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By Mr. Powers, petition of John E. Powers for the adoption of resolutions
memorializing the Congress of the United States to enact legislation pro-
viding for public assistance for mental and tubercular patients in public in-
stitutions. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
TO ENACT LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR

MENTAL AND TUBERCULAR PATIENTS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

Whereas, There exists an urgent need to allow persons suffering
from tuberculosis and mental illness to be eligible for public as-
sistance on the same basis as those suffering from other types of
illness; and

Whereas, At the Governor’s Conference held in Chicago in
November, 1961, Senator John E. Powers, the President of the
Massachusetts Senate, strongly advocated federal assistance for

ate mental health programs; and

Whereas, In May, 1962, at the suggestion of Senator Powers
the Massachusetts Conference on Mental Health unanimously
passed a resolution urging him to request the President’s Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, of which he is a
member, to study the advisability of federal public assistance
grants for mental and tubercular patients in public institutions,
which request was subsequently granted resulting in a current
study by said commission of such assistance grants; and

Whereas, H. R. 3809, now pending before the Congress, pro-
vides for the inclusion of mentally ill and tubercular patients for
public assistance, which will qualify the commonwealth for an
estimated twenty-five million dollars in federal grants; now there-
fore be it
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Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to enact H. R. 3809 or
similar legislation which provides for the eligibility of persons
suffering from tuberculosis and mental illness for public assistance
payments, including medical assistance; and be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth transmit
forthwith copies of these resolutions to the President of the United
States, to the presiding officer of each branch of the Congress, and
to each member thereof from the commonwealth.


