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Senate, March 25, 1964.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to which was re-
ferred the House Bill establishing an excise tax on farm machinery
(House, No. 1234), reports recommending that the same be
amended by substituting therefor a new draft entitled “An Act
providing that certain farm machinery owned by persons principally
engaged in agriculture shall not be subjected to the property tax
but shall be subject to an excise tax” (Senate, No. 739), and that,
when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

F. X. McCANN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

An Act providing that certain farm machinery owned by

PERSONS PRINCIPALLY ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE SHALL NOT BE
SUBJECT TO THE PROPERTY TAX BUT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AN
EXCISE TAX.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 8A of chapter 59 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as
3 amended by chapter 130 of the acts of 1960, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 Any person, not including a corporation, engaged principally
6 in agriculture, who owns farm machinery which is not exempt
7 under clause Twentieth of section five, or mules, horses, neat
8 cattle, swine, sheep, goats, domestic fowl or mink, which are
9 not exempt under clause Twenty-first of section five, shall

10 annually on or before March first, make a return on oath to
11 the assessors of the town where such machinery or animals
12 are located, setting forth the make, age, model if any, and
13 purchase price of such machinery, and the number and kind
14 of each class of such animals, owned by him on the next pre-
-15 ceding January first. If the assessors are satisfied of the truth
16 of the return they shall assess such machinery and animals at
17 the rate of five dollars per one thousand dollars of valuation,
18 as determined by the state tax commission, of such machinery
19 and of each class and kind of such animals, and such persons
20 shall be otherwise exempt from taxation on these classes of
21 property under this chapter.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on January first,
2 nineteen hundred and sixty-five.


