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By Mr. Ames, a petition of Franklin N. Cunningham for legislation to clarify
the statute of frauds with respect to testamentary dispositions. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act to clarify the statute of frauds with respect

TO TESTAMENTARY dispositions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof Chapter 259 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the same in its entirety
3 and substituting therefor the following:
4 Section 5. No agreement to make a will of real or personal
5 property or codicil thereto or to give a legacy, bequest or
6 devise, or to revoke or not to revoke a will, codicil, legacy,
7 bequest or devise, or to refrain from making a will, codicil,
8 legacy, bequest or devise or any other agreement about making
9 or not making a will, codicil, legacy, bequest or devise, shall be

10 binding unless such agreement is in writing signed by either the
11 person who is sought to be charged or the decedent whose
12 executor or administrator is sought to be charged, or by some
13 person duly authorized by a writing signed by such person
14 or decedent.

1 Section 2. Chapter 259 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after Section 5 thereof as
3 amended by Section 1 of this Act the following:
4 Section SA. Section sof this chapter shall not apply to
5 any agreement made prior to May seventeenth, eighteen hun-
-6 dred and eighty-eight, and any agreement made between that
7 date and October first, nineteen hundred and sixty-four shall
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8 be governed by said Section 5 as it existed prior to the enact-
-9 ment of this section.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon October 1, 1964.


