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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
15 School Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

December 22, 1965

Under the provisions of Chapter 32 of the Resolves of 1961,
the Water Resources Commission was instructed to investigate
and make a determination regarding the most appropriate method
of supplying water to the municipalities of the Berkshire County
Region. The time for filing of a report was extended by Chapter
29 of the Resolves of 1962 and again by Chapter 25 of the Re-
solves of 1964.

The enabling resolve was approved on March 21, 1961, but
no funds were appropriated by the Commonwealth then or in the
two subsequent resolves. However, in cooperation with the U. S.
Geological Survey the Commission on June 1, 1963, was able to
initiate a comprehensive investigation of the Housatonic River
Basin utilizing a $7,500 appropriation made available by Berk-
shire County for the calendar year of 1963. An agreement be-
tween the Commission and the Geological Survey provided for
50-50 matching funds for this investigation. The Berkshire County
appropriation was deposited with the state treasurer in a spe-
cial account.

Berkshire County appropriated an additional $7,500 for the
Housatonic River Basin investigation for use in calendar year
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1964 and $5,000 for use in calendar year 1965. The Commission
in its budgets was able to provide the needed additional state funds
to match Geological Survey appropriations to complete the Hou-
satonic investigation on June 30, 1965.

It is planned that the results of the Geological Survey’s Housa-
tonic investigation will be presented in a multisheet Hydrologic
Atlas to be published by the Survey within six months to one
year. Each sheet will include a map, diagrams, graphs, and text
dealing with each phase of the comprehensive investigation.

In addition, a map of the Housatonic Basin showing the most
favorable areas for the development of ground-water supplies
will be printed locally by the Survey. Copies of this map should
be available in one month to six weeks.

The Geological Survey will also prepare a Basic Data Report
for the Housatonic Basin containing records of wells and test holes,
materials tests information, records of springs, a chemical analyses>n, records of springs, a chemical analyses
of water from wells, and the chemical constituents, in percent, in
the major types of rock. This report will also contain information
on a chemical analyses of precipitation samples, specify the major
public water-supply systems and supply data on the water levels
in observation wells. The report will be printed locally and should
be available in about two months.

To augment the Geological Survey investigation, the Commis-
sion on April 23, 1965, entered into an agreement with the U. S.
Soil Conservation Service to undertake a general review of sur-
face water resources for municipal supply, recreation, fish and
wildlife, and flood control. This review by the Soil Conservation
Service involved potential reservoir site investigations in the Hoosic
River Basin above the beginning of the concrete lined channel
in Adams. Similar investigations have also been conducted in the
Housatonic Basin above the junction of the East and West Branch
of the Housatonic River. Ten copies of a written report will be
made available to the Commission by March 1, 1966.

To further broaden the inventory of water resources in Berk-
shire County, the Commission on July 7, 1965, entered into an
agreement with the Western Geophysical Engineers, Inc. for cer-
tain seismic survey investigations in the Hoosic Basin. These in-
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vestigations were conducted in Adams, Cheshire, Clarksburg,
North Adams and Williamstown at locations previously chosen
for the Commission by the Geological Survey.

The seismic surveys indicate that most of the sites chosen for
examination are favorable for test drilling as probable sources
of ground-water supply. The data from these surveys has been
compiled into a report, which is available in the Commission’s
office.

In addition to the above cited investigations, the Commission
has begun an examination of the water needs in Berkshire County
based upon agricultural, domestic, industrial, recreation, and fish
and wildlife requirements. This examination is being conducted in
cooperation with relevant local, state and federal agenc

Inasmuch as the water needs investigations must be completed
and related to the wealth of inventory data on water quantity and
quality, it is recommended that the time for the commission to
file its final report with the Clerk of the Senate be extended to
the last day (Thursday) of the current fiscal year, June 30, 1966.

A draft of suggested legislation to continue this study is in-
cluded in Appendix A.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER, 'y

Chairman.
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Resolve continuing the investigation and study by the
WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE WATER SUPPLY
OF THE BERKSHIRE COUNTY REGION.

1 Resolved That the water resources Commission is hereby
2 authorized to continue the investigation authorized by Chap-
-3 ter 25 of the Resolves of 1964. Said commission shall file its
4 final report not later than the last day (Thursday) of the
5 current fiscal year, June 30, 1966.

APPENDIX A

PROPOSED LEGISLATION


