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SENATE No. 787

By Mr. Fleming, a petition of the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, by H. P.
Storke, president, William D. Fleming, John J. Conte and Paris Fletcher for
legislation to provide for an increase in the number of trustees of the
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and authorizing said institute to hold ad-
ditional real and personal estate. Mercantile Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

An Act providing for an increase in the number of trustees
OF THE WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND AUTHORIZING
SAID INSTITUTE TO HOLD ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 214 of the acts of 1865 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as amended by chapter 11
3 of the acts of 1920, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section: —Section 1. George F. Hoar, Seth Sweetser,
5 their associates and successors, are hereby made a body cor-
-6 porate, by the name of the Worcester County Free Institute
7 of Industrial Science, for the purpose of establishing and main-
8 taining in the city of Worcester, an institution to aid in the
9 advancement, development and practical application of

10 science, in connection with arts, agriculture, manufactures,
11 mercantile business and such other kindred branches of prac-
-12 tical education as said corporation shall determine; with all
13 the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties and
14 liabilities set forth in all laws which now are or may here-
-15 after be in force, and applicable to such corporations. The
16 mayor of the city of Worcester, for the time being, shall, ex
17 officio, be a member of said corporation, and one member
18 shall be appointed by the department of education, from time
19 to time, as a vacancy may occur; and said corporation shall
20 not consist of less than twelve members nor more than thirty-
-21 five members at any one time.
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2 most recently amended by chapter 99 of the acts of 1957, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out, in line 5, the word
4 “twenty-five” and inserting in place thereof the words: —one
5 hundred, so as to read as follows: Section 1. The Worces-
6 ter Polythechnic Institute is hereby authorized to receive by
7 gift, devise, bequest or otherwise, and to hold and use for the
8 purposes for which said institute was incorporated, real and
9 personal estate to an amount not exceeding one hundred mil-

10 lion dollars.

1 Section 2. Section lof chapter 77 of the acts of 1892, as
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MEMORANDUM OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH PURSUANT TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER
3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT TO PETITION OF THE
WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, BY H. P.

STORKE, PRESIDENT, WILLIAM D. FLEMING,
JOHN J. CONTE AND PARIS FLETCHER

FOR LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE FOR AN
INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF TRUS-

TEES OF THE WORCESTER POLY-
TECHNIC INSTITUTE AND AU-
THORIZING SAID INSTITUTE

TO HOLD ADDITIONAL

I

March 12, 1964.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The above named petition was tranmitted to me by the Clerk of
the Senate on March 12, 1964 with a request for a memorandum.

Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial Science was in-
corporated by chapter 214 of the acts of 1865. Chapter 305 of the
acts of 1887 changed the name of said corporation to Worcester
Polytechnic Institute. Numerous amendments have been filed in
the Office of the State Secretary through the years, the latest of
which was filed in 1957.

The present bill seeks authority to amend chapter 214 of the acts
4of 1865 by striking out section 1, as amended by chapter 11 of the

acts of 1920, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 1. George F. Hoar, Seth Sweetser, their associates and suc-
cessors, are hereby made a body corporate, by the name of the
Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial Science, for the
purpose of establishing and maintaining in the city of Worcester, an
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REAL AND PERSONAL
ESTATE.
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institution to aid in the advancement, development and practical ap-
plication of science, in connection with arts, agriculture, manufac-
tures, mercantile business and such other kindred branches of prac-
tical education as said corporation shall determine; with all the
powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties and liabilities set
forth in all laws which now are or may hereafter be in force, and
applicable to such corporations. The mayor of the city of Worces-
ter, for the time being, shall, ex officio, be a member of said cor-
poration, and one member shall be appointed by the department
of education, from time to time, as a vacancy may occur; and said
corporation shall not consist of less than twelve members nor more
than thirty-five members at any one time.

Section 2. Section 1 of chapter 77 of the acts of 1892, as most
recently amended by Chapter 99 of the acts of 1957, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “twenty-five”
and inserting in place thereof the words; one hundred, so
as to read as follows;— Section 1. The Worcester Polytechnic
Institute is hereby authorized to receive by gift, devise, bequest or
otherwise, and to hold and use for the purposes for which said
institute was incorporated real and personal estate to an amount
not exceeding one hundred million dollars.

Whether or not this should be allowed is a matter of policy with-
in your exclusive jurisdiction, and this department expresses no
opinion on the merits of the bill.

No fee is required to be paid for a corporation of this type un-
der the provisions of Chapter 3, Section 7.

Respectfully submitted.

KEVIN H. WHITE.
Secretary of the Commonwealth


