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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four.

Resolutions commending re a express for its outstanding

CONTRIBUTIONS ON THE OCCASION OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE EXPRESS
INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas, On March fourth, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine,
William F. Hamden, a native of Reading and the first conductor
on theBoston & Worcester Railroad, New England’s first passenger
train, envisioning the need for a systematized, co-ordinated trans-
portation service that could operate under single-carrier responsi-
bility, commenced the first express service in the United States, be-
tween Boston and New York, by utilizing the combined facilities
of the Boston & Providence Railroad and the steamboat “John W.
Richmond” to route his traffic; and

Whereas. Through the courage and determination of its founder,
Hamden & Company achieved notable success in serving the needs
of the peoples of Massachusetts and New York, encouraging the
formation of other express companies such as Adams & Company,
Wells, Fargo & Company and American Express, which companies
formed vital transportation lifelines throughout the United States,
contributing immeasurably to the social, business and industrial
growth of the nation; and

Whereas. REA Express, carrying on the same principles of free
competition that governed the founding of the express industry in
eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, operates in a highly exemplary
manner a nation-wide-worldwide service coordinating all forms of
truck, train, ship and plane transport; now therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Senate, in this one hundred
and twenty-fifth anniversary year of the founding of the express
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industry in the United States, hereby extends its heartiest con-
gratulations and commendations to R E A Express for its outstand-
ing services to the people of the commonwealth and the nation; and
be it further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
with by the clerk of the Senate to William B. Johnson, president of
REA Express.


