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Executive Department

State House, Boston, May 16, 1961

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives

Chapter 384 of the Acts of 1961 signed into law by me on
April 17, 1961 provided that the books and accounts of the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority shall be examined by the State Auditor.

When this bill was signed I stated that a bill would be sub-
mitted for your consideration, requiring an annual state examina-
tion by the State Auditor of the books and accounts of other public
authorities.

If the best interests of the public are served by an audit of the
books and accounts of the Massachusetts Port Authority by the
State Auditor, I urge there is no reason they will not be further
served by the audit of the books and accounts of the Massachu-
setts Turnpike Authority and the Massachusetts Parking Authority
by the State Auditor.

Authorities are creations of the state government. They are
set up by the Legislature to do specific jobs, free from the encum-
brances on regular government agencies and from normal state
tax provisions. They are performing what are basically public
functions, regardless of how they get their revenue.

Generally the authorities have done their assigned jobs well.
But this is no argument that they should be above inspection. The
public has a right to know how they account for and spend their
funds.

Massachusetts is fortunate in having a first-rate auditing sys-
tem. The auditor’s office has played an effective watchdog role
in all areas of regular government finance.

I submit herewith for your consideration a bill which provides

ffiommmtuifaltii of iKasaarljuiirttfl



[MaySENATE —No. 643.2

I

for an extension of the audits. I respectfully urge that you grant
it your approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A, VOLPE,

Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixtv-Onc

An Act to provide that the state auditor shall annually

AUDIT THE BOOKS AND ACCOUNTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS TURN-
PIKE AUTHORITY AND THE MASSACHUSETTS PARKING AUTHORITY.

F Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 15 of Chapter 354 of the acts of 1952
2 is hereby amended by inserting in the sixth paragraph after
3 the third sentence the following sentence: The state auditor
4 shall likewise audit said books and accounts at least once in
5 each fiscal year.

1 Section 2. Section 14 of Chapter 606 of the acts of 1958
2 is hereby amended by inserting in the seventh paragraph after
3 the third sentence the following sentence: The state auditor
4 shall likewise audit said books and accounts at least once in
5 each fiscal year.

1 Section 3. Such audits shall be made by the state auditor
2 without any additional appropriation.




