
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-One.

Resolutions requesting the metropolitan district commission
NOT TO RELEASE ANY OF THE NEWTON WATER LANDS.

Whereas, The Newton Water Lands include the finest undevol
oped acreage in Greater Boston which is still available for pari
purposes; and

Whereas, Such land was reserved for such purposes by agree
ment of the Metropolitan District Commission, the Town of Need
hamand Elliot Henderson; and

Whereas, Said Henderson agreed to deed four hundred and sev
enty-nine acres of said land to the commission for park purpose:
in return for approval by the Town of Needham for forty-thre
acres of said land for industrial purposes, said conveyance to th;
commission to be without profit to said Henderson; and

Whereas, A suit brought by Henderson is now pending in Nor-
folk County Superior Court, and is in violation of this contract
with the Commission and the Town of Needham; And

Whereas, The Town of Needham Water Lands Committee, in
the opinion of the Town Moderator, expired on March sixteenth,
nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, when its last report was accepted
by the town meeting, and therefore now lacks authority to speak
for or negotiate on behalf of the town; and
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Whereas, The State Senator from Needham, the town modera-
tor, the members of the Needham Park and Recreation Commis-
sion, and other responsible leaders of the Town of Needham are
available as witnesses for the commonwealth to the terms of this
agreement; and

Whereas, It is in the public interest to protect this river valley
from damaging industrial exploitation; now therefore be it
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Resolved, That the Metropolitan District Commission is re-
quested not to release any of the Newton Water Lands nor to ap-
prove payment for the undeveloped portion of the Newton Water
Lands in excess of the price paid for said land by Henderson to
the City of Newton; and be it further

Resolved, That the Attorney General use the full resources of
his office and the aforementioned officials of the Town of Needham
to combat in the courts any claim in excess of said agreed amount.j
The Attorney General is requested to impress upon the Court that
the Town of Needham, acting through its town meeting, has never
taken any action in favor of re-zoning any portion of the remain-
ing undeveloped land for industry and on the contrary, has taken
affirmative action to preserve it for park purposes; and further-
more, the Attorney General is advised of the rights of the Park
Commissioners of the Town of Needham as set forth in Section
eighty-five of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws that release
of the Metropolitan District Commission’s rights in this park land
requires prior concurrence of the Needham Park Commissioners
and said concurrence is not now available.


