
SENATE 52

By Mr. Fleming, a petition of William D. Fleming for a legislative amend-
ment to the Constitution requiring the approval of the people before certain
laws authorizing borrowing by the Commonwealth shall take effect. Constitu-
tional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

Proposal for a legislative amendment of the constitution
REQUIRING THE APPROVAL OF THE PEOPLE BEFORE CERTAIN LAWS
AUTHORIZING BORROWING BY THE COMMONWEALTH SHALL TAKE
EFFECT.

A joint session of the Senate and House of Representatives here-
by declares it to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the
adoption of the following Article of Amendment, to the end that it
may become a part of the Constitution, if similarly agreed to in
a joint session of the next General Court and approved by the
people at the state election next following;

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

ARTICLE Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments
to the Constitution is hereby amended by adding at the end the
following:

No law authorizing the borrowing of money under the provi-
sions of this section shall take effect until it has been submitted
to the people at a state election and has been approved by a major-
ity of the qualified voters voting thereon, except a law authorizing
borrowing for a project or projects the aggregate cost of which
is less than five hundred thousand dollars, or a law authorizing
the borrowing of money to defray the necessary expenses entailed
by an emergency in the nature of a disaster of unprecedented size
and destructiveness resulting from sabotage, fire, flood, storm,
earthquake or other natural causes, in connection with which the
governor has issued a proclamation or proclamations decreeing
that a state of emergency exists.
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Each law submitted to the people under the provisions of this
section shall be described on the ballots by a description to be de-
termined by the state treasurer with the approval of the attorney
general, which description shall include a fair and concise sum-
mary of the purpose of the borrowing authorized by such law.
The state secretary shall give such question a number and shall
cause such question to be printed on the ballot in the following
form:

“Shall a law (here insert description) which was
approved by the general court in the year YES
be approved? NO

The general court may, at any time after the approval of such
law by the people, reduce the amount of the indebtedness, author-
ized by such law to an amount not less than the amount con-
tracted at the time of reduction, or it may repeal such law if no
debt shall have been contracted in pursuance thereof, provided,
however, that no change in the purpose and use of such funds may
be authorizedafter the approval by the people.


