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REPORT BY THE WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO A STUDY OF THE WATER RESOURCES OF
THE WARE, QUABOAG AND QUINEBAUG RIVER VALLEYS.

To the Gt of Massachusetts

Under the provisions of Chapter 96 of the Resolves of 1958, the
Water Resources Commission was authorized to make a study of
the water resources of the Ware, Quaboag and Quinebaug River
Valleys. The time within which the Commission was instructed
to complete its study was subsequently extended, the most recent
extension being contained in Chapter 12 of the Resolves of 1962.

During the course of the survey the Commission has done a con-
siderable amount of field work on the availability of water re-
sources, water resource needs, the availability of ground water, and
the problem of flood control. In this regard, the Commission se-
cured the cooperation of the U. S. Geological Survey to assist in the
determination of the ground water resources and the establishment
of additional stream flow measuring stations.

The U. S. Soil Conservation Service also cooperated in a study
of the Quaboag River for the purpose of providing flood control on
that stream. As a result of their study, a watershed work plan
was developed for the Upper Quaboag River Watershed providing
for the construction of a series of eight flood control reservoirs,
local flood protection works in East Brookfield, and certain works
for improving the channel of the Upper Quaboag River in West
Brookfield and Warren. That plan was approved by the United
States Congress and made available the sum of 81,657,000 towards
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financing the project. The Water Resources Commission was au-
thorized to construct the eight reservoirs in question, utilizing the
above Federal funds, and the sum of $310,000 was made available
to pay for the Commonwealth’s share of the project. There is the
possibility that additional storage can be included in the majority
of these reservoirs for other uses, such as domestic water supply,
fish and wildlife development, and recreational development.

The so-called Agriculture bill that was enacted by Congress made
certain revisions to Public Law 566, the so-called Small Watershed
Protection and Flood Prevention Act, which would make additional
funds available for these purposes. This act was passed on Septem-
ber 27, 1962, and there hasn’t been sufficient time to revise the
work plan in order to take advantage of these additional Federal
funds for water resource development.

In regard to the ground water study, an availability map was
developed in cooperation with the U. S. Geological Survey showing
the most suitable areas in the three river valleys where ground
water sources might be found. This information was made public
early in 1962 by this Commission on a map entitled “Generalized
Surficial Geology Ground Water Favorability Map of the Ware-
Quaboag-Quinebaug-French Rivers, Massachusetts” which is now
available for distribution. Copies of the map were sent to all the
Boards of Water Commissioners and water companies in the area.

The data in regard to the measurement of low flows in these
river basins at certain selected temporary gaging stations has not
been submitted by the U. S. Geological Survey to date.

The Commission, therefore, recommends that the time for the
Commission to file its final report with the Clerk of the Senate be
extended until the first Wednesday in December in the year 1963,
with the authorization to file progress reports from time to time
as the various phases of work are completed.

A draft of suggested legislation to continue this study is included
in Appendix A.

Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,

Chairman.
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Resolve extending the time within which the water re-
sources COMMISSION IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE ITS STUDY AND*.
FILE ITS FINAL REPORT RELATIVE TO THE WATER RESOURCES OF THE™
WARE, QUABOAG AND QUINEBAUG RIVER VALLEYS.

1 Resolved, That the time within which the Water Resources
2 Commission is required to complete its study and file its final
3 report relative to the water resources of the Ware, Quaboag
4 and Quinbaug river valleys, as authorized by chapter ninety-
-5 six of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and
6 most recently revived and continued by chapter twelve of the
7 resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-two, is hereby extended
8 to the first Wednesday in December in the year nineteen hun-
-9 dred and sixty-three. Any unexpended balances under appro-

-10 priation item number 1010-23, Public Water Supply Studies,
11 may be utilized for the completion of this study.

APPENDIX A

PROPOSED LEGISLATION


