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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Great General Court:

One of the most serious problems confronting the people of
Massachusetts today is the tragic toll of death and injury being
taken daily on our highways. Last year alone 700 men, women
and children were killed, and close to 100,000 were injured. Dur-
ing the first three months of this year, the death rate exceeded by
12 percent the very sharp increase recorded in 1962, and injuries
continue unabated. When put on a daily basis, these figures mean
that before midnight tonight 2 more people will die and another
275 are likely to be injured.

Unless prompt, decisive action is taken, the prospects are that
the numbers of dead and injured will continue to mount. Each
year more drivers are operating more cars a greater number of
miles over our roads, steadily increasing the chances of death and
injury. The trend is alarming: In 1950 the average annual motor
vehicle death rate was 500 and injuries were approximately 50,000.
By 1962, as I mentioned earlier, deaths had risen to 700 and in-
juries had increased to almost 100,000 annually. The total num-
ber of people killed and injured in the last ten years now exceeds
the entire combined populations of Boston and Springfield.

If this waste of human life and resources were caused by an
epidemic of disease, we as the government of the commonwealth
would be quick to see our duty to mobilize every available means
for the protection of our people. That it is caused instead by
traffic accidents does not relieve us of this duty. Similarly, the
fact that Massachusetts is not alone in its predicament, and that
other states have experienced similar increases, is little comfort to
the accident victim or to his family. Neither is it an excuse for
the lack of an effective state-wide program. In the early days of
the automobile, Massachusetts was a pioneer in highway safety
and Massachusetts can lead the way again. What is needed is a
sustained, intensive effort in education, engineering and enforce-
ment, drawing together in one program the work done in the past
by branches of the state government, by various cities and towns
and by the private safety groups which have worked so diligently
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in the past to make us conscious of the highway safety problem
and aware of the means through which a solution might be found.
In this effort I ask that you join me today.

In the area of education we must deal with two problems: First,
the training of the new driver; and, second, the issuing and re-
newal of licenses. With regard to training, driver education
courses have been widely accepted as a safety technique capable
of producing both immediate and long range benefits. They are
our best opportunity to improve driving standards from one gen-
eration to the next because proper instruction can eliminate from
the start much of the error and attitude mainly responsible for
accidents.

In order to realize this potential, the driver training program
must be well conceived, efficiently administered and effectively
presented both in the classroom and on the road. A driver educa-
tion course that fails to win the respect of its students not only
fails to teach good driving, but may even foster attitudes of
cynicism and irresponsibility. As a first step toward the improve-
ment of the courses now being offered, a driver education co-
ordinator is to be designated within the Department of Education.
His first responsibility will be to conduct a complete review of the
present program in order that we may know exactly what is
needed across the state in the establishment of sound, sensible
standards and procedures.

In the issuing of licenses it is no longer enough simply to give
an oral test covering a general knowledge of rules of the road.
What is needed is what is being done in almost every other state
in the union, and that is a written examination covering rules,
laws, signs and signals. By making this test precede the road test,
it is possible to administer a written, multiple-choice examination
economically on a group basis; to have it corrected clerically or
mechanically and to free the registry examiners to devote more
time to the road test.

I, therefore, recommend the enactment of the accompanying
amendment to Chapter 90 of the General Laws which will require
that a person wishing to become a licensed operator in Massachu-
setts must first apply for an instruction permit which will be
granted after he meets the physical standards and passes a writ-
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ten test to be prepared under the direction of the registrar of mo-
tor vehicles. After receiving the instruction permit and complet-
ing the road training part of his driver course, the applicant may
apply for his operator’s license and take the road test. If he is
under 18 years of age when he passes the road test he will be
given the junior’s operator’s license created last year. If he is over
18 he will be given a regular operator’s license. Massachusetts is
one of the few states which still allows an unlicensed person to
operate a motor vehicle. In the majority, an instruction permit is
required and it is also recommended by the president’s committee
for traffic safety. This amendment will close a serious gap in our
present law under which an unlicensed operator may drive a car
for an unlimited period of time regardless of physical or mental
disability or lack of training, with no protection for the public
other than the requirement that a licensed operator be present.

In addition to making certain that the applicant has adequate
knowledge of the principles of driving, we must also be sure that
he is physically capable of operating a car. To do this I shall ask
that the registrar prepare with the advice of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, new physical standards which will help to identify
applicants who should not be licensed. Because our duty to the
public does not end with the initial issuing of the license, I further
propose that Massachusetts institute a system of driver improve-
ment and re-examination. I have, therefore, asked the registrar
to formulate plans under which evidence of physical capability,
attendance at driver improvement classes, and written and road
tests will be required at the registrar’s discretion for accident re-
peaters, habitual offenders, and drivers whose licenses have been
revoked or suspended.

A sustained program of public information is also needed to
tell our people more about where, when, how and why traffic acci-
dents occur and how they can be prevented. For this purpose
with the help of the registrar, the commissioner of public safety,
the state, MDC and local police units and with the support of the
news media and safety groups, we will launch an intensive cam-
paign employing the most effective techniques of modern com-
munication available to bring about an awareness that a real
danger exists on our roads today, and that everyone, whether op-
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orator or pedestrian, has the responsibility of protecting himself
and those around him.

The engineering aspects of this program deal with problems of
making it safer to ride in the vehicle, and making the roads safer
to carry the increasing traffic. With regard to the vehicle, I recom-
mend as a first step the enactment of the accompanying legisla-
tion which will make seat belts conforming to established stand-
ards of strength and design required equipment on all new cars
sold or registered in Massachusetts after January 1, 1964. The
statute will not require an owner to put seat belts on the car which
he purchases or registers here before that date, but it will require
that the belts be installed in all new models to be sold here there-
after. In addition, when more information becomes available on
other means of protecting drivers and passengers such as shock
absorbent bumpers, flexible or telescoping steering shafts, whip-
lash protection, and interior padding, I will consider proposing
such improvements for adoption.

Secondly, we must make certain that our citizens are not being
victimized by unsafe roads. If there are particularly hazardous
areas at which accidents are happening frequently, then the police
unit having jurisdiction should be made aware of the fact and it
should have the information needed to carry out changes in en-
forcement procedures and in traffic control. In order to assist in
the process of identifying these locations, I recommend the ac-
companying proposed amendment to Chapter 90 which will make
it necessary that persons report accidents to the Police Depart-
ment having jurisdiction over the location as well as to the Regis-
try of Motor Vehicles. In addition, I will ask the registrar to take
steps to establish a central accident records bureau within the
Registry of Motor Vehicles in order to provide the best possible
opportunity for the collection, study and analysis of accident infor-
mation. In this way, the records of past accidents can serve as an
important aid in the prevention of death and injury in the future.

Nevertheless, neither new traffic laws, nor improved driver edu-
cation, or additional safety devices will produce the dramatic re-
duction in deaths and injuries we seek unless adequate means are
provided for strict law enforcement. In the ranks of our state
police and in our local police units, including the M.D.C. and reg-
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istry personnel, there are able and dedicated men who have already
demonstrated their effectiveness in protecting the public. Many
of them have completed advanced academic work in traffic man-
agement and safety. Others can call upon vast practical experience
gained through years of dealing with the motoring public. In
order that we may derive the fullest benefit from their services, I
have requested, first, that the Commissioner of Public Safety make
a detailed survey of highway patrols now in operation by all units
and to seek the assistance of M.D.C. and local police in this project.
The immediate aim of this survey is to reveal areas of duplication
and areas now inadequately covered or without needed patrols;
and the ultimate goal is to devise a statewide system, a Massachu-
setts traffic safety patrol master plan, that will result in an ade-
quate level of police surveillance for every highway within our
state.

Secondly, we must tighten our traffic ticket system to insure
equal and impartial enforcement. The means of doing this have
been studied closely here and in other states by groups concerned
with traffic safety, because strict law enforcement is an essential
element of any effective program. Many have recommended the
“uniform traffic ticket system” which has won the approval of
President Kennedy’s committee for traffic safety and the Ameri-
can Bar Association, and which is now in force in Connecticut, in
New Jersey and in other states across the country. It is not the
system adopted in Massachusetts last year by the enactment of
Chapter 90C, but in order to avoid the confusion and delay that
might attend the passage of a wholly new ticket system so close
on the heels of the last amendment, I strongly recommend the
enactment now of the attached amendment to Chapter 90C. This
amendment requires that the police officer make out the citation
and hand the alleged violator a copy at the scene of the offense,
if possible. This added step will considerably improve the effec-
tiveness of the auditing procedures currently prescribed in Chap-
ter 90C, and will enhance the impact upon the alleged violator, all
without any major disruption of our present system. In order to
alleviate a possible burden on the courts that might result from in-
tensified law enforcement, and to reduce the number of police offi-
cers detained in court appearances I also recommend the enact-
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merit of the accompanying amendment to Chapter 218 which
would allow persons to plead guilty to moving traffic offenses, with
certain specified exceptions, and to pay the fine without actually
appearing before the court.

You also have before you in this session legislation which would
extend daylight savings time from six to nine months during the
year. The purpose is to increase the daylight hours available for
heavy homeward bound late afternoon traffic. Because our rec-
ords indicate that a substantial portion of our traffic accidents m
happen at this time of the day, I favor in principle the extending
of daylight savings time, provided that we can coordinate with our
neighboring states, that attention is given to problems that might
be created for any of our local businesses or industries by this
change, and that adequate daylight remains for the early morning
period during which children are travelling to school.

As the chief executive of the commonwealth, I intend person-
ally to take charge of this campaign against needless death and
injury. In order to provide the means for coordination and direc-
tion, I propose the enactment of the accompanying amendment to
Chapter 90A which will materially change the character of the
present Massachusetts highway safety committee, placing upon
the governor the responsibility for serving as its chairman, and
providing for a staff to assist in the execution of the policies and
programs that the committee will create. This amendment and
several of the other amendments proposed in this message, al-
though similar to suggestions made in the past, have been care-
fully considered and are designed as important working parts in a
comprehensive program. In order to meet our responsibility to
the people of the commonwealth, we must create a climate in
which safety measures will have the greatest possible effect in re-
ducing accidents, deaths and injuries. We cannot meet this re-
sponsibility without the proper tools.

As we move into this broad new safety program we can count)
upon the guidance and support of each of the other New England
states through the New England Regional Traffic Safety Commis-
sion, recently proposed by the governor’s conference. Each state
will shortly appoint four members to this commission which will
work towards improved accident prevention and law enforcement,
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and will help to bring about modernization and uniformity in
traffic laws within the six-state area.

There is another aspect of the highway safety problem to which
we must also direct our attention, and that is the rising cost of
automobile insurance. Each year, the accident statistics of the
commonwealth are translated into premium increases. In set-
ting the premiums, the commissioner of insurance must provide a
sum to cover the cost of doing business and a further sum as a

/|profit factor. As long as accident figures continue to climb, the
portion of the premiums allocated to claims and costs of claims
will increase. Unless the trend is reversed, Massachusetts motor-
ists will pay even more for their coverage than they do now.

The traffic safety program which I propose to you today should
accomplish a decrease in our accident rate. It will then be neces-
sary for us to provide the means by which this result can be re-
flected in reduced premiums for those whose records are clear of
accidents and of moving violations. One of the great defects of
our present insurance system lies in the fact that the good driver
pays as much in premiums as the bad driver. Since it is well
established that the bulk of the accidents and serious violations
are attributable to a minority of our motorists in any single year,
we have the peculiar situation of the relatively safe majority ab-
sorbing the cost of keeping the relatively unsafe minority on the
road. Finding a solution deserves our best efforts. As a first
step, a new study is about to be launched under the leadership of
the Harvard Law School. The study will attempt the most com-
prehensive analysis yet done on the philosophy and mechanism of
our compulsory system. During its course, the direct participation
of officials of our state government, the insurance industry and the
various citizens’ groups concerned with the problem will be sought.
At the conclusion, a full report with detailed recommendations will
be submitted for our consideration.

ln the traffic safety program which I propose today the execu-
tive, legislative and judicial branches of our state government, as
well as our citizens, each have a role to play. The role of the legis-
lature is to provide the laws with which to fight the menace of
death and injury on the roads. The role of the judiciary is to see
that violators are punished appropriately and impartially. The
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role of the citizen is to realize that traffic safety deserves more
than lip service, that it is a matter in which each of us has a vital
personal interest in terms of his own life and safety, the lives and
safety of his family and friends, and in terms of the economic
burden placed upon him by the high cost of accidents; to realize
all of this and then to join with us in bringing Massachusetts to
the forefront in the preservation of human life on the roads in the
age of the automobile.

Respectfully submitted,

ENDICOTT PEABODY
May 20,1963
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act to establish a violations bureau within district
COURTS.

elljr Cmnmmuuraltlj of fHasaadjuartta

APPENDIX A.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section 26 a new section to be entitled sec-
3 tion 26A.
4 Section 26A. Any district court may, under rules which
5 shall be prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the
6 District Courts and the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court
7 of the City of Boston, establish a Traffic Violations Bureau
8 for each district court and constitute the Clerk of Court or
9 assistant clerk or any other appropriate official within the

10 jurisdiction in which the court is held as a violations clerk for
11 the Traffic Violations Bureau.
12 The violations clerk shall accept written appearance, waiver
13 of trial, plea of guilty and payment of fine costs, subject to
14 the limitations hereinafter prescribed in any traffic offense
15 case, which term shall include the violation of any statute, by-
-16 law, ordinance or regulation relating to the operation or con-
-17 trol of motor vehicles, other than a violation of any provision
18 of a rule, regulation, order, ordinance or by-law regulating the
19 parking of motor vehicles and other than a violation of sec-
-20 tion 208 of chapter 90. The violations clerk shall serve under
21 the direction and control of the court appointing him.
22 The Administrative Committee of the District Courts and
23 the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court of the City of Boston
24 shall by order, which may from time to time be amended, sup-
-25 plemented or repealed, designate the motor vehicle violation
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26 or traffic offenses within the authority of the violations clerk.
27 Such offenses shall not include:
28 (1) Indictable offenses;
29 (2) Offenses resulting in an accident;
30 (3) Operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence
31 of intoxicating liquor or a narcotic or habit-producing drug, or
32 permitting another person, who is under the influence of in-
-33 toxicating liquor or a narcotic or habit-producing drug, to
34 operate a motor vehicle owned by the defendant or in his
35 custody or control;
36 (4) Operating recklessly;
37 (5) Negligently operating to endanger
38 (6) Operating upon a bet or wager or in a race;
39 (7) Operating for the purpose of making a record;
40 (8) Leaving the scene of an accident after knowingly
41 causing personal injury or property damage without making
42 oneself known;
43 (9) Driving while under suspension or revocation of
44 driver’s license;
45 (10) Driving without being licensed to drive;
46 (11) Exceeding the speed limit by more than (15) miles
47 per hour; or
48 (12) Operating a motor vehicle not covered by a motor
49 vehicle liability bond or policy;
50 (13) A second moving traffic offense within a twelve
51 month’s period.
52 The Administrative Committee of the District Courts and
53 the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court of the City of Boston
54 shall establish schedules, within the limits prescribed by law,
55 of the amounts of fines to be imposed for first, second and
56 subsequent offenses, designating each offense specifically. The
57 order of the Administrative Committee of the District Courts
58 and the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court of the City of
59 Boston establishing the schedules shall be prominently posted
60 in the place where the fines are paid. Fines and costs shall be
61 paid to, receipted by and accounted for by the violations clerk
62 in accordance with these Rules.
63 Whenever any person shall be served with a warrant, sum-
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64 mons or oilier process, charging such person with the viola-
-65 tion of a traffic statute, by-law, ordinance or regulation or any
66 traffic offense, such process shall include a provision indicat-
-67 ing whether the accused person may within seven days after
68 being served as aforesaid file a signed plea of guilty, waive
69 trial and pay a scheduled fine to the violations clerk during
70 business hours of such court from which the process was
71 issued. Any person charged with any traffic offense, which is
72 within the authority of the violations clerk, may appear be-
-73 fore the violations clerk or may file a written appearance, may
74 sign an appearance, plea of guilty and waiver of trial, and pay
75 the fine established for the offense charged, and costs. He
76 shall, prior to the plea, waiver and payment, be informed of
77 his right to stand trial, that his signature to a plea of guilty
78 will have the same force and effect as a judgment of court,
79 and that the record of conviction will be sent to the Registrar
80 of Motor Vehicles or to the appropriate officers of the state
81 from which his license to operate motor vehicles is issued.
82 The Administrative Committee of the District Courts and
83 the Chief Justice of the Municipal Court of the City of Boston,
84 in addition to other powers set forth by law, are hereby au-
-85 thorized to promulgate such rules and regulations, including
86 the use of forms, as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
-87 poses of this section.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act making the governor permanent chairman of the
governor's highway safety committee.

2 is hereby further amended by striking out Sections 1, 2, 3 and
3 4 and substituting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 1. There shall be in the executive department a
5 committee to be known as the Governor’s Highway Safety
6 Committee, hereinafter referred to as the committee. The
7 committee shall consist of the Governor as permanent chair-
-8 man, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, the Attorney General,
9 the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House, the

10 Commissioner of Insurance, the Commissioner of Public
11 Works, the Commissioner of Public Safety, the Commissioner
12 of Education, the chairman of the Youth Service Board, the
13 chairman of the Metropolitan District Commission, the Com-
-14 missioner of Mental Health, the chairman of the Administra-
-15 tive Committee of the District Courts, and seven members to
16 be appointed by the Governor, at least one of whom shall be
17 a representative of a Massachusetts Safety Council accredited
18 by the National Safety Council, and at least one of whom shall
19 be a representative of a labor organization representing per-
-20 sons employed as operators of trucks, buses or automobiles.
21 The members appointed by the Governor shall serve for a
22 term of three years. The members of the committee shall re-
-23 ceive no compensation for service on the committee. The
24 committee shall have no power or authority except as spe-
-25 cifically provided by law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 90A of the General Laws as most recently amended

APPENDIX B.
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26 Section 2. The Governor shall appoint or make available
27 from his staff, or shall designate from other departments,
28 such personnel as shall be necessary to carry out the functions
29 of the committee. One such person so appointed or designated
30 shall serve as the executive dii’ector of the committee. The
31 executive director shall be selected by the Governor and may
32 be removed by him at any time at his discretion. He shall
33 perform such duties as the Governor may prescribe. The com-
-34 mittee shall be provided with suitable offices and equipment.
35 Section 3. The committee may, subject to appropriation,
36 expend such sums as may be necessary in carrying out its
37 duties including reasonable travel and expense of its members.
38 Section 4- It shall be the duty of the committee to hold
39 meetings at least once during every three calendar months, at
40 such places as it may determine; to study the problems of
41 safety in connection with the operation of motor vehicles; to
42 consult and cooperate with all departments of state govern-
-43 ment in regard to highway safety; to promote and encourage
44 uniform and effective programs of safety on highways and to
45 assist in the coordination of such programs among state de-
-46 partments, local governmental agencies, other governmental
47 agencies, and private organizations; to interchange informa-
-48 tion among the several departments of the state government
49 for more effective highway safety conditions; to cooperate
50 with officials of the United States government and with local
51 governments toward the achievement of greater highway
52 safety; to encourage highway safety education in the common-
-53 wealth; to encourage and assist in the creation of, and the
54 programs of, local highway safety committees; and to make
55 recommendations to the legislature with respect to the prob-
-56 lems of highway safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act to require an instruction permit for unlicensed
DRIVERS LEARNING TO DRIVE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 10 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended, is hereby further amended by strik-
-3 ing out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon any way un-
-6 less licensed or possessing a valid instruction permit under
7 this chapter except as otherwise herein provided.

1 Section 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 8A the following sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 88. Any person who is at least sixteen years of
5 age may apply to the registrar for an instruction permit. The
6 registrar in his discretion, after the applicant has successfully
7 passed all parts of the examination other than the driving
8 test, issue to the applicant an instruction permit which shall
9 entitle the applicant, while having such permit in his im-

-10 mediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle upon the public
11 highways for a period of ninety days when accompanied by a
12 licensed operator who has had at least one year of driving ex-
-13 perience and who is occupying a seat beside the driver, ex-
-14 cepting only persons who have been licensed and whose
15 licenses are not in force because of revocation or suspension,

APPENDIX C.
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16 persons whose right to operate is suspended by the registrar,
17 and persons less than sixteen years of age; but such licensed
18 operator shall be liable for the violation of any provision of
19 this chapter, or of any regulation made in accordance here-

-20 with, committed by such unlicensed operator; provided, that
21 the examiners of operators in the employ of the registrar,
22 when engaged in their official duty, shall not be liable for the
23 acts of any person who is being examined. Any such instruc-
-24 tion permit may be renewed or a new permit issued for an ad-
-25 ditional period of ninety days.
26 If the applicant is under eighteen years of age, said instruc-
-27 tion permit shall not entitle the applicant to operate a motor
28 vehicle between the hours of one o’clock ante meridian and
29 five o’clock ante meridian unless accompanied by a parent or
30 legal guardian who is a licensed operator with at least one
31 year of driving experience and whose license is not revoked
32 or suspended.
33 Every application for an instruction permit shall be made
34 upon a form furnished by the registrar. Every application
35 shall be accompanied by the proper fee and payment of such
36 fee shall entitle the applicant to not more than three attempts
37 to pass the examination within a period of six months from
38 the date of application.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act to require written reports of motor vehicle accidents
TO CITIES AND TOWNS.

APPENDIX D.

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 26, as most recently amended, and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4 Section 26. Written Report of Accident. The operator of
5 a motor vehicle which is in any manner involved in an acci-
-6 dent resulting in bodily injury to, or death of, any person or
7 total property damage to an apparent extent of two hundred
8 dollars or more shall, within five days after such accident,
9 forward a written report of such accident to the registry of

10 motor vehicles and a copy to the police department having
11 jurisdiction over the highway on which the accident occurred.
12 The form of accident report shall be approved by the registrar
13 of motor vehicles. The registrar may revoke or suspend the
14 license of any person violating this section.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

Act requiring the use of seat belts in motor vehicles.

Section 7 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws as most re-
cently amended, is hereby further amended by adding at the
end of the first paragraph the following:

No new motor vehicle shall be sold or registered in the
Commonwealth after January first, nineteen hundred and
sixty-four, unless it shall be equipped with two sets of front
seat safety belts meeting standards for design, construction
and installation to be set by the registrar of motor vehicles in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 280 of the Acts of
1963.

®ljr (Emmjunuuraltlj uf

APPENDIX E.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act further regulating notice to violators of the motor
VEHICLE LAWS AND RELATIVE TO THE FILING OF COPIES OF SAID
NOTICE AND ACTION TAKEN THEREON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90C as added by chapter 789 of the
2 acts of 1962 is hereby amended by striking out the eighth
3 paragraph of section one, beginning with the word “Citation”
4 and ending with “9. Recommendation.”, and all of section two
5 thereof, and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 “Citation”, a notice upon which a police officer shall record
7 an occurrence involving one or more automobile law viola-
-8 tions by the person cited. Each citation shall be numbered
9 consecutively and shall consist of an original to be given,

10 mailed or delivered to the offender as provided in this chap-
-11 ter, and three copies, one for the registrar, one for the police
12 chief and one for the police officer issuing the same. The
13 form of said citation shall be approved by the registrar and
14 shall contain, but shall not be limited to, sufficient spaces to
15 record the following information:
16 1. The name of the police department issuing the same.
17 2. Name, address and date of birth of offender.
18 *3. Operator’s license number of offender, if any, and dates
19 of issuance and expiration of said license.
20 4. Registration number of motor vehicle involved, name
21 and address of owner of vehicle and color of said vehicle.
22 5. Date, time and place of the violation, or violations.

APPENDIX F.
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23 6. Description of the violation or violations, and the exist-
-24 ing conditions.
25 7. Signature of issuing police officer.
26 8. Signature of police chief or endorsing officer.
27 9. Recommendation.

1 Section 2. Whenever any police officer shall observe the
2 commission of an automobile law violation or violations, such
3 police officer shall record the violation or violations upon a
4 citation or citations, filling out the citation and each copy
5 thereof as soon as possible and as completely as possible. Said
6 police officer shall inform the offender of the violation and
7 shall give the original of the citation to the offender at the
8 scene of the violation whenever possible. In the event that
9 such original cannot be given to the offender at the scene of

10 the violation, it shall forthwith be delivered or mailed to him
11 at his mail address or at his residential address as appears on
12 his license or registration.
13 At or before the completion of his tour of duty, each police
14 officer to whom a citation book has been issued and any po-

-15 lice officer having observed an automobile law violation shall
16 complete, sign and deliver to his police chief, or to a person
17 authorized by said police chief, all remaining copies of each
18 such citation except the police officer’s copy which shall be re-
-19 tained by him. If the offender has been placed under arrest,
20 such arrest shall be noted on the citation and in the last col-
-21 umn of the audit sheet.
22 Within three days thereafter, the police chief or an officer
23 of a rank not less than sergeant, or in the case of the state
24 police of a rank not less than corporal and who is in charge
25 of a state police barracks, shall endorse said citation and shall
26 make a written recommendation thereon of the disposition of
27 said citation which shall be one of the following, except that
28 such recommendation shall not be required when the offender
29 has been placed under arrest;

30 1. Sending a written warning to the offender.
31 2. Reference to the registrar for action.
32 3. Directing application for a complaint to the appropriate
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33 district court or to a justice of the peace authorized to
34 issue complaints under chapter two hundred and
35 eighteen.
36 4. Voiding the citation. Each voided citation shall be en-
37 dorsed with a full explanation for this action by the po-
38 lice officer voiding the same, and said endorsement shall
39 be signed by said police officer.
40 One copy of the citation containing said written recom-
41 mendation shall be delivered to the registrar forthwith and
42 one copy shall be kept by the police chief for the records of
43 his department or agency.
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