
Senate, August 1. 1963.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was recommitted
the House Bill to provide for regional planning in the Metropolitan
Boston area (House, No. 3189), report recommending that the
same ought to pass, with an amendment, substituting a new draft
entitled “An Act providing for regional planning in the Metropoli-
tan Boston area” (Senate, No. 943). (Sen. Hogan dissents.)

For the committee,

MARIO UMANA.
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Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Three.

An Act providing for regional planning in the metropolitan
BOSTON AREA.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for regional
3 planning in the metropolitan Boston area, therefore it is here-
-4 by declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-5 mediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws as
2 appearing in section 1 of chapter 623 of the acts of 1958, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “commission” the
4 first time it occurs in line 9, the words: , the metropolitan
5 area planning council.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 108 under the caption METROPOLI-
-3 TAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL the following six sec-
-4 tions:
5 Section 109. There shall be a metropolitan area planning
6 council, in this section and in sections one hundred and ten
7 to one hundred and fourteen, inclusive, called the council. Said
8 council shall consist of one representative from each city and
9 town of the metropolitan area planning district who shall be

10 appointed by the mayor or, if the city has a manager, by the
11 city manager and in the case of a town by the board of select-
-12 men or, if the town has a manager, by the town manager;
13 twenty-one persons to be appointed by the governor, with the
14 advice and consent of the executive council; and the following
15 officers or their respective designees who shall be members
16 ex officiis: the chairman of the Metropolitan Transit Au-
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17 thority, the chairman of the Massachusetts Port Authority,
18 the chairman of the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, the
19 commissioner of public safety, the commissioner of the
20 metropolitan district commission, the commissioner of public
21 works, the chairman of the mass transportation commission,
22 the commissioner of commerce, the chairman of the state hous-
-23 ing board, the chairman of the Boston Redevelopment Au-
-24 thority and the commissioner of public works of the city of
25 Boston.
26 Upon the expiration of the term of any appointed member,
27 his successor shall be appointed in like manner for a term of
28 three years. The appropriate appointing authority shall fill
29 any vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.
30 Section 110. The council shall elect annually by and from
31 its members a president, a secretary and a treasurer, each of
32 whom shall hold his office until his successor is elected and
33 qualified. Election of said officers shall be held annually in
34 the month of April, and the officers elected shall commence
35 their terms on the fourth Wednesday of April.
36 The council shall meet quarterly at the call of the president,
37 and at such other times as the council may determine.
38 It shall establish rules of procedures for its activities and
39 the activities of the executive committee, and shall keep a
40 record of its meetings, transactions, resolutions, findings and
41 determinations, all of which shall be a public record. The
42 council shall make an annual report to the general court.
43 The treasurer shall give the council a bond, with a surety
44 company authorized to transact business in the commonwealth
45 as surety, for the faithful performance of his duties in such
46 sum and upon such conditions as the council may require.
47 The council shall conduct such research and prepare and
48 compile such data, maps, charts and tables as may be helpful
49 or necessary to improve the physical, social and economic
50 conditions of the district, and shall prepare and revise com-
-51 prehensive plans for the physical, social and economic improve-
-52 ment of the district, or parts thereof, with respect to the
53 optimum use of the land areas in the district, and the most
54 efficient provisions for the utilities serving these land areas.
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55 The council shall approve or disapprove by majority vote
such plans for the development and redevelopment of the dis-
trict, or parts thereof, as may be laid before it. The approval
of any such plan or any recommendation of the council shall
be advisory only.

56

57
58
59
60 The council shall maintain the fullest co-operation with

cities and towns in the district, and shall render them all pos-
sible assistance in their planning activities, especially when
two or more of the municipalities have common problems.

61
62
63
64 Section 111. There is hereby established a metropolitan

area planning district, in this section and sections one hundred
and twelve to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive, called the
district, consisting of: (a) each city and town which is a
members of the metropolitan sewage district, the metropolitan
water district or the metropolitan parks district; (b) each city
and town contiguous to any city or town in the metropolitan
sewage district, the metropolitan water district or the metro-
politan parks district which applies to the council to be in-
cluded in the district; and (c) any other city or town which
applies to the council to be included in the district and whose
application is approved by a majority vote of the representa-
tives of the cities and towns on the council.

65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

Section 112. There shall be a mutual exchange, between
the council and all offices, boards, commissions, departments,
divisions and agencies of the commonwealth, and all offices,
boards, commissions and departments of each political sub-
division of the commonwealth within the district, and all public
authorities operating within the district, of data, records and
information within their knowledge and control pertaining
to the district, or to parts thereof, which may be required for
the preparation of plans made pursuant to section one hundred
and ten; provided, however, that no such public authority shall
be required to expend any funds for such purposes in contra-
vention of its trust indentures.

77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

Section 113. There shall be an executive committee con-
sisting of twenty members, the chairman of which shall be
the president of the council, the secretary of which shall be
the secretary of the council, and the treasurer of which shall

89
90
91
92
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93 be the treasurer of the council. One quarter of said members
94 shall be elected from the representatives of cities; provided,
95 that at least one such member elected is a resident of the city
96 of Boston; one quarter shall be elected from the representatives
97 of towns; one quarter shall be elected from the persons ap-
98 pointed by the governor; and the remaining one quarter shall
99 be elected from the ex officiis members. Each member of the

100 committee shall serve for a term of one year or until his suc-
101 cessor has been duly qualified.
102 Action taken by the executive committee shall be in the
103 name of and in behalf of the council. The executive committee
104 shall engage, and may remove, an executive director, who
105 shall be specially qualified by education, training and experi-
106 ence in the fields of regional planning and community relations,
107 and shall determine his salary, and shall approve the selection
108 and compensation of a technically qualified staff to discharge
109 the professional duties of the council. The executive committee
110 shall be responsible for the supervision of the director and for
111 the preparation of an annual budget, to be submitted to the
112 council for its consideration, and for the performance of such
113 other duties as may be assigned by the council. The members
114 of the executive committee shall serve without compensation,
115 but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses, including
116 travel, incurred in the performance of their duties. The
117 executive director shall be responsible to the executive corn-
118 mittee and shall act for said committee at its direction. The
119 executive director shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one
120 nor to section nine A of chapter thirty.
121 The executive director, with the approval of the executive
122 committee, shall appoint, and may remove, as members of the
123 staff, such officers and employees as the work of the council
124 may require, subject, however, to chapters thirty and thirty-
-125 one, who shall be members of the state contributory retire-
-126 ment system.
127 The executive director, with the approval of the executive
128 committee, may hire temporary or part-time experts or con-
-129 sultants who shall not be subject to the provisions of chapters
130 thirty-one and thirty-two.
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The executive committee shall establish such technical
advisory committees as may be needed to assist the executive
director in exploring, planning and developing the programs
and projects of the council. The chairman, commissioner or
head of any state, county or municipal body or public authority
operating within the district, if permitted by its trust in-
dentures so to do, shall delegate one or more well-qualified
representatives from his agency to serve on any of the said
technical advisory committees when so requested by the
executive committee.

131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140

Section lllf. The council may expend for services and other
expenses such amounts as the general court may appropriate
therefor. The total amount so appropriated, less contributions
from the federal government, if any, shall be charged as as-
sessments upon the various cities and towns comprising the
district, provided, however, that any such assessment on such
city or town shall not exceed a sum equivalent to five cents
per capita of the population of such city or town, exclusive
of the number of prisoners in any correctional institution of
the commonwealth therein and of the patients in any institution
under the jurisdiction of the department of mental health or
public health. The state treasurer shall, subject to the afore-
said limitations, certify the amount to be assessed upon each
city and town comprising the district, and said amount shall
be paid by such city or town to the state treasurer, as pro-
vided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.

141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156

1 Section 3. The governor in making his initial appoint-
ments to the metropolitan area planning council, established
under the provisions of section one hundred and nine of chap-
ter six of the General Laws, shall appoint seven members for
terms of three years, seven for terms of two years and seven
for terms of one year. Thereafter, as the term of any such
member expires, his successor shall be appointed for the term
set forth in said section one hundred and nine.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 The governor shall designate one of his original appointees

to the metropolitan area planning council as the temporary
president of said council. Said temporary president shall call

10
11
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12 a meeting of the council within thirty days after his appoint-
-13 merit, at which meeting the members of the council shall
14 elect a president, a secretary and a treasurer, each of whom
15 shall hold office until the fourth Wednesday of April next fol-
-16 lowing said election. Said officers shall exercise all the powers
17 and duties set forth in sections one hundred and nine to one
18 hundred and fourteen, inclusive, of chapter six of the General
19 Laws.

1 Section 4. The provisions of this act are severable, and
2 if any of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any
3 court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall
4 not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.




