
SENATE 390

By Mr. Harmon, a petition of Samuel Harmon for legislation to make cer-
tain changes in the old age assistance law. Pensions and Old Age Assistance

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act making certain changes in the old age assistance law.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section lof chapter 118A
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 third sentence, as appearing in section 4 of chapter 781 of the
4 acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 sentence: Such assistance shall, whenever practicable, be
6 given to the aged person in his home or some other suitable
7 family home, or in lodgings, or in a rest home, or in any acute
8 general hospital, but shall exclude care in all approved public
9 medical institutions, all licensed chronic hospitals and all

10 licensed nursing homes where the aged person needs no other
11 residence.

1 Section 2. Said first paragraph of said section lof said
2 chapter 118 A is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 sixth sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: —The amount and nature of the assistance and the
5 manner of providing it, shall be determined by the public
6 welfare officials with due regard to the conditions existing in
7 each case, and in accordance with budgetary standards estab-
-8 lished by the local board of public welfare.

1 Section 3. Said first paragraph of said section lof said
2 chapter 118 A is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 ninth sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: —ln computing the aforesaid minima the local board
5 of public welfare, or the department acting on cases appealed,
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6 as the case may be, shall, in accordance with rules and regula-
-7 tions made by the department, consider all financial circum-
-8 stances of the applicant and deduct such reasonable amount as
9 specified by these rules and regulations.

1 Section 4. Section 5A of said chapter 118 A is hereby
2 amended by adding the following sentence: —The ownership
3 of any cash value assets committed to the expenses of a proper
4 funeral for the applicant shall not disqualify such applicant
5 from receiving such assistance.


