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SENATE No. 673

Senate, February 29, 1964.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was re-
ferred the Senate Bill extending the application of certain pro-
visions pertaining to public meeting to public authorities (Senate,
No. 469) and the Senate Bill providing for open meetings of the
Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard & Nantucket Steamship Authority
(Senate, No. 478), reports recommending that the same be amended
by substituting therefor a new draft entitled “An act extending
the application of the provisions of law requiring open meetings
of state boards and commissions so as to include all public au-
thorities” (Senate, No. 673), and that, when so amended, the same
will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

F. X. McCANN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act extending the application of provisions of law re-
quiring OPEN MEETINGS OF STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS SO
AS TO INCLUDE ALL PUBLIC AUTHORITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 30A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 11A, as most recently amended by chapter
3 331 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the

5 Section 11A. All meetings of every state board and com
6 mission and of the governing board or body of every authority
7 established by the general court to serve a public purpose in
8 the commonwealth or any part thereof shall be open to the
9 public and to the press unless such board or commission or the

10 governing board or body of such authority shall vote to go
11 into executive session. Such executive session may be held
12 only for the purpose of discussing, deliberating or voting on
13 those matters which by general or special statute, or federal
14 grant-in-aid requirements, cannot be mades public, and those
15 matters which if made public adversely affect the public
16 security, the financial interests of the commonwealth or its
17 political subdivisions or of such authority, or the reputation
18 of any person.
19 Except in an emergency, a notice of each meeting of any
20 state board or commission or the governing board or body of
21 any such authority subject to this section shall be filed with
22 the secretary of state, and a copy thereof posted in the public
23 office of the executive office for administration and finance
24 at least twenty-four hours, including Saturdays but not Sun-
-25 days and legal holidays, prior to the time of such meeting.
26 Such filing and posting shall be the responsibility of the officer
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or officers calling such meeting. For the purpose of this
section, “emergency” shall mean a situation where immediate,
undelayed action is deemed by such board or commission or
such governing board or body to be imperative.
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All state boards and commissions and the governing boards
or bodies of all such authorities shall maintain accurate records
of their meetings, setting forth the action taken at each meet-
ing, including execuive sessions. A summary of all matters
voted shall be made available with reasonable promptness after
each meeting; provided, however, that votes taken in executive
session may remain secret so long as their publication would
defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no
longer. The records of each meeting shall become a public
record and be available to the public upon being approved;
provided, however, that he records of any executive session
may remain secret so long as their publication would defeat
the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no longer.
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44 The provisions of this section shall not apply to the execu-

tive council, bodies of the judicial branch, committees of the
general court, or recess commissions, or to any meeting of a
quasi-judicial board or commission held for the sole purpose
of making a decision required in an adjudicatory proceeding
brought before it, or of the board of bank incorporation, the
state tax commission, the small loans regulatory board or
the General Insurance Guaranty Fund.
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