariner, by delivering the same to such

10 clerk. He shall mark said ballot in the presence of an official
11 authorized by law to administer oaths, and of no other person,
12 in a municipality other than the city or town wherein the voter
13 is registered, or, if he applied for said ballot because he would
14 be unable by reason of physical disability to cast his vote in
15 person at the polling place on election day, he may mark said
16 ballot in any municipality, or, if on the day of the biennial
17 state election he will be on the high seas in the prosecution of
18 the business of fishing or as a mariner, he may mark said bal-
-19 lot in the presence of the city or town clerk, and of no other
20 person, in the municipality wherein he is registered. Before
21 marking the ballot he shall exhibit it to said official, who shall
22 satisfy himself that it is unmarked, but he shall not allow said
23 official to see how he marks it. Except as provided in section
24 ninety-eight, said official shall hold no communication with the
25 voter, nor he with said official, as to how he is to vote. There-
-26 after the voter shall enclose and seal the same in the proper
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27 envelope provided for by clause (c) of section eighty-seven.
28 He shall then execute before said official the necessary affidavit
29 on said envelope as set forth in said clause (c), and shall en-
-30 close and seal the envelope with the ballot in the envelope pro-
-31 vided for in clause (d) of said section, and mail the same with-
-32 in the time prescribed in section ninety-three, postage prepaid,
33 at a post office in a municipality other than the city or town
34 wherein the voter is registered, or in any municipality in case

he applied for said ballot because he would be unable by reason
06 of physical disability to cast his vote in person at the polling
37 place on election day, or, if on the day of the biennial state
38 election he will be on the high seas in the prosecution of the
39 business of fishing or as a mariner, may deliver the same
40 within the time so prescribed to the clerk of the municipality
41 wherein he is registered.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 98, as most recently amended by section 6
3 of chapter 466 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place there-
4 of the following section: -

5 Section 98. An absent voter who declares on oath to the
6 official in whose presence he is to mark his ballot that from
7 blindness or other physical disability he is unable to prepare
8 his ballot may at his discretion be assisted in such marking by
9 any qualified voter whom he may designate or by said official.

10 In either case said official shall add in writing to the jurat a
11 statement of the fact that the voter is unable to write, stating
12 the reason therefor, and shall sign the voter’s name on both
13 envelopes.
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