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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill 477
entitled “An Act Authorizing the City of Cambridge to Sell or
Lease Certain Land Situate on Massachusetts Avenue and Cam-
bridge Street in said City”.

The land in question is part of the Cambridge Common. On
November 20, 1769, at a meeting of the Proprietors of Cambridge
it was voted

“that all the common lands belonging to the proprietors fronting
the College (commonly called the Town Commons) not hereto-
fore granted or allotted to any particular person or persons or
for any special or particular use, be and the same is hereby
granted to the Town of Cambridge to be used as a Training Field
to lie undivided, and to remain for that use forever, provided
nevertheless that if the said Town should dispose of, grant
or appropriate the same or any part thereof, at any time here-
after, to or for any use than that aforementioned, that then and
in such case the whole of the premises hereby granted to said
Town shall revert to the proprietors granting the same and the
present grant shall thereupon be deemed null and void to all
intents and purposes as if the same had never been made”.
The limitation requiring the use of the land as a Common is
ill in force. Title to the portion of the Common in question was

registered by the Land Court. The current certificate of title states
as follows:

“City of Cambridge a municipal corporation located in the
County of Middlesex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts is
the owner in fee simple, as an agency of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, for the use of the said parcel by the public as a
park or common of that certain parcel of land situate in Cam-
bridge”.
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This Certificate of Title No. 29914 issued by the South Registry
District of Middlesex County.

This same parcel of land was the site of many patriotic and
historical incidents in the great tradition of our Commonwealth
in the War for Independence. Among others, it is the site where
George Washington took command of the American Army.

In a sense this parcel of land, although situated in Cambridge,
belongs historically, not only to all the residents of the Common-
wealth, but, to all people in the free world who today are seeking
freedom just as our forefathers did when they marched from the
Cambridge Common to Charlestown and fought one of the most
important battles in the War for Independence.

Because of limitations placed on the use of this land by the
original grantors and because of its historical value, which has
made it a Revolutionary shrine, I feel that this land is unlike
other park land, which I appreciate has been conveyed in the
past by other communities with the approval of the Legislature
and the Governor, and its real value lies in its present use and
preservation for posterity and not for the erection of any building
which would only lead to increased traffic and parking difficulties
in this area.

For the above reasons, I do not believe that it is in the public
interest and I cannot approve this measure.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


